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For the Presbyterian. 


MORE MEN. 


Messrs. Editors—Much bas already 
appeared in your paper on this import- 
ant subject, which I fear is calculated 
to leave on the minds of your readers 
an injurious impression, and do great 
harm to the best interests of our Church. 
Not because the truth has not been 
stated, but because the whole truth has 


not been told; and a half truth is some- 


times more disastrous in its effects than 


a direct falsehood. I do not dispute 
the correctness of “A. W.’s” figures; 
but what is the necessary conclusign to 
which his reasoning would bring us? 
If we have four or five hundred men, 
fally qualified for the ministry and or- 
* dained thereto, more than the Church 
can employ, why not suspend our theo- 
logical seminaries, and all our efforts on 
the part of our Board of Education, un- 
til this large surplus has been absorbed? 
This is certainly the necessary practical 
conclusion to which your correspondents 
would bring us. But if all the facts in 
the case are fairly stated, it may be that 
we will reach a conclusion directly the 
ite— that the profession is” not 
“overstocked,” and that the great de- 
mand of the Church, at this very time, 
is for a large increase of well qualified 
men, thoroughly fitted for the work of 
the ministry. 

No notice is taken by your corres- 
pondents of the number of failures, either 
partial or total, out of the aggregate of 
those who are annually ordained by the 
one hundred and eighty-five Presbyte- 
ries which compose our Church. On 
the contrary, they assume that every 
such man has been called of God to this 
particular work, and that he consequent- 
ly possesses all necessary qualifications 
for usefulness in the ministry. This, I 
am persuaded, is a great and manifest 
error; but if true, I could regard it only 

as a standing miracle. In every other 
business and profession in life, the num- 
ber who fail of success in the particular 
calling which they have chosen is large. 
Not one-half of the whole number of 
those who are admitted to the bar ever 
succeed in making a living by the prac- 
tice of the law; the same is substantially 
true of the medical profession, and of 
every Other business or profession in 
life which requires special qualifications, 
particularly of a high order, as condi- 
tions of success. Why should it be 
otherwise in the ministry? We know 
it is not. We know that nearly one- 
third of all who are licensed, fail to 
meet any reasonable expectation, and 
become a burden to the Church and to 
themselves. I believe that the Presby- 
terian ministry is, in proportion to its 
numbers, the most able and learned 
body of men on earth; but why ignore 
palpable, self-evident facte? Great num- 
bers do not succeed in the ministry. 
This is an undeniable fact. They may 
be good men, learned and able; but still 
there is something lacking—something 
which it is difficult always to define, but 
the lack of which rendersgguccess im- 
possible. They might have been good 
lawyers, doctors, or successful business 
men; but successful ministers they are 
not, and never will be. They are sim- 
ply out of their place, and never can 
work easily or well, until they turn to 
that department of life for which God 
intended them. Some few are mani- 
festly lacking in intellectual ability. 
Some are incapable of communicating 
to others what they know—they are not 
apt to teach; they cannot interest a con- 
gregation. Preaching is to them a la- 
borious effort, and to the people a mere 
matter of endurance. Some have nq 
knowledge of mankind, and consequently 
cannot adapt themselves to the various 
classes, characters, and conditions of 
men by whom they are daily surround- 
ed. A good brother has prayed in my 
pulpit forty minutes, apparently uncon- 
scious of the presence of a single soul 
in that house but himself; another con- 
tinued a rambling, undevout prayer for 
thirty-five minutes, and did not seem to 
think that he was guilty of any impro- 
priety. 

Now, do “A. W.” and “H.” wish to 
close our theological seminaries until 
such men are comfortably settled in 
self-supporting congregations? If so, 
we may make up our minds to close 
them up until this generation shall 

have all passed away. 
But do I say that all who are unem- 
ployed are of this character? By no 
means. Some of the best men in the 
Church are now unemployed. This, 
however, is but a temporary evil, aris- 
ing from causes over which we bave no 
control. But there are places for them, 
to which God, in his own good time, 
will direct them; and there are now 
more important places than there are 
men possessing all the necessary quali- 
fications to fill them. Notwithstanding 
the general cry of too many ministers, 
the great demand of the Church, at this 
very time, is for a large increase in the 
ministry of men possessing the highest 
ualifications—men wfo are called of 
; who, like Baxter and Whitefield, 
Edwards and Payson, can do nothing 
but preach; who would esteem it the 
highest privilege, and the greatest hon- 
our, to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. And if such a class of men 
should arise, in answer to prayer, then, 
many of us could retire from the active 
duties of the ministry, and serve God 
more acceptebly in some humbler 

here 


Let us reject the foolish and absurd 
rule so often propounded by our Board 
of Education, that every young man 
who professes to be a Christian should 
consider himself called to the ministry, 
unless he can prove the contrary; and 
let us adopt the other and better, be- 
cause more scriptaral rule, that no man 
is called to the ministry who does not 
feel, after a careful, prayerful, and long- 
continued examination of himself, that 
be cannot be happy in any other busi- 
ness or profession; that necessity is 
laid upon him, and that he cannot do 
otherwise. God calls men to the minis- 
try. This we profess to believe, but 

this we have practically ignored, or we 
have acted as if we were afraid that 
He would not, or could not, call loud 
enough for them to hear. It was not 
chance or accident that put Paul, and 
Calvin, aud Wesley into the ministry, 


but God who separated them from their 
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mother’s womb. Hence they conferred 
not with flesh and blood. They could 
have done nothing elee—in no other 
department of life could they have suc- 
ceeded, because this was the work for 
which God made them. Let us not 
fear that we will bave too many such 
men; that they will be crowding by 
tens and twenties to every vacancy! 
Alas! the danger is all the other way. 
We have sadly too few. Let us 
candidly confess that we are the authors 
of many of the evils which we so fre- 
quently deplore. If we had a better 
ministry, we would have a better 
Church; and there would be fewer 
idlers in the vineyard. D. K. N. 


For the Presbyterian 


A YOUNG GIRL’S EFFORT, AND 
ITS RESULT. 


AN ANSWER TO PRAYER. 


Sixteen months ago I became a ſol- 
lower of Christ, and from the first mo- 
ment of my new-found joy, the earnest 
desire to bring to other hearts the bless- 
ing that rested so peacefully upon my 
own, took strong possession of my soul. 

Fervently and long I prayed, that 
those whom I so dearly and tenderly 
loved should be brought to see that 
blessed light that leads us on to hea- 
ven. But days and weeks lengthened 
into months, then one year passed, and 
still—no hope. None but God knew 
the daily pain I suffered; I felt, in my 
weak endeavours, as if I were dashing 
water against a rock, that would never, 
never de moved; and in the depth of 
sadness that weighed upon my spirits, 
I prayed and said, O, my Saviour! could 
[ be the humble instrument in thy hands 
of bringing one soul to thee—only one 
soul—I would be willing to sacrifice all 
earthly happiness for such a glad frui- 
tion. 

Among those who burdened me so 
much was a girl, who, after the absence 
of about three years from our family, 
returned once more, to serve us in ber 
old faithful way; of remarkable intelli- 
gence and striking character, and withal, 
to whom I bad ever been very much 
attached. 

It quickly came under my notice 
that, from some unaccountable reason, 
H—— had changed towards me, and I 
felt that it was because I was endea- 
vouring to follow the Saviour. I seized 
the first opportunity, and questioned her 
about this, receiving the curt replies of “1 
hate religious people,” “I cannot bear 
to hear any one read the Bible,” The 
passages set me crazy.” Such expres- 
sions filled me with utmost pain. I 
turned away in sorrow, and as I 
thought of all those that were dear to 
me—all those who were daily rejectiog 
a compassionate and loving Saviour— 
the exclamation burst from my lips, 
Would that my death could effect what 
my life cannot! 

I felt in regard to H that I must 
resume our conversation, and accord- 
ingly did so. I then told her that I 
knew why she disliked the Bible, why 
the passages ran in her mind and dis- 
tressed her, that she was unable to for- 
get them; surely, I said, H , the 
Holy Spirit is striving with you. Then 
she grew sad; H lost her gay 
spirits; how I prayed that the light 
might come, and it did come, but God 
did not will it—then. 

Troubles seemed to gather more 
thickly about my poor H I con- 
versed with her, pleaded, entreated her 
to give up the world and become a 
Christian. One night I felt as if my 
very tongue was on fire; I spoke of 
Christ, of that dear Saviour, who died 
for us, until I could speak no more. 
Thank God! her heart was touched at 
last; she burst into a passion of tears, 
and we wept together. 

Would God ever answer my prayer? 

Would H ever find that peace that 
our Heavenly Father grants only to his 
children? Every thing was so dark; 
sin became a terror, and heaven's gates 
seemed closed. What days of suffering 
ſor both; our pain grew to be a settled 
anguish. “Dear H I said, “I 
can do nothing more for you, I can 
only cammit you to God.“ 
Without my knowledge, H went 
to the Rev. Mr. W , in Philadel- 
phia, one whom I knew could tell her 
so much more than I, and with God's 
grace, would perhaps give the help she 
so greatly needed; on her return, ber 
great distress seemed to have left her, 
but sadness still oppressed ber spirit. 
I then remarked, There is something 
that you cannot give up, H ; that 
is the barrier that separates you from 
God. Forsake all, and you will find 
all”—go to the Saviour in all your sin 
and sorrow; ask him to cleanse you 
from all your sins; he only can help 
you; never, never think of the folly of 
changing your own heart—you cannot 
do it; you must lean upon Him. He 
only can save you, II ; believe 
him, trust him; think of the beautiful, 
encouraging words, 


Flee as a bird to your mountain, 
Thou who art weary of sin, 
Go the clear flowing fountain, 
Where you may wash and be clean. 
F y. for the avenger is near thee, 
Call, and the Saviour will hear thee. 
He on his boson will bear thee, 
Thou who art weary of sin 
He will protect thee for ever, 
Wipe every falling tear; 
He will forsake thee, O never, 
Sheltered so tenderly there. 
Haste, then, the hours are flying, 
Spend not the moments in sighing. 
Coase hom your sorrow and crying, 
The Saviour will wipe every tear. 


A pew light dawned upon H—— ; 
she knew at last how to come to 
Christ; and the “bright star of hope” 
seemed to be rising from the dark 
clouds, and I felt that very soon it 
would be shining above us in falness 
and glory, to hide itself no more for 
ever. 
How gentle and peaceful H be- 
came—how near the angels seemed, the 
night our Saviour accepted her, bis 
loving disciple. That Sunday night, 
fraught with so great a blessing, can | 
ever forget it? 

I was waiting for H—— to come 
and talk to me, or to call me to join 


her in the garden, where she had been 
sitting so strangely quiet all the even- 


ing, when I was suddenly startled by 
her hasty entrance and strange words, 
„O come! come! I must tell you“ 
Tell me what?” I said, as she 
drew me out in the open air; “are you 
happy—is that what you wish to tell 
me ?” 

„O,“ she replied, “I love you 80 
much—in fact, I love every body now— 
I am so glad, I am with you and with 
— Christ!” 

I was dumb; so overwhelmed was I 
with joy and gratitude, that no earthly 
tongue could speak my emotion. What 
a glorious, what a blessed answer to my 
fervent prayers, when I despaired 80 
long—when I thought that I should 
never be so favoured as to bring one 
heart a captive to God's throne. The 
very sense of so much joy oppressed 
me! I could only weep. 

“She hath done what she could.” 
How encouraging was this sermon to 
me, 80 recently beard from my dear 
pastor's lips; bow it helped me in my 
work in the cause of Christ, and filled 
me with bope when all seemed dark. 

Let no one despair—no one—how- 
ever dark the future may appear. Do 
what you can! “He is faithful that 
promised,” still pray, still hope; Obrist 
can help you, will help you, if be is 
only asked. 

And now H is buppy—is ac- 
cepted. Bright angels have lovingly 
rejoiced over her, and surely, surely she 
will be with Christ “in the day that be 
maketh up his je wels.“ 


_ 
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For the Preslytetian. 


THE SEMINARY VACATION 
( Concluded.) 


Messrs. Edivtors—I have endeavoured, 
in two preceding papers, to show, first, 
what is the proper function of the Sem- 
inary vacation in the training of candi- 
dates for the ministry; and secondly, 
what advantages would accrue to the 
Church and her future ministry, if the 
vacation were strictly devoted, under 
Presbyterial supervision, to gaining a 
practical fitness for the ministerial 
work. 

A writer in the Presbylerian, of No- 
vember 25, raises the question whether 
the more complete theological education 
which is confessedly to be desired, 
could not be secured more advan- 
tageously by abridging the vacation 
than by adding a fourth year to the 
course. The question is certainly « 
fair one, and merits a frank and honest 
answer. Now that the matter is in 
agitation, let all possible plans be ex- 
amined, aud from the whole number let 
the best be selected. 

One point which is made by “M,” 
ia a parenthetical clause, is that the 
reduction of the annual vacation to its 
original length of twelve weeks will 
“not necessitate any change of plan,” 
which by implication the addition of a 
fourth year would require. Begging 
the pardon of my respected friend, I 
think the argument lies entirely the 
other way. In my opinion, the pro- 
posed change in the vacation would be 
a most serious change of plan, and one 
which the Church generally would be 
exceedingly reluctant to grant It 
would be retrograding over the ground 
which the Church bas deliberately and 
of set purpose traversed, and reversing 
precisely those tendencies which have 
been most earnestly and widely express- 
ed for the last quarter of a century at 
leust. The annual sum of the vacations 
in Princeton was not, as “ M.” supposes, 
twelve weeks “down to a comparatively 
recent period.” That was their amount 
prior to 1819, but never since. And in 
1840, when the present plan of one 
annual term and one long vacation was 
adopted, for reasons stated in my firat 
paper, the period of cessation from 
study, including the Christmas recess, 
became sixteen weeks. To bring the 
vacation back to what it was twenty- 
five years ago, would consequently add 
but four weeks to the annual term; and 
this could scarcely be counted an equiv- 
alent for the proposed fourth year. 

To produce such ao equivalent, or 
any thing approaching it, it will be 
necessary to restore the sessions as 
they were fifty years ago, at the very 
origin of the Seminary, and when sys- 
tems of public * ecological education in 
this countr .ere in their infancy. 
This will compel an abandonment of 
the present methdd of one annual term 


the year into two sessions. For it will 
searcely be pretended that it would be 
possible, w'th safety to the bealth, and 
with advantage to the intellectual 
vigour of students, to lengthen the 
period of continuous study much be- 
yond its present dimensions. Even 
now there is considerable flagging be- 
fore the year is ended, and the four 
weeks’ reduction of the long session 
made since 1840, will scarcely be 
thought to be more than experience has 
shown to be advisable. The annual 
term at Princeton is now longer, by 
from one to three weeks, than that of 
any other Seminary in our Church. 

To revert to the plan of two short 
sessions and two vacations would be to 
re-adopt what the experience of thirty 
years had taught the wise and vener- 
ated men, who. then composed the 
Princeton faculty, to discard, and what 
our Church saw reason, and, as I sup- 

„ good and eufficient reason, to 
abandon in all her theological instita- 
tions, and what other branches of the 
Church in this and other lands have 
likewise judged inexpedient and unde- 
sirable. It is only on the hypothesis 
that the long vacation is of no special 
value except as a period of relaxation, 
that any could propose to abandon it 
and substitute two brief vacations in 
its stead. But the fact is, the undeni- 
able fact, as I conceive, that the long 
vacation represents an idea; and that, 
Too, one which the miud of our Church 
steadfastly cherishes, and which will 
never be abandoned until it is clearly 
demonstrated that it is impossible to be 
realized. There is a promise of good 
in the long vacation, which has indeed 
never been attained to the full extent 
that is hoped for and desired. But no 
symptoms of giving it up on this se. 
count have yet appeared, but rather of 
using more strenuous endeavours to se- 


A 


and one vacation, and the division of 


cure its right employment, and achieve 
a more satisfactory result. 

To part with that from which such 
advantages have been anticipated, be- 
fore the failure of the experiment has 
been conclusively established, would 
indeed be a change of plan as unwise 
as it would be radical. But the exten- 
sion of a three years’ course to four 
years involves no change of plan, no 
abandonment of objects previously pur- 
sued, no inversion of ideas previously 
entertained. It is simply a growth, or 
expansion—an advance in the direction 
of antecedent movements. It is just a 
confession that the ultimatum is not 
yet reached, and that improvement is 
possible; whether this proposed im- 
provement is of a nature to meet a real 
want, and supply an existing demand, 
ia the question for the Church to an- 
ewer. 

A second point suggested by M.,“ 
is whetber the four years’ course pro- 
posed in Princeton “will accomplish 
any more than can be gained” by bis 
project of redaciog the length of the 
vacation. He proceeds to argue that it 
will not, because three years of forty 
weeks do not fall far short of four years 
of thirty-two weeks But this leaves 
out of view the fact that a more careful. 
and systematic employment of the vaca- 
tion, for its legitimate end, is an integral 
part of the Princeton plan. Upon M's.“ 
method, hundred and twenty weeks 
of exclusively scholastic culture would 
be provided for, which would tend to fit 
the future minister for but one side of 
his work, the diminished vacations 
leaving no opportunity for any thing 
beyond. The other method provides 
for one hundred and twenty-eight weeks 
of study, and besides this, for more than 
fifty-two weeks, or a full year, of disci- 
pline in the practical details of minis- 
terial work. They do not, therefore, 
cover the same ground. And as by 
„M's.“ confession, “the importance of 
greater attention to practical training 
cannot be over-estimated,” there is a 
difference between the two plans of 
vastly greater consequence than the 
eight weeks of additional study, which 
the Princeton plan affords. 


A third point which is pressed, is 
“the great saving of time,” if „M's.“ 
proposal were adopted. As it could 
only be adopted by reversing the set- 
tled policy of the Church in this matter, 
and abandoning an idea which is mani- 
festly cherished and considered sacred; 
and furthermore, as its adoption would 
fail to secure important ends aimed at 
in the proposed arrangement, the saving 
of time, even if this could be fairly 
pleaded in its bebalf, would scarcely be 
a determining consideration. If time 
is to be saved, irrespective of the ad- 
vantage to be gained by its use, the 
reduction of the course to two years, to 
one, or the abolition of it altogether, 
would effect a greater saving still. Bat 
in point of fact the saving of time, whe- 
ther to the man himself or to the Church, 
is purely imaginary. By a proper econ- 
omy of the vacations, aud their employ- 
ment in the manner proposed, each 
student will have performed one full 
year’s work in the Master's vineyard 
before his four years’ course is termina- 
ted, and the Church will bave bad the 
benefit of a full year of active labour 
from him—labour performed, too, in 
such circumstances, and under such di- 
rection, as to be most advantageous for 
himself, and most profitable to others. 
The three years of study and one of. 
labour are combined, instead of being 
consecutive; and from the combination 
results an increased efliciency in both, 
and a more thoroughly trained aud bet- 
ter developed minister. 

A fourth point still more earnestly 
insisted upon, is “the largely increased 
pecuniary expense” of the four years’ 
course. Bat the saving of expense, as 
of time, is to be estimated by the value 
of the results paid for. One plan would 
be cheap at double the outlay required 
by another, if it produced results which 
were more than twice as valuable. But 
besides this, the imagined difference of 
expense rests upon a mistake. If the 
term of study be increased by reducing 
the vacation, it will cost as much, or 
more, than if the same length of time 
be gained in an additional year. 

Every additional week spent in the 
seminary will cost just so much for 
board, fuel, lights, and every otber ne- 
cessary expense, whether it be in one 
year or another. The permanent ex- 
penses of the seminary (salaries of Pro- 
fessors, &c.,) would remain unchanged. 
Its incidental expenses (servants’ wages, 
warming and lighting the public rooms, 
&c.,) would be slightly increased by the 
prolongation of the session. And if the 
year was divided into two sessions, as 
upon his plan it would have to be, the 
travelling expenses of the students 
would be increased, and all opportunity 
of contributing to their own support by 
the labours of the vacation would be 
cut off. Positively a less outlay of 
money would,be required, therefore, for 
the four years’ course than for the 
lengthened sessions, which “M.” pro- 
poses. 

A fifth point, which is urged, is that 
“every thing could not be learned in 
this additional year.” This is, of course, 
confessed. No one proposes that the 
course should be so extended as to em- 
brace every thing. The only question 
is, whether some extension cannot be 
profitably made, not with the view of 
compulsory attendance, but of offering 
the facilities of more advanced study to 
as many as may desire to avail them- 
selves of them. Should the standard of 
instruction in Princeton Seminary be 
lower now than it was at its foundation 
fifty years ago? Should the period al- 
lotted to study be abridged from what 
it was then? Does the advancement 
in other branches of education, or do 
the increased demands upon the minis- 
try allow that this should be the case? 
And if to secure the all-important end 
of a better practical training, the length 
of the annual session has been reduced, 
shall not a compensation be afforded at 
least to as many as would prize its ad- 
vantages, by suffering them to continue 
for a fourth year? The final judgment 
in the case, after all, really depends on 
the intrinsic merits of the studies pro- 
posed for the additional year. The 
catalogue of the Seminary, in which 


these are indicated, is now before the 


public. The Church now has the 
proposition in definite shape before it, 
and can make up its mind whether it is 
worth entertaining and adopting. 

In conclusion, M.“ expresses his 
sense of the importance of practical 
training, and suggests that Presbyteries 
should exercise a more watchful care 
over the manner in which their candi- 
dates spend their vacations; but he 
seems to forget that the reduced and 
divided vacations (as upon his plan they 
must be,) will afford little opportunity 
to gain any such practical acquaintance 
with the ministerial work, as should be 
aimed at and developed by any system 
of training adequate to the necessities 
of the case. While M.“ proposes to 
reduce the sum of the annual vacations 
to twelve weeks, the proposition meets 
us from other quarters, as in the resola- 
tions introduced into the Synod of Bof- 
falo, that it should be extended, as in 
Scotland, to six months. We prefer, on 
the contrary, to abide by the vacation 
as it is; only let it be faithfully applied 
to the end for which it is so manifestly 
designed, and so admirably adapted. 

G. 


— — 


WISE AND PROMPT LIBERALITY. 


A correspondent of the New York Jour- 
nal of Commerce, writing from Florence, 
gives the following example of the part 
borne in the work of evangelizing Italy, 
by the Free Church of Scotland, and also 
of the princely forwardness in giving shown 
by the members of that communion. O 
that such a spirit characterized all who 
name the name of Christ! 

Seeing how all-important the moment 
was, when light and liberty, civil and reli- 
gious, were bursting over the land, and the 
necessity of taking advantage of it, a zealous 
member and recognized agent of the Scot- 
tish Communion, resident in Italy, wrote to 
four of his fellow countrymen and co reli- 
yionists, demanding of them the sacrifice of 
one thousand pounds sterling each, in order 
to carry out and consolidate at once the ob- 
ject he had in view. Wonderful to relate, 
he did not meet with a single refusal! 
The sum required was immediately placed 
at his disposal. With it was purchased 
the large palazzo in the Via de’Seragli, 
once belonging to the Archbishop of Flo- 
rence, but now, by a chance which seems 
almost providential, converted into a Wal- 
densian theological college, with De Sanctis 
—himself once a Romish priest, a member 
uf the Pope's household, und of the congre- 
gation of the Index —at its head, and with 
schools and a native Italian printing-press 
attached to it, from which has just issued 
the third edition of ten thousand copies of 
Diodate’s translation of the New Testament, 
now sold openly, and without possibility of 
hindrance to the people at half a frane 
each. Is not this aa event and a transfor- 
mation worthy of record? I feel sure that 
the account of the incident will be read 
with interest far beyond the Atlantic, and 
stimulate to follow good example. 


THE BEAUTIFUL LAND. 


I've a home in the beautiful band, 
Where reigneth the purest delight; 
No sighing is there, 
No cloud of despair, 
Ne wintet, nor tempest, wor h. 


There are crowns in the beautiful land, 
Fat brighter than we can conceive, 
Prepared for the blest, 
When from lalorr they rest, 
Aad behold him ia wuem they believe 


There are robes in the beautiful land 
Of spotless and radiant white; 
Each purified one 
Will out-hine the sun, 
When arrayed in those garment« of light. 


here are harps in the beaatifal land, 
Whose tones, soul-entrancing, awake 
At touch of the throng 
with jubilant song 
Tie joys of salvation partase. 


is rest in the beautiful land; 
No weariness e..tereth there; 
No touch of decay 
Stealeth vigour away— 
No sorrow intradeth, yr care 


There is joy in the beautiful land 
U ufading, all holy, sublime— 
Joy putting to shame, 

As unworthy the name, 
The meagre enj yments of time. 


there is peace in the beautiful land; ‘ 
Like a river, untutlled and clear, 
The calm waters glide, 
In a heavenly tide, 
Unparting unspeakable cheer. 


There is love in the beautiful land; 
la every bosom it glows; 
All faces are bright 
With its glorious light, 
As from the Eternal it flows. 


Yes, a home in the beautiful land 
My Saviour has purchased for me; 
At infinite cost 
He recovered the lust, 
That in glory with Him they might be 


O! my home in the beautiful land, 
My spirit ia sighing for thee; 
How blessed to go 
From all weeping and woe, 
And fron sin evermore to be free! 


Happy home in the beautiful land ! 
When my spirit ascendeth to thee, 
My song will be sweet, 
As I bow at His feet, 
Who bought such a mansion for me. 
—Christian Intelligencer. 
— 


Mk. G. H. SPURGEON ON PROPHECY. 


Somebody has been sending Mr. Spur- 
yeon some tracts purporting to be written 
by himself, which predict the end of the 
world as likely to come next year. The 
reverend gentleman, at a meeting held in 
his chapel recently, thus energetically re- 
pudiated the authorship attributed to him. 
“ You will hear of me in Bedlam when you 
ever hear such rubbish as that from me. 
The Lord may oqme in 1866, and I shall 
be glad to see Him; but [ do not believe 
He will, and the reason why I do not be- 
lieve He will 11 — these 2— 

nny half penny fa rophets say he 
Lil. If they that would not come, 
I should begin to think He would; but 
inasmuch as they are all crying out as one 
man that he will come in 1866 or 1867, I 
am inclined to think He will not arrive at 
any such time. It seems to me that there 
are a great many prophecies which must 
be fulfilled before the coming of Christ, 
which will not be fulfilled within the next 
twelve months; and I prefer to stand in 
the position of a man who knows neither 
the day nor the hour in which the Son of 
Man cometh, looking always for His ap- 
pearing, but never interfering with those 
dates and figures, which seem to me to be 
only proper amusement for young ladies 
who have nothing else to do, and who take 
to that instead of reading novels, and for 
certain divines who have exhausted their 
stock of knowledge about sound doctrine, 
and therefore try to gain a little ephemeral 
popularity by shuffling texts of Scripture, 
as the Norwood gipsies shuffled cards in 
days gone by.” 


For the Presbyterian. 
VINDICATION 


OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S ACTION IN 
REFERENCE TO THE REBELLION. . 


No. III. 


THE POLITICAL QUESTION—THE NATIONAL 
CALAMITY. 


Iv galeatum, serd duelli paenitebit.” 


Messrs. Editors--We have endeavoured to 
show with what terms the Southern rebellion 
has been designated by the brethren who ob- 
jected to the Assembly’s action of 1861, and 
that, tried at the bar of their own judgment, 
it was from first to last, in its object, means, 
and history, not only an unprovoked gigantic 
political crime, but a most stupendous moral 
crime—a crime against the Church, a crime 
against the State, a crime against God, a crime 
which nothing coul justify, palliate, or ex- 
cuse, 

Our purpose no to advert to what was 
— exclaimed aguinst, in the Assem- 
bly of 1861, by the very brethren who adopted 
the above language, as another great national 
calamity,” scarcely less injurious in its effects 
than the rebellion itself. 

This national calamity was the following: 

“ Resolved, That the General Assembly, in the 
spirit of that Christian patriotism which the 
Scriptures enjoin, and which has always charac- 
terized this Church, do hereby acknowledge and 
‘tec!are our obligation to promote and perpetuate, 
so far as in us lies, the integrity of these United 
States, and to strengthen, uphofd, and encourage 
the Federal Government in th exercise of all its 
functions under our noble Ccdstitution; and to 
this Constitution, in all its paovisions, require- 
ments, and principles, we pro our unabated 
loyalty. And to avoid ail isconception, the 
Assembly declares that, by he term ‘Federal 
Government,’ as here used, 4 not meant an 
ticular Administration, o/ the peculiar opinions 
„Hany political party, be that central Adminis- 
tration, whieh, being 
inaugurated accordi 
the Constitution of 


any time eppointed and 
to the terms prescribed in 
e United States, is the visi- 
ble representative A our national existence.” 
Such was the \action of the Assembly of 
1861—simple, cles, loyal, right. It declared 
it to be the moral duty of all Old-school Pres- 
byterians not to aid 
" the Government, with true allegiance. 

is, in the judgment of those who believed, 
I, That the rebellion was a gigantic moral 
crime; 2, That the Assembly had the right to 
enjoin loyalty to the country on all under its 
care; and 3, That loyalty was a moral and 
religious duty at that time—this action was 
protested against, after the most persistent 
und unsuccessful effort to defeat it, as a great 
national calamity! We regard,” said they, 
this action of the Assembly, therefore, as a 
eat national calamity, as well as the most 
isastrous to the interests of our Church, 
which has q@parked its 
July, 1861, p. 551. 

t is to this action, thus gibbetted, that the 
Rev. Dra. Wilson, Robinson, MePheeters, 
Brooks, and others refer, and placing the 
rotest in the van of their Declaration and 
estimony,“ send it forth to the Church, as 
either a wedge of division, or an engine of 
reaction. But, whatever may have been, or 
yet may be said, either by the Assembly’s 
protestants or the Border-state declarers, in 
reference to this action, the “action” will 
et avenge itself, if it has not dune so already, 
or the wrong committed against it; and his- 
tory will yet write, and our children will yet 
read, the protest as the national calamity,” 
and the one thing, in all the deliberations of 
the Assembly, during five years past, as the 
„most disastrous” to the interests of the 
Charch! One would naturally suppose that 
such action would be entirely unobjectionable 
to those who viewed the rebellion as a gigan- 
tic and stupendous moral crime against God, 
the Church, and the country. Either “this 
Southern rebellion (not a rebellion, nor any 
rebellion in general,] was in itself, “per se,” 
a moral crime or not. If a moral crime, then 
the Church was morally bound to pass the 
action, and inculcate those duties t» the 
State, in the discharge of which rebellion 
would disappear. But the chief of those 
duties was allegiance to the government. If 
not a moral crime, then the Assembly had no 
right to take any notice of it whatever, and 
the objectors were criminal in denouncing the 
rebellion as they did. The Assembly believed 
it was a crime, and acted accordingly. The 
protestants against the action also prof 
to believe thé rebellion a crime—yea, asseve- 
rated it on the platform, but denied the As- 
sembly’s right to the action against 
which they protested, viz:—The action which 
enjoined allegiance upon all Presbyterians 
under its care. 

The argument by which, notwithstanding 
their admission of the crime, they endeavour- 
ed vainly to justify, their position was con- 
structed thus: 

1. Our views are only private and individ- 
ual opinions. The South think differently 
from us. It is evident, therefore, that the 
question of duty is not settled. 

2. The decision of the moral question de- 
pends on the decision of the political. 

3. The decision of the political question 
depends upon the issue of the war. 

4. There is no law of God to tell us whe- 
ther, in this crisis, we owe allegiance to the 
government of the United States as to the 
supreme government of the country. 

ive corollaries flowed from this train of 
reasoning. 1. Silence is the duty of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 2. No man can tell, certain- 
ly, whether he is bound to resist the rebellion 
or not. 3. No light can be shed on our duty 
as to this gigantic crime. 4. It is perfect! 
clear that the whole question is one of indif- 
ference in morals. 5. The General Assembly 
violated the Constitution of the Church, and 
usurped the prerogatives of God, in taking 
the action it did. 

Such was the nature of the protest, and 
auch some of its inevitable teachings. Let us 
examine the grounds of this protest, in the 
light of fact, principle, the convictions of the 
protestants, and the law of God. 

I. The General Assembly assumed to de- 
cide a political question. The question was, 
‘Whether the allegiance of our citizens is 
primarily to the State or the Union.” “We 
deny the right of the General Assembly to 
decide the political question.” (See the pro- 
test.) This. is the first objection. Were the 
political question devided, the duty of the 
Assembly would be clear, But as it is not 
decided, the Assembly is incompetent to en- 
join allegiance upon rebellious Presbyterians 
as a duty to the general government. 

This whole argument is a complex sophism, 
built upon three separate fallacies, to wit: 
l. A fallacy as to fact. 2. A fallacy as to 
principle. 3. A fallacy as to the rule of 


uty. 

1. A fallacy as to fact. It was not true, 
when the Assembly met in 1861, that the 
political question was not decided. This 
-hue and ery,” ringing through the air, and 
fuund on the lips even of good men, was itself 
a vhild that had been engendered by political 
heresy and crime. Its father was Disloyalty, 
its mother was Slavory, its last born twin 
brothers were Treason and War. It was be 
gotten in no other way. It bad no other ori- 
gin. It was always the pretext of, Southern 
and Northern politicians, labouring ing the 
interest of human bondage, and, at last, will- 
ing to overthrow a most beneficent govern- 
ment for the sake of founding a great slave 
empire.” It was adopted once by some even 
in New England. If we ask to whom belongs 
the right of deciding the political question, 
the Princeton Repertory will furnish us the 
answer. It belongs to the people, the Con- 

ss, and the Government. 2 
April, 1861, pp. 337, 338; July, 1802, p. 517. 
That this question had already been decided, 
and that such was the conviction of the chief 
protestants against the Assembly’s action, is 
perfectly clear. We need 9 use the language 
they themselves adopted. The nation is “a 

y politic, and indivsolubly one.” The 
States have national unity.” The emblems 
and signs of this are “one flag, one name, 
one President, one Legislature, one Supreme 
Court, one navy and army.” They are one 
in virtue of a common Constitution.“ The 
compact cannot be altered or annulled at 
the will of the States individually, as the 
Constitation of a State may be at its indi- 
vidual will.“ „There is no possibility of dis- 
memberment, except by rebellion or revolu- 
tion, unless by common consent.” The con- 
tracting parties stipulated that “the Union 
shall be tual.” ‘From the history of 


| the Constitution, it is plain the right of seces- 


NEW YORK. 


sion was denied.” It was on this under- 
standing that South Carolina and all the 
other States entered the Union” No State, 
or number of States, have the right to sepa- 
rate from the Union, except by common. con- 
sent. The “absurdities” that flow from the 
contrary doctrine are manifest. The United 
States gave fifteen millions of dollars for Lou- 
isiana, ten millions for Texas, and millions 
more for her security in the Mexican war, 
and for the acquisition of California. Five 
millions were paid for Florida. One hundred 
and twenty were offered fur Cuba. It is ab- 
surd to suppose that our government was 
founded on the theory of secession.” What 
if Louisiana and Texas bad seveded in the 
rear of our army during the Mexican war, 
and cut off our resources? That, long ago, 
when the Union was formed, we became a 
“nation,” and not a “rope of sand,” not 
citizens merely of the several States, but also 
of the United States,” that we are a “ political 
unit,” that “the Constitution and laws of the 
United States are the supreme law of the 
land,” that “treason is a breach of alle 
giance,” that the “Union is indissoluble ex- 
cept by common consent,” K., Ke.—all this 
was acted upon by the “founders” of the 
vernment, in opposition to those who held 
the contrary opinion, and has since been held 
“by all parties,” and has been “the common 
faith of the country from first to lust.“ Yea, 
it was the accepted doctrine even before the 
present Constitution was in force,” as illus 
trated in the ordinance of 1787, which affirm. 
ed the compact“ then made to be unalter- 
able except by common consent.“ And it 
waa the doctrine, again, ju-t before the war 
of 1812, when, by reason of American em- 
bargo laws, asa protection against the Eng- 
lish orders in council.” New England 
threatened secession, any attempt at which 
was denounced as “high treason.” And it 
was, again, the doctrine during the war of 
1812, when the proceedings of the “ Hartford 
Convention” were denounced in a similar 
way. Repertory, January, Ile, . 8, 30, 
31, and April, 1861, pp. 336, 337, written 
before the Assembly met. Compare October, 
1861, p. 632. In other words, the “ sove- 
reignty of the States“ was a phrase belonging 
to the Old Confederation, which phrase was 
discarded for the Union“ by the Confedera- 
tion itself which said the Union shall be 
perpetual.“ Thus by the Confederation, by 
the National Congress, by the National u- 
vention, by the Government, and the people, 
the political question was decided, even at the 
very foundations of the nation itself. 
Now, all this was true. It was no mere 
matter of private“ or “individual opinion, 
as the objectors would allege. That the 
United States government was supreme over 
all States, and the Union perpetual, was pub 
lic opinion. It was more. It was public 
doctrine, public sentiment, historie fact, and 
common faith. It was confirmed again by 
Statea, 1 and government, when troops 
were called out to resist the nefarious attempt 
on the national.life. The only and the true 
question before the country, when the Assem- 
bly met, was not shall the political question 
be decided? but shall the decision of the po- 
litical question stand? Not, shall a decision 
be made? but shall a made decision stand? 
It was no other than this, either in the sight 
of God or unbiinded men. The whole protest 
of the minority in the Assembly of 1561 pro- 
ceeds upon either the fuilure or purpose not 
to regard this vital distinction. The whole 
reasoning of that protest rests upon a fallacy 
which their own testimony and teaching re- 
fute. But, the political question having been 
decided, as is evidenced by four important 
epochs in our national history, by the testi- 
mony of all parties,” the records of the na- 
tion, and the “‘common faith” of the country, 
the moral duty was clear, and no objection of 
any kind could lie against that noble and 
faithful action, which its opposers have be- 
wailed as a “national calamity.” 

2. A fallacy as to principle. This fallac 
is that nothing can be said to be truly decided, 
so long as any considerable number of men 
choose to dispute, or make trouble about the 
decision, or array themselves in hostility 
against it. Were there not armed rebels in 
the land? Had not the South, from the very 
foundation of the nation, clung to a political 
heresy, and all in the interest of slavery? 
Ergo, the political question was not decided! 
Then, when, in the name of all that is rea- 
sonable on earth, can any thing ever be said 
to be decided in this wicked world of ours? 
Were the rebellion to lift its horrid front to- 
morrow, would the political question be unde- 
cided? Or will the objectors, still confound- 
ing the confirmation of a decision with a deci. 
sion itself, yet say that only war decides the 
question? So it would seem. Then the 
Church must be “ muzzled” again, if possi- 
ble, and so on through the ages, never open- 
ing her mouth till after the war is over, and 
then not at all, for no necessity” exists, and 
it is not “expedient,” but never at the alarm 
or beginning of war, because the political 
question is not decided! Who knows not the 
policy of disturbers, in both Church and State, 
not to submit to an unwelcome decision? 
Who knows not the policy of seditious or mis- 
guided men to keep on agitating and foment- 
ing discord, with the hope of overthrowing a 
decision they hate, or destroying the body 
that made it, and all this under the plea of 
conscience? Who knows not the design of 
ever opening anew questions that have been 
closed? Who sees it not, even now, in both 
Church and State? Apply the principle 
that, because men are in arms inst a deci- 
sion, there is therefore no decision at all, to 
the decisions of the Church or the State, and 
what hecomes of order, law, authority, obedi- 
ence, peace, prosperity? The only result can 
be discord, anarchy, rebellion, suicide, chaos, 
absolute ruin! The spirit of rebellion must 
be either subdued or banished from our fel- 
lowship. Toleration of it is death. The 
Presbyterian Church cannot stand, in this 
land, this perpetual harrowing and worrying 
in the interests of discomfitted and dissatis- 
fied men. Is it necessary to expose any more 
a fallacy so palpable? 

3. A fallacy as to the rule of duty. The 
rule of moral duty in reference to the moral 
crime of this rebellion was grcunded, by the 
objectors, in the decision of a political ques- 
tion. Loet it be remembered that the moral 
question, in all these cases, depends on the 
political one.“ The question whether they 
are morally guilty, depends on the question 
whether their theory of the Constitution is 
right.“ The whole duty of allegiance is sus- 
pended u an if, which if can only be 
sliminated b the decision of the political 
question. “If the doctrine of secession is 
true, then the Presbyterians are bound, (!) in 
South Carolina, to renounce allegiance to the 
Federal government. it is wrong, they are 
in rebellion,” &o. “Jf it is right, they are 
heroes; if it is wrong, they are wicked 
rebels.” Repertory, July, 1861, pp. 5al, 562. 

There are four very important things to be 
noted just here. I. That this doctrine does 
teach that, during the seventy-five years past 
of our national history, neither the moral nor 
political duty of allegiance to the United 
States government, as to the supreme govern- 
ment of the land, was settled, because the 
theory of secession was held by some. The 
political question was not decided!” 2. The 
absolute contradiction that obtains between 


fore, to prove that this political question was 
decided. 3. The palpable inconsistency of 


South to secede from the Union, as a mere 
“assumption,” (Repertory, April, 1861, p. 


| 336,) not discerning that it was equally and 
correspondingly, in every partieuiar © 


“assumption” to assert that the 


the South to secede was no assumption at all. 


and political, even of the North, to stand by 


not decided!“ 


and the nation had 
the duty of all citizens, and especially of al 


eral government in the prosecu 


all this reasoning, and all that was said be- 


denouncing the supposed right“ of the 


similar 
political 

question was not decided,” if the former were 
| true; or that, by the very concession of this 
non-decision, then the supposed “right” of 


4. The utter impossibility of proving, upon 
this argument, that it was the duty, moral 


the national government in putting down this 
wicked rebellion by force of arms. For, if 
the duty of allegiance to the general govern- 
ment is suspended at all upon the decision of 
the political question, the duty of the North, 
as well as of the South, was involved in that 
suspension, fur the political question was 
On this doctrine not a man 
had shouldered his musket, the call of the 
trumpet to battle had never been sounded, 
rished. And yet it was 
said, by the very objectors themselves, It is 


Christians, to sustain and ercourage the Fed- 
o of this 


war, to the utmost of their ability, and at 
any cost.“ (Repertory, July, 1862, p. 520.) 
And all this when the “ political question was 
not decided!“ Let &lipus solve the riddle, 
if he can, how it might be a duty for the 
South “to rebel” and be “heroes,” and at 
the samo time be unquestioned duty for the 
North to put down rebellion, if the duty on 
either side depends on the decision of the 
political question.“ It is a curious proposi- 
tion in morals, that it may be, indeed, the 
daty of A to strike B, but that it certainly 
is the duty of B to knock him down for so 
doing! And this all the more a duty, because 
the ground of obligation for either party is 
that the political questoin is not decided.” 
The scholastic ‘‘distinguo,” with the fore- 
finger at the nose, and even the casuistry of 
Escobar and Lessius would find themselves 
overmatched here! No man could solemnly 
aver that allegiance to the Federal govern- 
ment was even a political, much less a moral 
duty for the North, in the hour of the nation’s 
anguish; for “the political question was not 
decided! The simple doctrine of this position 
is itself a felony against the State, by inevi- 
table consequence. The ‘“reductio” of the 
argument is not merely a “reductio ad ab- 
surdum it is a “reductio ad suicidium.” It 
would make the nation commit a e de se,” 
or else ground the rule of duty in something 
else than in saying “the political question is 
not decided.“ 

Ou what ground, may we ask, did the Gene- 
ral Assembly of L862 enjoin the duty of alle- 
giance upon any one? According to the 
objectors, “the political question was not 
decided!“ War was still raging. If the doo 
trine of the ohjectors was true in 1861, it was 
true in 1862. for “the political question was 
not decided!” Is it answered that the action 
of 1862 was addressed only ta loyal Presbyte- 
rians in the North, but not to rebellious Pres- 
byterians in the South? This is most em- 
phatically a great mistake. The faot is just 
the contrary. The use of the legal title of our 
Church, with which that action begins, is no 
recognition of the Southern Confederacy. It 
is the very opposite. The “schism” in the 
Church was, at that time, not regarded 
( Repertory, July, 1862, p. 506.) Tho rebellion 
was recognized as existing in the Southern 
“portion of the Union (p. 504.) The duty of 
allegianee was devlared as resting upon all the 
people who compose this great nation“ 
(p. 504.) Three classes of persons are ad- 
dressed in that action, and the very first clase 
are the rebellious Presbyterians in the South! 
— who have been left of God to have any 
hand in bringing on these terrible calamities ;”’ 
und whom God calls to repentance by his 
fearful judgments’’—p. 505.) And all this 
when “the political question was not decided!“ 
And yet, of this action, thus addressed, it was 
said by the objectors to the action of 1861, 
There is no solid objection against it on the 
score of principle. It was competent to this 
Assembly, as an ecclesiastical court, to adopt 
it.“ Why? Because, said they, the South 
were “not represented” in that Assembly“ 
(p. 515.) Bat this was one of the rea- 
sons why it was unjust and cruel,” in 1861, 
for the Assembly to take action at all! But 
let that pass. The South had now gone, 
although the Assembly refused to recognize 
the echism as final. Is the rule of duty theo, 
for the Assembly of 1862, grounded In Tug 
ract that the South had gone? 85 the objev- 
tors said. All the States represented in the 
Assembly are now sevession States, aud there- 
fore all the people in them owe allegiance to 
the General Government’’—( Repertory, July, 
1802, p. 516.) But this will hardly do, for 
alter all, “the political question was not de- 
cided!’ Besides, does the fact of eoclesiasti- 
cal schism give birth to the moral and politi- 
cal duty of even loyal Presbyterians to stand 
by the Government?—or is the right of the 
Church to enjoin all-giance built upon the fact 
of her division? or ) a the mere presence of 
a ful! representation, or the absence of a part, 
em’ -c a right not previously possessed? or 
did the fact that rebellious Presbyterians had 
yone, make the “ political question” “ no po- 
litical question at all?” Let us abandon all 
this imagination. It amounted to a practival 
recognition of the Confederacy, to a practical 
recognition of secvssion, to a practical recog- 
nition of the absurdity that the presence and 
concurrence of rebellious brethren were neces- 
sary to empower the Church to enjoin a moral 
duty they were determined to violate. We 
shall find that the objectors themselves, who, 
in 1861, grounded the rule of duty, in refer- 
ence to rebellion, in the decision of a politi- 
cal question,“ discovering that, on this ground, 
the Assembly of 1862 was still incompetent to 
enjoin allegiance even on Northern Presbyte- 
rians, abandoned the ground themselves, and 
interposing the fact of Southern non-represen- 
tation as a shield to cover their retreat, making 
much of it at the same time, finally landed, 
as they were driven by the“ logie of events,” 
upon the sure rock of the Diviue rule of dut 
alone, and sent the party phrase, the politi- 
cal question is not decided,” where God sent 
Oreb and Zeeb, the princes of Zebah and Zal- 
munah, and where he sent the wicked rebel- 
lion itself, whirling to the blast, like the 
thistle-down—even like a wheel, as the stub- 
ble before the wind.” We shall, therefore, 
employ them to overthrow the lame ethics of 
their own creation. They shall demolish their 
own argument, and leave it a powerless 
curiosity in the loving hands of the Border- 
State declarers to play with, and pet, and 
caress, and smile at, and taste, and make 
faces over, and find it at last, as the apples of 
Sodom! When these same declarers, pro- 
voked at the action of 1862, indignantly ex- 
claimed, “Where does the Bible teach the 
duty of the Government to put down rebel- 
lion!“ the reviewer of the Assembly’s action 
triumphantly responded, “ The Bible, in teach- 
ing the general trath that governments are 
ordained of God, that resistauce to them is re 
sistance to the ordinance of God, and that the 
magistrate is armed with the sword—that is 
with legitimate authority to enforce such obe- 
dience does teach all that the paper in ques- 
tion asserts!” ( Repertory, July, 1862, p. 517.) 

Here is the rule of duty. It is grounded in 
the law of God, and not in the decision of a 
political question, as was even admitted in 
January, 1861, before the Assembly met, 
when it was said that when “ political ques- 
tions” rise into the “sphere of morals,” the 
rule of action is to be sought, not in con- 
siderations of State policy, but in the law of 
God.” (Repertory, January, 1861, p. 1.) 

But what became of the “political ques- 
tion,“ on which the moral duty depended? 
Where is that fifty times repeated “if?” 
Listen! It matters not whether the Calhoun 
doctrine is true or not; the duty of the govern- 
ment remains the same!” The Assembly 
‘simply enjoined a duty which binds all for 
whom the Assembly acted, no matter how 
‘that political question may be decided!” 
( Repertory, July, 1862, pp. 516, 517.) Reete! 
Bene! Pulchre! only the shield of retreat ia 
interposed— all for whom the Assembly 
acted’—a shield broken to atoms, for the 
Assembly acted for those to whom it address- 
ed “words of rebuke and exhortation,” as 
‘unto brethren who had sinned exceedingly,” 
and “whom God calls to repentance by his 
fearful judgments ;” and all this just because 
the political question was decided—decided 
as much and as surely in 1861 as in 1862! 

But did not the objectors say of the Assem- 
bly of 1862 what they said of the Assembly 
of 1861, viz., that it decided a Bg ne ques- 
tion? By no means! Not in the least! It 
decided no such a: It simply enjoined 
a duty,” &c. (Repertory, July, 1862, p. 516.) 
So, it comes to that the “answer” of the 
Assembly & 1861 to the protest“ nat 
the action of that Assembly was true, and the 
protest“ not true, the projestants themselves 
being judges! But how peculiar is the situa- 
tion! In 1861 the Assembly did decide a 
political question.” In 1862 “it decided no 
such question,” and yet it enjoined the same 
thing, in both cases, only stronger in the last, 
and upon the whole Church But, even 
granting, for the sake of the argument, that 
it enjoined allegiance only on Northern Pres- 
byterians, still the rule of duty on which, in 
issuing that injunction, the Assembly acted, 
God’s law, the ultimate rale of right, always 
universal, never sectional, was applicable to the 
South as well as to the North, and determin- 
ing, at one and the same time, their duty as 
well as ours, decided the question of allegi- 
ance for them as well as fur us, and left them 
not only contemners of the ecclesiastical au- 
thority they had vowed to revere, but guilt 
and condemned in their blindness and rebel- 
| | lion against a government “they had sworn to 
support.” And there they stand this day— 
their cause lost, God against them, olu 
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„ conecientious” still, 
prowithout even thesign of ber 


It was urged as a reason the Assembly 
should take no action in 1861, that it would 
be-“ treasonable for 
to profess lo to the National Government. 

1861, p. 550.) That is, 
when crime assumes gigantic dimensions, is 
in the ascendant, 412 men from 
their duty, the Church must not declare the 
duty itself, and leave the circumstances with 
God. ! But what of those who were not re- 
strained and yet guilty? What of those who 
were “foremost,” and gloried in cresting the 
wave of rebellion? What of the traitors who 
made the treason that restrained themselves! 
Does might make right? This whole apology 
nullifies the whole doctrine of the Apostle in 
reference to civil government, and to the rule 
of duty, on which the Assembly scted in 
1862, @ rule which the Assembly was bound 
to act upon, and did act upon, in 1801. 

Avoustine, or Hirro. 
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SATURDAY, Dec. 30, 1865. 


IHE PRESBYTERIAN 


TERMS FOR 1866. 


SPECIMEN COPIES WILL BE SENT GRATIS 
FOR ONE WEEK on 4 MONTH. 


E invite the attention of our 
friends to the subjoined 
List of Terms for the year 1866, 


4 and solicit their aid in extending 


the circulation of the Presbyterian. 
Whilst other religious papers dur- 
ing the past few years have, with 
scarcely an exception, increased 
the price of subscription, our 
terms have remained the same, 


and our paper continues to be 


the cheapest religious paper that 
is issued. By the addition of new 
and attractive features from time 
to time, by varied and extensive 
correspondence, by liberal expen- 
diture in obtaining early intelli- 
gence of all important religious 
movements throughout the world, 
and especially those connected 
with the Presbyterian Church, 
we hope to increase the import- 
ance of our paper and make it a 
valuable auxiliary to the pastor in 
his work. 

In former years the accessions 
to our list have been yery nume- 
rous, but in consequence of the 
advantageous offer now made, we 


hope our friends will, by a simul- 


.. member. 


taneous effort, endeavour to intro- 
duce it into every Presbyterian 
family. For this purpose specimen 
copies will be sent for a week or 
a longer period. 


OFFER FOR 1866. 


Any person sending us one new name, 
with two dollars, may retain the fifty cents, 
and we will send one paper for one year to 
the new subscriber for the two dollars. 


Any person sending us two new names 
with five dollars, will have a copy of the 
paper sent to him gratis for one year, and a 
paper will be sent to each of the new sub- 
cribers for one year. 


2. 
To every person sending us the names of 

3 five new subscribers, with one year's pay. 
mont in ad vance, ($12.50,) we will give 
the sum of ſtwe dollars, which may be do 
ducted from the sum forwarded to us. 


This is not to be considered as a reduction of 
terms, but simply as a premium offered to those 
who will aid in enlarging our subscription list, 
and this arrangement will only bold for a limited 
period. 


TERMS. 
One copy for one year, 82.50 
Fiwe copies to one address, for one year, — 
Ten copies to one address for one year, 0.00 
With an additienal copy t the person 
who may act as agent. 
copies to one address, for one year, $30.00 
With an additional copy to the agent. 
Twenty-five copies to one address, for one 
year, . $45.00 

With an additional copy to the agent. 

Specimen Copies will be sent, on application, for 
One week, or a month. 

07 The money must always be sent in advance. 
When the amount is large, a draft or post office 
order should be procured, if possible. 

Address, always post-paid, 

ALFRED MARTIEN & Co. 
606 Chestnut Street, Philad’a. 

Noricz ro Supscripers IN Ba 
Monz — Mr. William H. Cole will here- 
after act as our Agent in the city of 
Baltimore and its vicinity, to whom pay- 
ments may be made in advance for sub- 
scriptions. He will also collect all ar- 
rearages now due. His address is Wi1- 
Hax H. Cors, Cashier in City Collec- 
tor’s Office, City Hall, Holliday Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

— 

Incrzase.—We are daily receiving 
accessions to our list, in many cases 
large numbers have been received from 
a single congregation, the result of an 
effort by the pastor or by an individual 
In other cases we know that 
large clubs are forming. Will not every 
pastor, or elder, or some member in every 
congregation make an effort to introduce 


the Presbyterian into every family? 


Our TERMuS.— The price of subscrip- 
tion to single subscribers is Two Dol- 
lars and Fifty Cents per annum, when 
paid in advance; Three Pellars if not 
paid within six months, and Three 
Dollars and Fifty Cents if not paid till 
after six months. Many of our sub- 
scribers are very prompt in their remit- 
tances; but there are others who defer 
payment for one or more years, and yet 
expect us to receive the advance price 
as payment in full. This we cannot 
do. The Presbyterian is the Cheapest 
Religious Paper issued, and is prepared 
at great outlay in cash. Our subscri- 
bers can therefore understand why we 
must insist on a strict compliance with 
our terms. ; 

Subscribers in arrears are invited to 
examine the printed labels upon their 
papers, which show the time to which 
their subscriptions have been paid, and 
to remit to us according to our terms as 
stated above 


— 


A QUESTION SEKTTLEKD. 


T will be seen that the Presbyterian 
General Assembly, which was inau- 
gurated at the South during the war, 
and in the full belief of the perpetuity 
of the now exploded Confederacy, have 
determined to keep apart from the 
Church from which they seceded, and 
maintain their independence. We were 
fully persuaded, from what we had 
learned, that such was the disposition, 
if not determination, of the Southern 
clergy, antecedent to what they regarded 
as the offensive action of our last Gene- 
ral Assembly. They were soured by 
the success of our Government in crash- 
ing the rebellion, and even in their 
ecclesiastical relations were not pre- 
pared to fraternize with the North, and 
heal the schism they had created. At 
length it has been determined that they 
are to constitute an independent body. 
It is not our purpose now to argue the 
question with them, or to expose the sin 
of schism in the Charch, without cause, 
and contrary to all good reason. They 
are responsible to God, and not to us; 
and there we leave them. We advert 
to the fact now for the purpose of ex- 
pressing our opinion that any further 
discussion of the question of their return 
will be out of place. We have opened 
our columns freely for this hitherto, and 
given the largest liberty to disputants 
pro and contra—until, indeed, our read- 
ers began to complain; and when the 
articles now in hand shall be finished, 
we must refuse communications on a 
subject which has been summarily set- 
tled. Those who agreed with our 
General Assembly, that the Southern 
Church should not be re- admitted except 
on special examination, will not, under 
the cirenmstances, desire to continue 
the coutroversy, and those of a contrary 


opinion would not, we suppose, conde- 


scend to coax the affiliation of men so 
fixed in their purpose to renounce our 
connection. There is, therefore, no 
ground left for further discussion, and 
it would be a waste of time and patience 
to prosecute it. 

It should here be remarked, also, that 
since the Assembly at Macon have de- 
termined to take an independent stand, 
they must have done so in full view of 
their ability to maintain their ground. 
urely, under the circumstances, no 
appeal will be made to those from 
whom they have separated, to aid in 
rebuilding and refurnishing their dilapi- 
dated churches. They are indisposed 
to our fellowship, and it would be un- 
gracious to ask help to build up a schis- 
matical organization. So we think it 
will be generally regarded at the North. 
If we really believe that they never 
should have divided the Church, or 
pursued measures to perpetuate the 
division, it would be difficult to per- 
suade ourselves of any moral obligation 
to aid and abet their plans. 


— — 


REMEMBER, 


E merciful dispensation of the Di- 
vine Providence may be traced to 
the fatherly remembrance of God. 
Should he forget us, all the lights of 
our existence would bo extinguished, 
and the earth become a dreary and 
desolate residence, and to forget him is 
the sure forerunner of calamity. The 
very fact that we exist at all, and that 
life is tolerable, if not @ positive enjoy- 
ment, is proof that God remembers us. 
Why, then, should not the remembrance 
be reciprocal? Is it nota duty? Is it 
not essential to our well-being? Al 
Scripture, as well as all experience, 
demonstrate it to be so. As each year 
glides past us, and brings us nearer to 
our great account, we are solemnly re- 
minded of our obligation in this respect. 
If still in our youth, when the seduc- 
tions of sin are most pressing and dan- 
gerous, reason and Scripture forcibly 
appeal to us that we should “ remember 
our Creator.” He formed us, endowed 
us with an immortal nature, and bene- 
volently supplied and shielded us ; Ae 
has been our first and surest friend, 
and shall we forget him? Unless 
this susceptible age a foundation o 
religious remembrance be laid, the 
prospect is that God will be oblit@rated 
from our thoughts in advanced life, 
when the evil days come, in which, 
from the absence of God, we shall say 
we have no pleasure. If, as is too 
often the case in youth, the thought of 
God may appear obtrusive and dis- 
turbing to our worldly enjoyment, God 
may withbold any recognition at a 
season when enfeebled age most needs 
a powerful support, and no opening 
heavens welcome us. The fatal mis-- 
take of the world 
time of youth is wasted in pursuing the 
phantoms of earthly pleasure, and no 
provision is made for the coming future. 

“ Remember all the commandments 
of the Lord, and do them.” However 
forgetful you may have been hitherto, 
at least now recall your obligations and 
render full obedience to your rightful 
sovereign. He has an indisputable 
right to command, end his command- 
ments are not grievous. Covering as 
they do the whole ground of moral 
duty, they are designed to cultivate 
within us a higher nature, and prepare 
us for a more glorious sphere. As 
there is no one of them which can be 
violated with impunity, so there are 
none which may not be observed with 
advantage. Could we see them in ail 
their relations and bearings, we should 
be constrained to acknowledge that they 
were wisely intended for our highest 
good. We should therefore remember 
them, and not only so, but do them, faith- 
fully, punctually, and perseveringly. 

“ Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy.” How much need there is to 
keep this in mind, when so many open- 
ly profane it and deny its obligation! 
God’s Sabbaths are interposed amidst 
our secularities to counteract their in- 
fluence on our spiritual nature. When 
duly remembered and kept holy, God is 
honoured and our own souls benefitted. 
Multitudes may trace their ruin to 
a breach of this benevolent law, and it 
is a sad proof of the infatuation of sin- 
ners that they so eagerly promote any 
plan for the desecration of the holy day. 
Christians well know from experience 
the benefit of such weekly pauses in 
their worldly avocations, that they 
may more intently turn their thoughts 
to God; and the community at large 
share in ite humanizing and mollifying 
influence, although it may be unwilling 
to confess it. 

“ Remember Lot’s wife.” Not merely 
her singular and terrible fate, but the 
sins which caused the signal infliction. 
Although we may not be placed in pre- 
cisely the same circumstances, all are 
exposed to the same sins of disobedi- 
ence, and strong attachment to a vain 
world. She lingered and looked back 
upon the carnal enjoyments from which | 


she was now reluctantly separated, al- 


large, is that the. 


— — 


though in the case of ber late compan- 
ions they were visited with so terrible 
a doom. Ye thoughtless worldlings, 
remember her monitory fate! God is 
the unchangeable enemy of sin, and the 
fires of his wrath are not yet extio- 
guished. Ye doubting and hesitating, 
remember! God has required a renun- 
ciation of a sinful world, and conscience 
testifies that the sacrifice should be 
made; but you delay, you linger, your 
grasp of temporal things is not loosened, 
and you would fain suggest excuses for 
still “halting between two opinions.” 

Remember from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works.” It is to be regretted that there 
should be a necessity for such an admo- 
nition, and yet there is; for who, even 
of the true disciples, have remained 
“steadfast, immovable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord?” Who 
have kept their first love; or who have 
run without sometimes being hindered? 
While yet imperfect, temptation bas not 
wholly lost its power over us, and how 
frequently we backslide from the way! 
Even a temporary separation from God, 
or loss of conscious communion witb 
him, is deplorable. The only remedy 
for it is penitence and return—a repent- 
ance founded on a deep persuasion that 
we have lamentably fallen from a happy 
condition, with a determination to renew 
our service with greater vigilance and 
zeal. 

“ Remember all the way the Lord thy 
God led thee.” Every Christian may 
well do this. He may gratefully re- 
member the lowliness and degradation 
of the origin from which he was rescued, 
the illumination shed on his darkened 
mind, the marvellous change wrought 
in his views and feelings, the kind 
Providence which has watched over 
him, the forbearance and munificence of 
God, the blessed hope of immortality 
with which he is inspired, the sure 
word of promise which will sustain him 
in life and death, and the other count- 


less causes of praise and thanksgiving. 


How well is it, then, that all should 
Remember! remember! Compliance 
with a command thus repeated, will 
embolden the soul to ask God’s remem- 
brance in return, that he would remem- 
ber his covenant, his pledged word, the 
assurance of pardon to all who repent, 
the promise to be with us to the end, 
and to remember us in his heavenly 
-kingdom. 


— — 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT 
MAOUN. 


HE General Assembly of the [Pres- 
byterian Church in the Southern 
States met at Macon, Georgia, on 
Thursday, December 14th. The Rev. 
Dr. J. S. Wilson, of Atlanta, Georgia, 
the last Moderator, opened the Assem- 
bly with a sermon, in which he advo- 
cated the establishment of a Presbyte- 
rian Church in the South, entirely dis- 
connected with the Church North. 
The Rev. Dr. George Howe, of Colum- 
bia, South Carolina, was elected Mode- 
rator; Rev. Dr. S. R. Wilson, of Au- 
gusta, Georgia, was elected Stated 
Clerk, and the Rev. Dr. William 
Brown, of Richmond, Permanent Clerk 
At the opening of the Assembly there 
were present (hirfy-seven ministers and 
twelve elders. Ochers came in the suc- 
ceeding days, but the highest number 
of members present at any time could 
not hgve been more than sixty. No 
members were present from Texas or 
Arkansas. The Synod of Nashville 
was represented by delegates from 
three of its Presbyteries, but none ap- 
peared from the Presbytery of Nash 
ville. The leading members of the 
Assembly seem to have been Dr. J. 
Leighton Wilson, Dr. Nall, of Alabama, 
Dr. E. T. Baird, of Mississippi, Dr. 


Kirkpatrick, of North Carolina, Dr. 
Frederick A. Ross, Dr. Jacob D 
Mitchell. The Rev. Dr. Smyth, of 


Charleston, appeared in the Assembly 
after its organization, and participated 
in the debates. Key. Dr. Palmer, of 
New Orleans, was not a member of the 
Assembly, but transmitted a report on 
a new Hymn Book, in Whie he inform- 
ed the Assembly that the revised copy 
of the book had been destroyed at Char- 
lotte in May last, and recommended the 
appointment of two committees—one u 
local one, to prepare the work, and the 
second one, to which it shall be submit- 
ted for criticism and amendment. 

The second day of the meeting, the 
Rev. Robert Morrison, of the Presby- 
tery of Louisville, appeared in the As- 
sembly as the representative of the 
“Kentucky Board of Aid for Presbyte- 
rian Pastors in the South,” and pre- 
sented a letter, of which we give the 
main parts, as follows: 


“TO THE GENERAL OF TUR 
RIAN CHURCH, MACON, GRORGTA. 


„ Brethren, beloved in the Lord, grace 
be to you, and peace from God our Father, 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed 
be God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort, who comforteth us 
in all our tribulations, that we may be 
able to comfort them which are in trouble 
by the comfort wherewith wo ourselves arc 
comforted 


„Those ts are to tell you that out 
of the love which we bear to you in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and from the belief 
that if we wore in any trouble you would 
try to comfort us, and above all from the 
knowledge that our Master's cause demandx 
that his pastors, within your bounds, should 
be — relieved from pressing want, 
and freed from worldly cares and avoca- 
tions, to the end that they may devote 
their whole labour to his business, your 


| brethren in this city and commonwealth 


make this overture. 

“In forming a plan, which the accom- 
panying documents describe, to thus build 
up the Redeemer's kingdom, all parties in 
our Church have met upon common ground. 
And such has been their geal and quick 
response to this call, that although but a 
few days have clapsed since it was made, 
yet already the funds of this Board amount 
to six thousand dollars, and the work, it can 
be said, is but just begun. Let the hearts 
of the brethren in your Assembly be joined 

ther with our hearts in this work. We 
ask of you, in order to a prompt and effi- 
cient disbursement of the fands entrusted 
to our care, to appoint one or more breth- 
ren of yout Presbytefies, as it may seem 
good to you, whose duty it shall be to cor- 
respond with this Board, and to indicate 
to us to whom our offering of love shall be 
sent. This co-operation on your part will 
be of t importance to ay it = a 
. and faithful discharge of our dut 
W al. matter as stewards of the Lord. 
We trust, therefore, that you will not deny 
our request, and that we may quickly hear 
from you, acquainting us with the names 
of the brethren you will appoint agrecably 
thereto. 
* * * * 
Written from Louisville, Kentucky, De- 
cember 12th; 1865, in behalf of the Board, 
by your servant and brother, for Christ’s 
sake. James H. Huser, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 


Mr. Morrison made an address to the 


— 


Assembly, and his gifts were gratefully 
accepted. 

It seems to have been a foregone con- 
clusion with those who assembled at 
Macon, that a Presbyterian Church 
South must be established. We do not 
observe in the reports that we have 
seen, any discussion on this point, and 
do not know that the question was 
raised at all. An independent position 
was probably fully determined on before 
the delegates met. The most earnest 
discussion of which we have seen any 
report, arose on the third day, when 
the subject of a name for the new As- 
sembly was brought before the House 
by a committee which had been con- 
sidering the matter. Immediately a 
number of substitutes were offered, and 
speeches, urging these substitutes, were 
made in rapid succession. It was pro- 
posed to call the body the “ Reformed 
Presbyterian Church,” the “ Free Pres- 
byterian Church,” (having been just de- 
livered from Blavery was, we presume, 
the significance of this title) —the Con- 
stitutional Presbyterian Church.” Dr. 
Fred. Ross proposed “The Presbyte- 
rian Church South;” the Rev. Jobn 
Miller proposed “ The General Assembly 
of Presbyteries of the United States ;” 
Dr. Kirkpatrick, “The Second General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.“ 
The name chosen finally was, as we 
understand from a rather confused re- 
port, “The Presbyterian General As- 
sembly in the United States;” and by 
this name the new Church is to be 
known in ecclesiastical history. The 
Assembly adjourned, after a few days’ 
session, to meet next year at Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

— 


THE REVIVAL—THE WEEK OF 
PRAYER. 


HERE has been a manifest quick- 
ening of feeling and life in the 
Church during the last few months. 
There is a profounder sense of the 
Church’s condition; more humility be- 
cause of her shortcomings; more grief 
because of her lukewarmness; more 
prayer for the purifying and renewing 
grace of the Spirit, and a more confi- 
dent and joyful hope that God is about 
to pour out a great and precious bless- 
ing upon his heritage. We cannot give 
the numerous facts which bave pro- 
duced a conviction in us that the 
Church is rising from her lethargy, and 
reaching upward to a larger activity, 


have a clear and fixed persuasion that 
we are right in our description of her 
present condition, and of the longings 
which fill the hearts of many of God’s 
people for ber renewed prosperity. We 
do not mean to say that every grace is 
visible in the Church which ought to be 
seen in her, but we believe that she is 
putting on her beautiful garments—that 
the long, dark night is passing away, 
and the day dawning which will be full 
of the gracious works of the Lord, and 
of the mercies of the most high God. 
To Christian hearts thus awakening, 
and filled with longings for God’s best, 
even bis spiritual blessings, the week of 
prayer approaches, and holds out an 
opportunity for prayer—for earnest, 
continuous prayer, for prayer in secret, 
and prayer with the great assembly, for 
prayer in unison with the ascending 
petitions of the Church throughout the 
world. Shall not the voice of all be 
heard at the mercy-seat? Will not 
pastors summon those in their flocks 
whom they know to be the Lord's 
remembrancers,” and lead them daily to 
the throne of grace? Will not bands 
of Christians covenant with each other 
to cry earnestly to God for great, genu- 
ine, and powerful revivals of religion in 
their churches, their Sabbath-schoola, 
and the communities in the midst of 
which they abide. There is great need 
of urgent prayer, for the world around 
us hurries on to death, and Satan rages 
against that divine kingdom which he 
hates and opposes, and many in the 
Church still sleep; but, thank God, the 
need is felt—the wants and dangers of 
men begin to be a burden on the hearts 
of God's people, and many, pricked in 
their hearts, are already beginning to 
ery out, “Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?“ Shall this revival (for it is a 
revival) extend to those in the Church 
who do not thus feel? Shall the luke- 
warm be quickened? Shall the worldly 
be won back from theiridolatry? Shall 
converta become more numerous, and 
careless men and women be awakened, 
and made to ask earnestly for mercy? 
O, let the Church bow down before 
God, and lift up its voice to heaven. 
Let the united prayer of the people of 
God enter into the ear of the Lord of 
hosts, and call down a blessing upon 
the souls of the needy and perishing. 


---— 
REVIVALS. 


TINUE Presbyler, in its last issue, gives 
the following item: 

“We learn that there is at present a very 
pleasant state of religious interest in the 
church at Spriogdale, Ohio, of which the 
Rev. T. E. Hughes is pastor. Twenty- 
seven have been added on profession of 
their faith in Christ, cight of whom had 
not been baptized.” 

The Presbylerian Banner says: 

“The church of Cadiz, Ohio, Presbytery 
of St. Clairsville, has reecived a great re- 
freshing from on high. Eighty one per- 
suns have just been added on profession of 
faith, of whom twenty-five were baptized, 
and twenty-four of these were heads of 
families. The Lord hath done great things 
for this church. 

A correspondent of the Presbylerian 
Standard says: 

“| have just returned from a week's 
reaching at the old Centre church, in 
‘erry county, Pennsylvania, where there 
is in progress a blessed work of the Spirit. 
The Rev. J. 8. Ramsay is pastor. Chris- 
tians are revived, and a goodly number of 

the impenitent are agitating the all-im- 
portant question, ‘What must I do to be 
saved“ 


A writer in the Central P 
reports an interesting revival with which 
the church in Covington, Virginia, has 
been blessed. “The Lord has revived 
his people,” he says, and made them 
to rejoice in him. Fifty or sixty pre- 
cious souls have professed faith in 
Christ, and are rejoicing in the hope of 
the glory of God.” 5. 

We understand that forty-eight per- 
sons were added to the Presbyterian 
church at Coatesville, Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, on last Sabbath, part of 
the fruits of a revival in the church. A 
note from Rev. Dr. McNair, addressed to 
the editors of the Presbyterian, says: 

„% The revival in the bounds of the Done- 
gel Presbytery still continues. There has 

n a precious work in Chanceford con- 
gregation, of which Rev. John Farquhar 
is pastor. Forty-five were added to that 
church at the last communion, and a large 
number more are reserved for the next 


communion occasion. The Lord has done 
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and a higher and nobler life; but we 


N. 


great things for this le. I was present 
at the do the culpentiis of the Spirit 
there, and I think I never a more 
genuine revival. There has also been an 
interesting work of grace in the Bellevue 
congregation, of which the Rev. John Kl. 
liott is pastor; thirty are named as the 
hopeful subjects of it. There has been 
quite an awakening in the |’resbyterian 
church at Lancaster; twenty-seven were 
admitted, on examination, to the commu- 
ion last Sabbath, and others purpose, in 
ue time, to profess Christ before men.“ 
— H— 


AN APPEAL. . 


HE following appeal comes to us 
from New York city. It is ad- 
dressed to all who love the interests of 
the Presbyterian Church, and would 
gather into the fold of Christ the wan- 
dering sons of the ocean. 


“The Trustees of the church of the | 


Land and the Sea beg your kind in- 
dulgence while we lay before you some 
facts relative to this promising ente 
prise, and plead its claims. After due 
deliberation, and a full conyiction of the 
necessity of this enterprise, the Presbytery 
of New York appointed a Committee, con- 
sisting of Rev. Drs. Rice, Phillips, and 
Campbell, ministers, and Messrs. A. B 
Belknap and A. B. Conger, elders. This 
Committee organized this church the 20th 
day of last December, with thirty-two 
members, composed of seamen and those 
who had been seamen, and a few scattered 
Presbyterian familics. This infant church, 
although in moderate circumstances, im 
mediately rented and fitted up a neat place 
of worship, at 52 Market strect, at a cost 
of seven hundred dollars, and called and 
settled a pastor, the Rev. Alexander 
McGlashan, who has been long and fa- 
vourably known as a scaman’s minister, 
and whose labours have already been 
blessed. The church now numbers fifty 
members; some of these are doing mis- 
sionary work at sea, and others in our own 
land. We have also collected a flourishing 
and growing Sabbath-school, of over a 
hundred scholars. All this has been done 
within six mouths. We have expended 
already fifteen hundred and twenty-three 
dollars in bringing this enterprise to its 
present promising condition. We have 
done what we could, and now solicit your 
aid. A church edifice is indispensable to 
our complete success. We have secured a 
lot, and must make a vigorous effort to 
build a church next spring, for our place 
of worship is fast becoming too small for 
us. Having planted the standard of our 
Lord and Kedeemer, we shall continue to 
rally-around it, and labour for the temporal 
and spiritual good of the thousands of the 
men Of the sea who visit this great metro- 
polis, and for the benefit of those who 
reside in this lower portion of the city. 
Joun II. Casstpy, 190 Cherry street. 
Joux Simmons, 141 Centre street. 


Henry Harrison, 12 Murray street. 


Financial Committer.” 


“THE DANGERS OF THE POPE.” 


NDER this heading the Untverse, 

a paper of the Roman Catholic 

Church, published in Philadelphia, thus 

groups together the dangers which seem 

to be gathering round the head of the 
Papal Church: 


„Our illustrious Holy Father, the most. 


gracious of all the Popes, is now beset by 
new dangers. The Kmperor of Catholic 
France is deserting him; Victor Emanuel 
is incessantly plotting for his ruin in 
every direction; hordes of armed brigands, 
incited to pillage and invasion by Italy, 
are constantly outraging both his — 
and bis sacred possessions; and Kurope 
looks on without a protest. What will the 
issue be? Lamoriciere is dead. Vimedan 
is no wore. Mgr. Merode, a man of splen- 
did capacities in military matters, has laid 
down 2 office from a bad state of health. 
And the Papal soldiers, though brave and 
truc as soldiers can be, are. outmatched in 
numbers, ten to one, by the plundering 
troops of the surrounding enemics. Spain 
has joined the robbers. Austria—even 
Austria—may be purchased with a bribe, 
or compelled by fear to do the same iniqui- 
tous act. Kxamined in the temporal mirror 
of things, it must be acknowledged that 
the illustrious Chief of Christendom is in 
the attitude of a fawn in the tiger's 
jungle.“ 
Tux Sannarn Question.—On the 
26th inst., the friends of Sabbath obser- 
vance held a meeting in the Baptist 
church corner of Broad and Arch 
street, Philadelphia, during which there 
was an interesting discussion, and suit- 
able resolutions adopted. Our readers 


have already been apprised that one of | 
the principal secular journals have is- 
sued a Sunday edition, and advocated . 
the running of passenger cars on the |. 


Sabbath, and thus revived the contest 
between the friends of religion and 
good morals, and the advocates of com- 
plete Sabbath desecration. Tho ,ques- 
tion we shall advert to more fully here- 
after. 


—— —ñä0— 

A Proresson ELxor.—At a meeting 
of the Trustees of the College of New 
Jersey, Princeton, held on Wednesday, 
the 20th inst., the Rev. Charles W. 
Shields, D.D., was elected Professor in 
the said College, on the relations of reli- 
gion to science, and it is expected he 
will soon enter upon its duties. Some 
time since, when this election was in 
contemplation, we expressed our strong 
conviction, from long and intimate ac- 
quaintance with the Professor elect, 
that he was the right man for the posi- 
tion. While for many years we have 
regarded him as one of our most forei- 
ble end instructive preachers, we were 
aware, from the peculiar bent of bie 
studies, that he was eminently qualified 
for that particular post of instruction, to 
which he has now been invited by one 
of the most venerable séats of learning 
in our country. Possessed of gentle 
and courteous manners, imbued with 
the spirit of a true Christian philosophy, 
trained in the best schools to indepen- 
dent and original investigation, and 
thoroughly grounded in scholarly attain- 
ments, it may reasonably be expected 
that, now being in the prime of life, he 
will dignify his new position as a lec- 
turer on the subject of his department, 
than which there is no one more needed 
and important. 

Homer Monruty, Boston.—This is a 
religious and literary magazine of real 
merit. Though not denominational, it 
is strictly evangelical. The Rev. E. P. 
Thwing, favourably known as a Bos- 
ton correspondent of the Presbylerian, 
has recently become gne of the edifors. 


‘| New writers, on both sides of the Atlan- 


tic, have been engaged for the coming 
year, and the publishers mean to make 
it what the press in New England ac- 
cord it to be—“ one of the ablest con- 
ducted periodicals of its Rind.” 
2 

Trustees the late 
meeting of the Trustees of the College 
of New Jersey, the following persons 
were elected Trustees of the Institution: 
Rev. Mr. Roberta, Elizabeth, New Jer- 
sey; Rev. Dr. William M. Paxton, Rev. 
Dr. J. M. Crowell, and John J. Blair, 
Esq., of New Jersey. 


— 


Draru IN THE MissioNARY 
The Rev. Robert S. Fullerton died at 
Debra, in India, on the 4th day of 
October last. His health had been de- 
clining for some time, and no hope was 
entertained of his recovery. He was iu 
the forty-third year of his age at the 
time of his death, and was in the midst 
of great usefulness as a missionary of 
the cross. He leaves a widow and sev- 
eral children, who will probably return 
to this country. The cause of missions 
has sustained a great loss in the death 
of this. good man, for our Church had 
few men in the foreign field more elfi. 
cient, and more thoroughly devoted to 
bis work than Mr. Fullerton. May God 
send forth those who shall stand in bis 
place, and fulfil the tasks from which he 
has been summoned. 


— 


Decree Conrerrev.—At the semi- 
annual meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the College of New Jersey, held at 
Princeton, New Jersey, on the 20th 
inst., the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
was conferred upon the Rev. Alexander 
Reed, the pastor of the Central Presby- 
terian church of Philadelphia. 

— 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTs — We have re- 
ceived for the Presbyterian minister in 
the South mentioned in the Presbyterian 
of December 9th—From a Presbyterian 
of East Tennessee, $5; Lida, Ind, $1. 

For City Pastor—From Mra. B, $1; 
Mrs. M., $1, and clothing; G. D. W, 
$40; E. Me., $2; F. B., $20; Mrs. M. 
G., 85; I. B., $25; J. 8. P., $25; An 
Episcopalian, Pottsville, Pa, $5; S8. C. 
F., $5; A. B. C., Germantown, clothing; 
“ Mite,” $1; Hon. II. D. Moore, $12.50, 
(special ) 

For Freedmen—Lenox church, III., 
$17; Mrs. E. C. Platt, Monmouth, III., 
$20. 


— ä 


Tur Week or Praver.—At a meet- 
ing of the ministers of the evangelical 
denominations in Philadelphia, held at 
the rooms of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, on Tuesday, December 26, 
the following appointments were made: 

Monday, January 8th, West Spruce street 
Presbyterian church, Rev. Dr. Breed. 

Tuesday, January 9th, Trinity, Methodist, 
Rev. A. Longacre, Eighth and Rave. 

Wednesday, January loth, Spruce street 
Baptist church, Rev. J. Wheaton Smith, 
Spruce below Fifth. 

Thursday, January llth, German Reformed 
church, Rey. Dr. Bomberger, Race below 
Fourth. 

Friday, January 12th, Reformed Dutch, 
Rev. Mr. Suydam, Seventh and Spring 


Garden. 

Saterday, January 13th, Episcopal, Epi- 
phany, Rev. Dr. Newton, Fifteenth and 
Chestnut. 


On motion, it was agreed that the pro- 
gramme of the Evangelical Alliance of Eng- 
and be adopted as the order of exercises for 
the meetings. 


— 
ENLARGEMENT. — The Presbyterian 
Banner has been enlarged, and. its ap- 
pearance much improved. Its editors 
are labouring very diligently to make 
the paper worthy of an extended patron- 
age, and we do not doubt that they will 
receive the reward of their labours. 


— 
FROM BOSTON. 


[CORRESPONDENCR OF THE PRESHYTERIAN.) 


| Boston, Mass., December 26, 1865. 

Messrs. Editors Forefathers“ Day 
found its fit commemoration here in 
the triumphant pageant which passed 
through our streets. Of the one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand Bay State 
boys whom we have given to maintain 
the heritage of our fathers, a remnant, 
brave and true, bore forth again their 
torn, bloody standards, and with im- 
posing ceremonies gave them in to the 
custody of the State authorities. Eyes 
were wet with tears as the battle flags 
once more fluttered in the breeze, and 
the veterans, some of them maimed for 
life, walked by their side. It was a 
touching sight to see Sargeant Runkett, 
of the Twenty-first, with both arms shot 
off, stand by the colours reddened by 
his blood. And he is but one of thou- 
sands who have given not only their 
blood, but their lives, in the support of 
the.holy principles of truth and liberty. 
Such noble sacrifices recall that stanza 
in Lord Houghton’s tale of Prince 
Emilius, in “Golden Deeds.” 

„0 brave fidelity in death! 
O strength of loving will! 


These are the holy balsam drops 
That woefu! wars distill.” 


Tim old “Cradle of Liberty” here is 
now used for a National Bazaar, in be- 
half of our soldiers and sailors. Hon. 
Josiah Quincy made the address at the 
opening last week. Art continues till 
New Year's. Lotteries, raffling, and 
other forms: of gambling are discarded, 
and in their place the novel plan is sub- 
stituted of giving cards to visitors, who 
may present them at certain stores 
about town, where articles called for 
will be sold at reasonable prices, and 
profits paid into the Fair. Thus a 
large gain is secured in addition to the 
sales made at Faneuil Hull. Multitudes 
will buy a gift, a garment, or a luxury, 
when they know the money, or a por- 
tion of it, is going to aid a noble char- 
ity, which, under other circumstances, 
they would not feel warranted in doing. 
One hundred thousand dollars is the 
sum expected from this Bazaar. 

There is a second “School Ship,” 
which has been fitted up for the accom- 
modation of two hundred boys, and will 
be opaned about New Year’s. The 
“ Massfhusetts,”’ Captain Matthews, 
has done, and is still doing, a good 
work, but the number of commitments 
are so great, larger accommodations are 
imperatively demanded. While, then, 
we rejoice in the liberal provision made 
for the “ Barnard” by private and pub- 
lic charities, we cannot help being re- 
minded of the increase of juvenile crime, 
which makes such reformative appli- 
ances necdful. Judge Wright remark- 
ed, in our hearing, that from eight to 
ten thousand childrea in Boston are in 
paths which conduct to the prison or 
almshouse! Seventeen hundred, or 
more, under fifteen years, are yearly 
committed to the Tombs. Less than 
three-and-a-half per cent. have ever seen 
a Bible. Some old offenders are scarce- 
ly ten years old. What can be done to 
save the young? is a question of mo- 
mentous importance—not to them alone, 
but to the nation. Rev. Dr. Stone, of 
Boston, in an article in the Home 
Monthly, on “The True Philosophy of 
Reform,” opens a theme which we trust 
will receive the attention of every friend 
of religion, and lead some one who 
wields the pen of a ready writer to fol- 
low up the points suggested. 3 
| T. P. E. 


— — — 


PaksENTATION.— The church at East 
Hampton, Loug Island, has given its pas- 
tor (Rev. 8. L. Mershon) a purse contain 
ing 8500. This was in addition to 8510 


presented last winter and spring. 


Dedication of the North Church Chapel, and 
Org inization. 

Messrs. Editors—On Sabbath after- 
noon, 10th inst, the new chapel for the 
use of a new church in the north part 
of this city, was dedicated to the ser- 
vice of God. The dedicatory sermon 


was preached by Dr. Gurley, from 2 Cor. 


iv. 5— For we preach not ourselves, 
but Christ Jesus the Lord, and our- 
selves your servants fur Jesus’ sake.” 
The dedicatory prayer was offered by 
Dr. Tustin. It was a pleasant day, 
and a full hous® listened with mach 
interest to the services; thus launching 
this little vessel under favourable auspi- 
ces outwardly. The history of this en- 
terprise is short but important. The 
part of the city in which it stands is 
rapidly building up, and a great desti- 
tution of religious influences has hereto- 
fore existed there. Some two yeara 
ago the attention of some of the young 
men of Dr. Gurley’s church was directed 
to the need here manifested, and a 
Mission Sabbath-school was established 
and maintained with much success. In 
July last the services of the Rev. L. 
R. Fox were obtained for this field, and 
the parent church took hold with much 
energy to build an appropriate chapel in 
which to found a church. A lot was 
procured, and on the rear of it a very 
neat and comfortable brick building has 
been erected, at a total cost for house 
and lot of about ten thousand dollars. 
The chapel is 40 by 66 feet, with a 
small gallery, and will accommodate 
nearly four hundred persons. Room is 
left in front for the erection of a large 
church, when it shall be needed. With 
the aid of some generous assistance 
from the North, the sum required for 
this enterprise has been nearly all 
raised, and it is hoped that the balance 
will speedily be secured, that this infant 
church may start out free and unclogged, 
and with every advantage and prospect 
of success. The New York Avenue 
Church may well take a pride in this 
young daughter which they are now 
settling, as we trust, for a good, long, 
aud useful life in a field where there is 
much room for labour. And it is but 
just to say that they have manifested 
great interest and considerable sacrifice 
to see it fairly on its feet. 

On the succeeding Sabbath afternoon 
the Presbytery met in this chapel, and 
proceeded in due form to organize a 
church here, to be called the North 
Church. Dr. Tustin presided, and de- 
livered an excellent address, setting 
forth the principles of the Presbyterian 
Church. Your correspondent was ap- 
pointed to preach, and Dr. Gurley de- 
livered a touching address to the new 
organization, which consisted chiefly of 
members of his own flock, who went 
forth retaining their affection for their 
former pastor, and receiving his bless- 
ing. Mr. Fox also made a brief address 
to those who are in part to compose his 
membership. Messrs. J. A. Williamson, 
M PF. Smith, and S. Carr, were chosen 
and ordained ruling elders. Between 
twenty and thirty persons, of either sex, 
form the nucleus of this church. Subse- 
quently a call was placed in the hands 
of Mr. Fox, who expects, with the new 
year, to enter upon his duties as pastor. 

Our cause in this city seems to be 
looking up. The bretbren are cordially 
co-operating, and much good feeling 
prevails, with ardent hopes of that bless- 
ing of the Lord which will make success 
certain. 

With the close of the war, the feeling 
that this city is to remain permanently 
the national capital, is general; and 
there is prospect of speedy and great 
improvement and growth as a city. 
Surely, nothing can be more important 
than that our cause should be urgently 
pushed forward here, where we have 
representatives from every quarter of 
the Union, and a constant crowd of 
visitors, who want to find a church of 
their own in which to worship on the 
Sabbath. 


Another Liberal Donation. 


The church of Darnestown, Mary- 
land, about twenty-five miles distant 
from this city, has just received a dona- 
tion of five thousand dollars, the interest 
of which is to be applied to the support 
of the pastor. The sole condition of the 
gift was the erection of a parsonage by 
the congregation, which condition they 
are already taking steps to comply with. 
The liberal donor is Captain Andrew 
Small, of this city, whose attachment to 
the former faithful and lamented pastor, 
the Rev. Daniel Motzer, has called forth 
this substantial tribute to his memory 
and worth. He being dead, yet speak- 
eth; their works do follow them. The 
members of the church should surely be 
stimulated to renewed zeal and self- 
sacrifice by the offering of such tokens 
to the Lord from those who are still 
without. May this liberal soul be made 
fat with the blessings of Divine grace. 

Still other gifts of this kind to 
churches in this vicinity are spoken of, 
and when they take substantial form 
they will be duly recorded. 

The Rev. W. T. Vandoren, of the 
Reformed Dutch church, is temporarily 
supplying the pulpit of the First church, 
Alexandria, which has been weakened 
by the departure of some of the former 
members to the Second church, under 
the charge of the Rev. J. T. Leftwich, 
which church is in connection with the 
Assembly of the Southern States. 

Dr. Sunderland, of the New-school 
body, is expected to return from Paris 
to his charge in this city about the first 
of February. His church has been 
somewhat scattered during his absence, 
and are exceedingly anxious to'see their 
pastor once more. 


Election of Chaplain in the House. 


There were a dozen or more candi- 
dates for the Chaplaincy of the House 
of Representatives, Doctors of Divinity 
a few, and the rest were not so large by 
a degree or so. Some of the members 
declared that they wanted somebody 
who never had preached politics, whilst 
others thought nobody but an army 
chaplain deserved the place. Dr. Stock- 
ton, of Philadelphia, formerly Chaplain, 
was the principal competitor of Rev. Dr. 
Boynton, who was elected. Dr. Boyn- 
ton has lately came to this city to saper- 
intend the new enterprise of the Congre- 
gationalist brethren. We remember 
going to hear him on = thanksgiving 
day, about sixteen or seventeen years 
ago, in the city of Cincinnati, where he 
was then settled. A clergyman with 
the least show of beard was then a 
wonder, and in the eyes of a good many 
pious people almost a monster. Dr. 
Boynton had been advised, as we un- 
derstood, by his physician, to cultivate 
a small crop underneath his chin, and 
as he was alone in the movement in 
that region, this was one of the attrac- 
tions of the occasion. We do not re- 
collect much of the sermon then, or of 


the occasion, except the impression that 
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he was an able preacher, if he did wear 


a pateh of whiskers. We hope, how- 
ever, bis sermon was not vs radical and 
extreme as the one he preached a few 
days after bis recent election to the 
Chaplaincy, on Thanksgiving Day, in 
the House, where be seemed to lay out 
the programme for the extremists in re- 
gard to the political future. 

The chaplains of the houses of Con- 
gress preach on alternate Sabbaths to 
the joint body in the hall of the House. 
Here, for the present, we understand 
that the Congregationalists, who now 
have no other house of worship, will 
bold service. 

Opening Prayer in the Senate. 

Besides the Sabbath service, it is the 
duty of each chaplain to open the ses- 
sion of each day with prayer. The 
opening prayer of this session in the 
Senate, by Dr. Gray, a Baptist clergy- 
man, has been severely criticised by 
one of the Presbyterian papers, of an- 
other branch than our own, because it 
contained no allusion to our Saviour, 
and no recognition of his mediatorahip 
and kingship. 

We were in the gallery of the Senate 
the other morning, when the opening 
prayer was made. And we could not 
help noting in a glance the position of 
the Senators during this act of worship. 
A number rose in their places and 
reverently bowed their heads; others 
leaned down over their desks in atti- 
tudes of worship; whilst, we regret to 
say, quite a number of others leaned 
back in their chairs and looked on very 
indifferently, a few, apparently with 
disrespect hardly concealed. A soli- 
tary individual, who has considerable 
reputation, continued the reading of his 
morning paper, turning and folding it 
as if there was nothing going on. 
Upon the whole, the respect exhibited 
was not equal, by a great degree, to 
that rendered in an ordinary mixed as- 
sembly on the Sabbath. Defects of 
early education, and a careless want of 
self-respect, may be excuse suflicient for 
some of these irreverent members, but 
the majority of them ought to know and 
do better. There are none of them who 


ucnts of all denominations, and respect 
for those who sent them there, if they 
have no respect for their God, or for 
that religion which is the basis of the 
world’s civilization, should induce at 
least a show of respect during this 
most solemn act of divine worship. 


criticise, were there not a crying need. 
Work before Congress. 


Congress has laid out for itself, in its 
Committees, an unusually large amount 
of work, so that there will bave to be 
either less talk and more concentration 
of business and expedition, or a more 
protracted session than is customary. 
We presume, however, that they will, 
as heretofore, postpone much of the 
most important work to the closing 
days and hours of the session, and then 
push it through under the unjust and 
foolish high-pressure system, after the 
manner of certain religious bodies on 
some occasions. 

Matters relating to reconstruction 
and the future status of the seceding 
States, promise to be the most exciting 
topics of debate, whilst the question of 
finances will probably be the most im- 
portant to the interests of the country 
at large. The course of the President 
regarding the Southern States has al- 
ready begun to be debated, chiefly by 
those connected with the party which 
elected him, upon which question the 
party leaders are ranging themselves 
upon opposite sides. There seems to 
be but little fear, however, that the 
President will, in the end, be sustained 
by a large majority, although at the 


seemed doubtful, 
House. 


Speech of Hon. Thaddeus Stevens. 
From the reporter’s gallery, facing the 
members of the House, we looked down 
on a very interesting scene during the 
delivery of the speech of this gentleman, 
which has gone over the whol country, 
and been commented upon largely by 


especially in the 


really the leader of the House, probably 
its most talented, eccentric, and erratic 
member. A Vermonter by birth, he 
served in the House as & member from 
Pennsylvania from 1849 to 1853, and 
in the last Congress. He is tall, straight, 
and rather thin, and bears himself quite 
loftily, making a decided impression by 
his appearance. He is advanced -in 
years; his features are closely cut; his 
complexion sallow, and he wears a large 
head of hair, which it is supposed an 
Indian might scalp without giving pain 
to its possessor. 


closely-written sheets his speech in op- 
position to the course of the President.. 
The members whose seats were distant 


within hearing distance, among them 
many of the opposition; whilst the seats 
near by were well filled. Among the 
attentive listeners we noticed several 
prominent Senators and General Logan. 
Gratification was depicted plainly upon 
some faces, and dissatisfaction as marked 


of others. This was the opening thun- 
derbolt, and was anxiously received as 
indicating the policy of the gentleman 
and those he represents. He declared, 
however, very emphatically, that he 
spoke only for himself, and that his 
party was not to be held responsible in 
any measure for his utterances. There 
was close attention and no interruption 
during the delivery of his speech. 


Reply of Ion. II. J. Raymond. 
A few days after Mr. Stevens’ 
specch, Mr. Raymond, editor of the 


opened tne ball by way of reply. His 
speech was a very able effort, and 
proves his title to that high position 
which had already been accorded to 
bim. Though distinctly disavowin 
he is still deemed the champion of the 
President. He was almost constantly 
interrupted, and considering the cir- 
cumstances of the case, this being his 
maiden speech, and his opponent hav- 
ing been accorded a clear field, with no 
embarrassment thrown in his way, the 
efforts to disconcert him were regarded 
not only as discourteous, but as evidence 
of weakness and fear on the part of his 
opponents. He acquitted himself, how- 
ever, well, and gained much credit and 
applause. Mr. Raymond is a small, 
nervous looking man, quite young, a 
little foreign in bis air and cut, yet suf- 
ficiently dignified, a pleasant, self-pos- 


cian. Any one versed in such matters 


New York city. 


do not represent many religious constit- , 


This is a matter we would be slow to 


opening of the session the prospect. 


the secular press. This gentleman is, 


left them and crowded around, standing’ 


appeared in the countenance and manner . 


New York Times, and a new member, 


it, 


sessed speaker, and a practiced tacti- 
could instantly tell that he hailed from 


Congress has taken a vacation until 


When the House went 
into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Ste- 
vens arose, and, with much vocal em 
phasis but little gesture, read from 
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after the holidays, when steady 
will be resumed, and carried on with 
little interruption until the close of the 
session. Itis pleasant for visitors to 
listen in the galleries once or twice, 80 
long as it is a new thing, but it soon 
becomes tedious, except something very 
interesting is on hand. After all, no- 
thing has so much reminded us of Col- 
lege days and College life as the sittings 
of the House. Men are but boys of 
larger growth, especially when they are 
away from home and are thrown toge- 
ther in numbers. HawWKEYE. 


— 
— 


For the Presbyterian. 
TO THE BENEVOLENT. 


A Northern clergyman, labouring in 
the State of Georgia, and to whose cha- 
racter the undersigned can furnish abun- 
dant testimonials, writes as follows: 

“As I write this, I look out of my 
window, and my eye falls upon a family 
baving a tent just large enough to con- 
tain a bed which lies on the ground. 
They are obliged to cook, eat, and live 
in the open air, amidst the pitiless win- 
ter storm. The father is disabled; the 
mother a feeble woman, and I doubt 
whether she survives the winter. Her 
mother, seventy years old, is with them. 
Their only means of support are the 
earnings of an only child, a boy about 
twelve years of age.” 

He adds that he comes in contact 
almost daily with piteous objects of des- 
titution, and he begs for aid from the 
North to relieve some of woes. 

Any who are disposed to lend to the 
Lord through this channel, may send 
their contributions to Henry D. Sher- 
rerd, Esq., No. 5 Exchange Building, 
Philadelphia. W. P. Breen. 

Christmas Day, 1865. 

— — 
For the Presbyterian. 
REV. S. D. WESTERVELT. 


Messrs. Editors—I have been wait- 
ing, hoping to see a more extended 
notice of the death of the Rev. S. D. 
Westervelt from some of his more inti- 
mate friends, better acquainted with 
bim than myself. But as none has as 
yet appeared, will you allow me a little 
space in your columns for a few lines in 
regard to this deceased brother? 

I first became acquainted with him 
in the summer of 1857, meeting bim in 
the performance of duty as a minister of 
Christ in his Presbytery; and my first 
impressions were—and they were never 
changed, but rather confirmed by fur- 
ther acquaintance—that his piety was 
‘above the ordinary grade found among 
ministers. His manners were those of 
a dignified Christian gentleman aud 
godly minister, and his purpose was 
always to do good and advance the 
interests of Christ’s kingdom in his pri- 
vate walk and public ministrations. He 
loved the work to which he had devoted 
his life with all his intellectual powers, 
and he laboured amid much self-denial 
and privation. He laboured on a salary 
of three hundred dollars, together with 
the use of the parsonage, and a dona- 
tion worth perhaps two hundred more, 
for the last ten years of his life, spend- 
ing, as he said to the writer, five hun- 
dred dollars of his own private means 
for the support of his family. Such 
self-sacrifice is seldum found among men 
of brother Westervelt’s stamp. He was 
a good scholar, and by diligent reading 
of the classics he kept fresh in his mind 
a knowledge of the languages; and 
hence he was always on the committee 
in Presbytery to examine candidates on 
the languages. He was a great lover 
of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Bible, and especially those peculiar doc- 
trines which distinguish our Church 
from other denominations. He was not 
a great preacher in the popular sense 
of the word, but he was a faithful, in- 
structive preacher. He studied his dis- 
courses, and always had beaten oil for 
the sanctuary. He preached ordinarily 
without a manuscript, but he was an 
acceptable writer, and wrote one of the 
best articles on dancing, as a fashion- 
able amusement, that has recently been 
published. The essay was first pre- 
sented to Presbytery as the report of a 
committee on that subject, and by Pres- 
bytery it was published, and was quoted 
in all the religious journals, and highly 
complimented ; and re-published in Lon- 
don, and highly spoken of by the Lon- 
don press. He was a sound theologian, 
@ good presbyter, a safe adviser, a kind 
father, and an affectionate husband. 
He finished his work in the meridian of 
life He was highly respected by his 
) brethren, and his loss is deeply felt by 
us all. His health had been failing him 
for more than a year, and last summer 
he was obliged occasionally to call in 
aid in his work, and at the last fall 
meeting of Presbytery he resigned his 
charge, and retired amid his friends to 
Hackensack, New Jersey, in hope that 
a little rest from pastoral and ministe- 
rial labour might be of some permanent 
benefitto him. But in this he was dis- 
appointed. His health rapidly failed 
him, but death came finally, quite un- 
expectedly to him and his family. 
But he was all ready. He had on 
the Christian armour. He heard the 
call of the Master, Come up higher,” 
willingly, and went to his final reward. 
When it was ascertained that be must 
soon die, his weeping wife said to him, 
“My dear, what have you to say before 
you leave us?” he answered, “ The will 
of the Lord be done.” It was said to 
him, when near his last moments, My 
heart and my strength faileth me; but 
God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever;” he emphatically 
answered, Sweet, sweet.“ The last 
words that fell from bis quivering lips 
were, “They are singing in heaven.” 
Thus he fell asleep in Christ, with the 
sweet foretaste of meeting him, to sing 
redeeming love for ever. He was bur- 
ied in Hackensack, New Jersey, the 
minister taking for his text Isaiah 
xxxiii. 24, and preached an appropriate 
and comforting sermon. . 


The Churches iy Charleston, South 


Carolina. 
A correspondent of the Christian Obser- 


ver Bays: 

“The Presbyterians had, previous to 
the war, four or five churches, all of them 
in a flourishing condition, but they are 
now reduced to two or three by the re- 
verses of the war The Rev. Mr. Girar- 
| deau preached for some time in the only 
MOUPresbyterian church opened, and will here- 
after combine the remaining members of 
Another Presbyterian organization, and 
wecupy the Glebe street church. This 
brother is the same who has been so emi- 
mevtly successful in preaching to the 
megroes; and the same gospel exhibited so 
charmingly to them, is listened to with 
equal delight and admiration by his pre- 
tent white conyregations. 


in Virginia, that the 


church in Petersburg gave him 
a call, and offered him a salary of $2500: 


but he thought it his duty to remain in 
Charleston * 


“Dr. Dana has resumed his labours in 
his old church, and Dr. Smith will preach 
his first sermon since the surrender, next 
Sabbath. The members of these two con- 
pee have suffered such heavy losses 

y the war, that it scems almost impossible 
to sustain their ministers.” 


For the Presbyterian. 


The State and Wants of the Foreign 
Missionary Work of our Church. 


It is important, at this peculiar 
juncture our nati og and 
amidst the multiplied agencies for the 
home field, that the other great depart- 
ment of mission work, the foreign, should 
not be overlooked by our Zion. 

Asa church, we stand pledged to that 
work. We have deliberately, prayerfully, 
and from the strongest sense of duty and 
love to our Divine Head, commen and 
prosecuted missions among the heathen, 
and we are more firmly bound to them at 
the present time than ever before. God 
has blessed the labours of our representa- 
tives. Ne has smiled upon their efforts 
to translate his word; to preach the gospel 
of his Son; to establish schools, and train 
youth for his service in them. IIe has 
given them favour in the eyes of the hea 
then. From no country have our mission. 
aries been driven; in no lands have their 
aggressive movements beon arrested, and 
in no place where they have for a number 
of years laboured, has he left himself with. 
out a witness. Several churches have 
been organized, and to nearly all, during 
the year, have important accessions bocn 


made. A great preparatory work has 
been done in t centres of influence, 
aod among leading systems of false reli- 


gions, that will in time tell upon their 
overthrow. God has not only gone before 
our missionarics, preparing a way for them, 
but he is now in a remarkable manner 
calling upon the whole Church to move 
more rapidly, and take complete possession 
of the lands for his Son, where she is too 
feebly represented. (alls for more men to 
seize upon important posts, or occupy old 
ground, are growing in intensity and num- 
bers from every field occupied; while a 
uative agency, after years of training, 
stands ready to go forth and preach in the 
languages of their countrymen the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. 

The annual reports and the monthly 
periodicals of the Church have, of late, 
teemed with these facta; and the latter 
have recently, yet in and ayain, set 
forth the great and increasing deficiency 
in the receipts of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, until they amount, as we just 
learn from them, for seven months, to the 
startling sum of $43,175. Last year, 
owing to the abnormal rates of exchange, 
and in virtue of a special appeal to meet 
the same, there was an advance from the 
living membership of the Church of 
$35,768, as we gather from the Reports; 
for seven months of this fiscal year, from 
that same membership, we learn there is a 
deficiency already of $26,660. Last year, 
the rates of exchange were very high for a 
time; this year, thus far, they have been 
lower, yet higher than the lowest of last 
year, so that the aggregate for exchange 
at the present rate this year will, on in- 
quiry, be three-fourths of the total of last 
year. The advance in the contributions 
of our Church, from all sourecs, the past 
year, over those of the preceding, was 
Tho deficiency — is 813, 
175. 

The Annual Report for 1864 shows that 
there were in the service of the Church for 
the foreigu work two hundred and seventy- 
five missionaries and assistant missionarics ; 
in the Report of 1865 we find the number 
to be three hundred and cleven, which has 
been increased for this year. Two mis 
sionaries have died, six have sailed, and 
one is ready to embark for the forcign 
field. This increase of men must involve 
an increase of means, which the Church 
must meet, as much of the year has already 
gone. Retrenchmeut now is imporsible— 
and retreuchment for the future, with her 
present numerical and material strength, 
would bring upon her the righteous dis. 
pleasure of her Divine Lead. 

We have heard of several in our Theo- 
logical Seminaries who expect to go, the 
ensuing year, as missionaries to the hea- 
then. ust their services be declined, or 
will the churcli¢s say, by their liberality, 
to these and others, Falter not, but go 
forth as heralds of salvation, and be our 
representatives to the needy and tho per- 
ishing: yea, will they not say to those 
toiling and dying at their posta, and who 
are issuing their appeals to the churches, 
(see Foreign Missionary for September, ) 
we will help you by our gifts, our prayers, 
our warm sympathy, and our sons and 
daughters. | 

e close this article, which embodies 
fucta already published, by asking every 
member of our Zion who reads this, seri- 
ously to ponder the sentiment written in a 
letter to one engaged in the foreign mis- 
sionary work: —“ It is to be feared that 
one great hindrance to our enjoying more 
largely the luxury of giving to the cause 
of the Lord, is to be found in our omitting 
to record our gifts to the work among the 
items of our household expenditure, and 
looking at our family maintenance as that 
alone which we are to provide for. This, 
with the striving after appearances, is a 
sad hindrance to personal religion, and 
robs the mission treasury of much which, 
I fear, in the sight of God, belongs to it, 
and is sadly at variance with what we pro. 
fess as being the Lord's.“ 


Meeting in Baltimore to Aid Presby- 
lerian Churches South. 


The Baltimore Gazette gives an account 
of a public meeting in the Central church 
of that city, on Thursday evening, the 7th 
inst., to aid the Presbyterian churches in 
the Southern States in the support of their 
ministers. The gentrous aid of brethren 
in that city for our relief, we trust, will 
call forth vigorous efforts in all our church- 
es, to sustain those who are labouring to 
promote their highest interests. 

The Gazette says that a large audience 
was present at this mecting, together with 
a delegation from each of the Presbyterian 
churches in he city. The mecting was 
opened by the singing of an anthem; and 
prayer. Hon. Judge Giles was called to 
the chair, who, upon assuming the posi- 
tion, stated briefly the object of the mect- 
ing. The Rev. Dr. Dickson, of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, presented a 
reamble, setting forth the deplorably 
esolated condition of the Southern church- 
es, and the suffering of their pastors, with 
resolutions looking to the taking up of a 
collection, and to appuint a committee to 
obtain contributions in aid of the brethren 
in the South. In support of the resolu- 
tions, Dr. Dickson, Hon. J. Morrison IIar- 
ris, and the Rev. Dr. Backus, of the First 
Presbyterian church, delivered short ad- 
dresses, concurring fully in the languaye 
of the preamble and resolutions, and set- 
ting forth, in cloquent language, the desti- 
tute condition o tors of the different 
churches in the South, and the broad 
field of charity thus opened to those desir- 
ous of contributing therto. During the 
remarks of the speakers, it was stated that 
there were some seven hundred ministers 
in the South, representing a membership 
of about thirty-five thousand, hardly one 
of which could be supported by his con- 
gregation. A committee of ten from cach 
church, to carry out the purpose of taking 
collections, was then appointed. The com. 


the Rev. Dr. Rev. Dr. Bullock 
Rev. Dr. Smith, and Messrs. Whitely and 
Mercer. A collection was then taken up, 
resulting in the realization of a handsome 
sum towards the furtherance of the object 
for which the meeting had been called. 


BoAkD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


FIRST SABBATH IN JANUARY. 


This is the time ted by the Gene- 
ral Assembly for taking collections in aid 
of Foreign Missions in all the churches 
that have no other day set apart for this 
purpose; and the Assembly, at one of its 
meetings, directed a statement to be pre- 
pared and sent to the pastors of the chureh- 
es, to aid them in presenting this cause to 


the 

This statement we now make, aiming at 
brevity, and yet feeling that the interests 
involved are too great and momentous to 
be properly described in a short article. 
Our brethren in the ministry will, of course, 
consult the last Annual Report for fuller 
information. From the Report—see pages 
45 and 46—they will learn that our mis- 
sions among the Indian tribes, the Jews, 
and the Chinese in California, in South 
America, Western Africa, India, Siam, 
China, aod Japan; embrace 67 ordained 
ministers, 16 male and 76 female teachers 
and other assistants from this country, 152 
native assistants, besides 4 ordained native 
ministers included above, 1012 communi- 
cants, and 5817 scholars in schools of dif- 
feront kinds. Besides the support of these 
missions, funds were remitted to aid our 
Christian brethren in spreading the gospel 
in Belgium, France, and Italy. The least 
consideration of these statistics will show 
that a very extensive and important work 
for our blessed Lord is in progress in these 
various countries by means of these mis- 
sions. We are truly grateful to be able to 
state, that in general the reports of this 
good work possess an encouraging degree 
of interest—in some cases more, in others 
less—but in all we think we can see the 
hand of God upen this work for good 
Since beginning to write this article we 
have looked back through the twelve num 
bers of the Record for 1865, and we find 
that notices of converts received into the 
Church have been published in every 
number excepting one, and in it one of 
the missionaries mentions their expectation 
to receive some on the next Sabbath. In 
some instances considerable vumbers of 
such additions to the Church are reported. 
Five new ministers have been sent out 
since the meeting of the Gencral Assem- 
bly, and one or two are expecting to go 
out by the first opportunity; on the other 
hand, two of our brethren . been taken 
to their rest, Messrs. Paull and Fallerton; 
and two or three others will probably soon 
have to retura home for reasons of health. 
This suggests strongly | 
The first point to which the attention of 
the churches should be directed—prayer 
to the Lord of the harvests for more la- 
bourers. lu several of the missions this is 
an urgent want. In all of them native 
missionary labourcts should be prayed for. 
How many of the youths in the schools 
might be brought to Christ, and after 
wards into his ministry, in answer to 
prayer! Prayer is needed also for every 
part of this work—for its direction and 
support at home, and for all its movement 
abroad. In all we are dependent on the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. Our confession 
of duty neglected, alas! in how many. 
respects, should form a part of our pray 
ers. And then, rising from our place at 
the cross of the Saviour, let our purpose 
of unreserved consecration to his service 
be carried into a life of carnest labour to 
build up his kingdom 

The second point to which attention 
necds to be directed, is the state of the 
missionary treasury. This is far froni 
being satisfactory. For the first seven 
months of the mission year, the whole 
amount received was $43,175 fm than in 
the same months of last year. Leaving 
receipts from legacies out of view, the 
deficiency in the gifts of the churches and 
misocllancous donors, was $26,656. Last 
year's collections, however, were made in 
view of a very special aad critical state of 
things; as compared with the collections 
of the year preceding, when foreign ex- 
change was about the same as now, the 
receipts show a small advance this year of 
between $1000 and $2000. We do not 
despair of seeing funds provided for this 
cause; but we beg the brethrén to remem- 
ber that during all the war the missions 
were —— on a restricted basis, and 
that there is now urgent need of new 
chapels and dwelling houses at several 
stations, and of enlarged means for carry- 
ing on this work generally. If this is kept 
in view, and the people of God will but 


there will be no want of pecuniary sup- 
port. Some of our friends, we have reason 
to know, particularly those who are living 
on a fixed inewme or on salaries, find it 
extremely difficult to give to this cause as 
they did in former years, and as they 
would gladly give now; but others are 
placed, by the favour of Providence, in 
circumstances that enable them largely to 
increase their gifts. May they have the 
grace of a willing mind! 

The only other point we shall mention, 
is the duty of thankfulness to God for his 
favour towards this cause. Let a single 
incident be mentioned as a proof of ‘this 
duty. A lotter lately received at the Mis 


after referring to his having heard nothing 
of the Board or the Missions for four 
years, then gocs on to speak of his dread 
of asking for information, lest he should 
find that the Missions were broken up. 
Blessed be God, no mission has been 
broken up; none suspended; and all are 
prospering. No missionary, who was will- 
ing and ready to go, has been kept at 
home for want of funds to send him out. 


Wo need not cite other examples. The 


work of every missionary tends to magnify 
the grace of God. So do the gifts and 
prayers of each one of his people. Let all 
be offered to him with warm and grateful 
hearts. And with the new year, to many 
of us probably the last, let us address our- 
selves afresh to the work which God is 
giving us to do—Home and Foreign 
Record. 


— 
(OLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY. 


The Board of Trustees of this College 
held their semi-annual meeting December 
20th at Princeton. Charles W. Shields, D.D., 
of Philadelphia, was appoiated Professor of 
the new department of Natural and Reveal- 
ed Religion, established with a view to in- 
straction on the relation of science and 
philosophy to religion. Professor Mell- 
vaine, l’rofessor of Rhetoric, was also made 
Professor of Belles Lettres and Elocution; 
and Professor Peabody, who has been for 
some time past — as private 
teacher of elocution, was appointed an as- 
sistant professor in that department. No 
appointment was made at this meeting to 
x important chair of the Latin language 
and literature, it being thought expedient 
to defer it to a special meeting, to be held 
a few weeks hence, in order to obtain more 
full information in to gentlemen 
whose names have been under consider- 
ation. 

Measures were taken to commence as 
early as the weather will permit, the ereo- 
tion of the Astronomical Observatory, for 
which the tunds have been so generously 
furnished by General N. N. Halsted, of 
this vicinity. It is designed to procure 
for the College a telescope of the largest 
size, and equal to any now in use in the 
United. States, in order to furnish the best 
facilities for celestial observations to the 


“Mr. Girardeau’s worth has been 80 


mittee to obtain contributions consists of 


distinguished Professor of Astronomy in 


contribute as the Lord has prospered them, |. 


sien Llouse from a friend in the South, } 


THE PRESBYTERI 


Hetws of the Churches. 


At t there are twenty-four stu- 
dents in attendance at the Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary in Philadelphia. During 
the first year there were fourteen students. 
The Professors are the Rev. C. F. Schaf- 
fer, D.D., the Rev. Dr. Mann, and the 
Rev. C. P. Krauth, D.D., who, although 
still holding the position of general editor 
of the 2 and Missionary, does the 
full work of a professor. 

—The Rev. G. F. Sterling, pastor of the 
Lutheran church of Canton, Ohio, has ac- 
cepted a unanimous call from the First 
Lutheran church of Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

—The Lutheran churches in New 
and of Lexington Districts, Sout 
Carolina, have enjoyed extensive revivals 
of religion during the past fall. 


Dutch Reformed. 


The Council of the New York Univer- 
sity, on the 13th inst., conferred the title 
of Doctor in Divinity upon the Rev. Alex- 
ander R. Thompson, pastor of the Roform- 
ed Dutch Church io Twenty-first street. 

—The Rev. A. P. Van Giesen has re 
ecived and accepted a unanimous cull from 
the Reformed Datch church of Greenpoint, 
Long Island. 

Methodist. 

The Rev. Joseph Welsh, of Philadel- 
phia Confereuce, goes to Galveston, Texas, 
under appointment of the bishop. 

—Dr. T. O. Sammers, in the Southern 
Christian Advocate, thinks that a proposi- 
tion for a feasible reunion, if made ina 
proper manner by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, would be fayourably considered. 
is personal preference would be fur a 
union that would continue at least two 
General Conferences in the Church. 


Episcopal. 

The diocese of Western Pennsylvania, 
to which Dr. Kerfout was lately clected 
Bishop, is a very small allair Seventeen 
churches were reported as self sustaining, 
but probably six or even are as many as 
give any thing li- a competent support to 
their rectors. 

—The Rev. George B. Whipple, one of 
the American Kpisoopalians sont to re-con- 
vert the Sandwich Islanders, has returaed 
in disyust. 

—In Arkansas the Episcopal Church 
presents a xad picture; parishes almost 
every where have been broken up by the 
destroying hand of war At present oaly 
one clergyman of the Kpiscopal Church iv 
in the active discharge of his daties in the 
whole of the State. 

Baptist. 

At the Fourth Baptist church, Philadel- 
phia, (Rev. Dr. Jeffery) cleven persons 
were baptized on Sabbath, 17th inst. These 
aro the first fruits of the labours of elder 
Knapp with this church. During the present 
woek, the Baptist pastors of Philadelphia 
are holding a daily meeting, to pray for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
their respective churches. 

—At Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, on Sun 
day week, forty three candidates, all con. 
nected with the schools there, were bap 
tized in the Susqachanna river. 

—The first Sabbath in December was 
one of much interest in the First African 
church of Richmond, Virginia. It was 
the occasion of the ordination of brother 
Samuel Brown, of the Elam church, in 


that body. The sermon was preached by 
Dr. Binney, who has alrealy «a Gass of 
twenty five coloured brethren under in- 
struction 

—The members of the Third Buptigt 
church (Freedmen) of Alexandria, Vir 
ginia, have purchased the frame church 
and grounds attached to the corner of 
Princess and Patrick streets, fur the sum 
of three thousand dollars, This church 
belonged to the Methodist Episcopal de- 
nomination, but the war having dispersed 
the congregation, the trustees, Messrs. 
Hermon, Baggot, and Ware, thought it 
best to dispose of it to the Freedmen. The 
Rev. George W. Parker is the pastor of 
this church. 

—The Rev. J. 8. Kennard, of Woburn, 
is about to remove his pastoral relation to 
the Calvary Baptist church in Albany. 


Presbyterian (Ne- 

— The Rev. C. O. Reynolds, formerly 
of unter, New York, has accepted the 
call of the Presbyterian church, St. Au- 
gustine, Florida ＋ 

—The Logan Square church, Philadol- 
phia, late the Rev. Dr. Patton’s, has, with 
entire unanimity, extended a call to the 
Rev. J. W. E. Kor, which it is under- 
stood he will accept Mr Ker's present 
ecclesiastical connection is with the Old- 
school church. 


Congregational. 


The Central Congregational church of 
Philadelphia lately, in a single evening, 
raised $13,000 to pay for their very beau. 
tiful chapel, * completed, and the 

und on which the church is to stand 

he chapel will seat about five hundred, 
and is not surpassed in taste and finish in 
the city. 

—An LEeclesiastical Council met at. 
Forest Grove, New Jersey, on the 13th 
inst., at the call of a number of individ 
uals who desired to be organized and ro. 
cognized as a Congregational church. The 
church was — ae 

—The Rev. N G. Clark, recently Pro 
fessor in Union College, has eutered upon 
his duties at the Missionary House, Boston, 
as one of the Secretaries of the Amorican 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions. 


Geclesiastical Accord. 
— 

On the 19th inst., at a special meeting 
of the Presbytery of Raritan, the Rev. 
John B. Kugler was installed pastor of the 
Musconetcong Valley Presbyterian church. 
The Moderator, the Rev. — S. Van 
Dyke, preached, presided, and proposod 
the constitutional questions; the Rev. J. 
D. Randolph delivered the charge to the 

tor, and the Rev. E. D. Bryan, of the 
Presb tery of Newton, on invitation, gave 
the — to the people. Mr. Kugler 
commences labour in his new field under 
very favourable auspices, having already 
added a number to the church on profes- 
sion of faith. 

The Rev. J. M. Reid was ordained and 
installed pastor of the churches of Rich- 
land Centre, Richland City, and Fancy 
Oreek on the 25th of October, by the Pres- 
bytery of Dane. The Rev. J. W. Dins- 
more preached the sermon, the Rev. A. R. 
Day delivered the charge to the people 
and the Rev. G. W. Newell presided an 
delivered the charge to the pastor. 

On the 12th inst. the same Presbytery 
installed the Rev. G. W. Newell pastor of 
the church of Belleville. The Rev. M. 
A. Fox presided, the Rev. E. G. Read 

reached the sermon, the Rev. S. Mitchell, 

y invitation, delivered the ch to the 
pastor, and the Rev. A. R. Day that to the 


le. 
Phe Presbytery of New Brunswick, at 
an adjourned mecting held at Trenton, 
New — on the 2 Ist inst, dissolved 
the ral relation of the Rev. Henry B. 
Chapin to the Third church, Trenton, to 
take effect January 1, 1800. Mr. Chapin 
becomes, from this date, Associate Princi- 


School, at Prineoton, New Jer- 


. 


i+ with the Rev. T. W. Oattell, of the 


Charles City county, to become pastor of 


change 
Trenton, N. J., to Princeton, N. J. 

On the 19th inst. a committee of the 
Presb of Northumberland installed 
the Rev. James D. Reardon pastor of the 
congregations of Mifflinburg and New Ber- 
lin. On both occasions the Rev. J. N. 
the 

ve the 
people, and the Rev. Dr. 
delivered the charge to the 


pastor. 

The First Presbyterian church of Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania, has given a unanimous 
call to the Rev. Sylvester F. Scovel, of 
Springfield, Ohio. ; 

The Rev. W. M. Paxton, D. D., has 
been called to the pastorate of the First 
Presbyterian —— Dr. Phil- 
lips’) of New York. 

e Rev. Ed. Barr, of Frankfort, Indiana, 
has accepted a unanimous call to the pas- 
torate the church of Muncie, Indiana, 
and has entered upon his labours. 

The Rev. P. D. Young having accepted 
an invitation to supply the church at Wau- 
kesha, Illinois, correspondents will please 
address him at that place. 

The Rev. Dr. John II. Rice has received 
a call to the Presbyterian church at Colum- 
bus, Georgia. | 


— 


A SUBSTANTIAL HOLIDAY GIFT 


The best gifts are those that have a permanent 
value, that do not deteriorate with use, or lose 
their interest and importance with the lapse «f 
time. Diamonds and India shawls are valued on 
this account; but, unfortunately, they cost enor- 
mous sums of money, and are only adapted to 
persons occupying a certain rocial position. 

There are very few purchasable articles which 
retain their value, and all the time yield a splen- 
did interest in the investment; but among them 
we must put down first, a Grover 4 Baken 
Sewing Machine. This inode np miracle. this magic 
seamstress, with the exact «ye and tireless fingers, 
not only repays over aud «ver again, in a very 
short time, the money «pent io its purchase, but 
is capable of becoming a small fortune, a lamp of 
Aladdin, to its poscess r. 

It is the most valuable gift that a husband can 
make to his wife, a father to his daughter, a 
friend to the young lady who ia about to become 
a bride, the benevolent to tho poor soldier's 
widow, or a congregation to thoir minister's wife 

It is not only a household assistant, worth the 
labour of three or four pairs of ordinary hands, 
but it is a life annuity, a perpetual security 
aginst absolute want. A clever operator on a 
Gaoven & Baker Machine can always find re 
munerative employment, ell the more, Leeause it 
aceomplishes so wide a range of work. 

Any ret class Sewing Machine is good for a 
gifl, and possesses a certain value; but we recom. 
mond the Gaovern 4 are, bccause it is the bes’; 
because it accomplishes the most and the best 
work with the least trouble; because the liar 
stitch is the most 
beautiful; because it is the only ono adapted to 
all kinds of work, aud overy variety of material; 
because itis more simple, more easily understood 
than others, and requires no delay in re-winding, 
fastoniog, and the like. 

There are many other reasons which we could 
givo, bat these will suffico with the crowning ono; 
that it never fails to give the most entire and 
perfect satisfaction. Santa Claus bearing such « 

ift would be worth, indeed a hearty welcome.-- 
cw York Independent. _ 


Cuntous Mistake.—A_ young girl and 
a soldier, who had died in a Paris. Flospi- 
tal, were placed in coffins side by side. 
They were mistaken, and the young girl 
was escorted to her grave by a squadron of 
dragoons, while the coffin of the private, 
covered by white drapery and adorned by 
wreaths, was borne by four women and at- 


the hymns of the Church.“ 


Adk.— The Dorset Chronicle states 
that at Wareham, in Dorsetshire, which 
contains 2000 inhabitants, there are at 
present ten persons living whose united 
ayes are 858 years, averaging nearly cighity- 
six years each. At Taunton, in Somerset, 
an old man, named Sully, has just died, 
aged 104 years. 


A Tut Srory.—There iw at present 
living iu Sweden a young man aged nine- 
teen, who is nine feet five inches in height; 
at eight years of age he was five fect four 
inches. 


IckeLanp.—The population of Iceland at 
the beginning of the present century was 
47,200, and is now 67,000, showing an in- 
crease of only about three-quarters per 


Rematns.—Remains of a fine Roman 
villa have been discovered on a farm near 
Tracey Park, Bath. The relics comprise 
— flacs, a column and fragments of 
walls. 


A Bett.—Ecclesiological readers 
will be glad to hear of the existence of a 
yreat bell in a Chinese temple. It is one 
of eight great bolls cast in the reign of 
Yung-lo (about the year 1400), and is a 
very wonderful work of art. It is of an 
ordinary bell shape, and is about 20 feet 
high, its circumference at the bottom 
being 32 feet. It is covered with Chinese 
characters in relief, both inside and out- 
side, their total number being 84,000.“ — 
The Reader. 


Scuoois IN Iraty.—The winister of 
‘ducation has published the following par- 
ticulars regarding the seminaries in the 
kingdom:—The total number of them is 
260, 208 of which are elementary schools. 
There are 13,174 pupils, 7926 of whom 
are boarders, and 8429 are dressed in ec- 
clesiastical costume. During the last five 
years 82 seminaries were closed. The 
Government now purposes to take all the 
revenues of these establishments into its 
own hands, and reduce the number of semi- 
naries to that of the dioceses. 


A Poor Compromise.—A minister tra- 
velliug at the West found himself obliged to 
continue his journey on the Sabbath, iu or- 
der to mect his appointment for preaching. 
Ile hesitated about hiring a conveyance, 
but finally did so, saying to himself, “1 
will compromise the matter by talking to 


the driver, as we go along, on the subject 
of religion!” 


Anecvote —A Western farmer who 
wished to invest the accumulations of his 
industry in the United States securities, 
went to Jay Cook’s office to procure the 
treasury notes. The clerk inquired what 
denomination he would have them in? 
Having never heard that word used except- 
ing to distinguish the religious scets, ho, 
after_a little deliberation, replied: “ Well, 
ou naive me part in Old-school Pres- 
— to please the old lady, but give 
me the heft on't it in Freewill Baptist.” 


Union Tueovocicat Seminary, Vir- 
ainta.—We are glad to be able to say that 
the number of studeuts is increasing 
Nineteen ave already at the Seminary, and 
three others are expected to enter very 
soon. 


Hononary Mempers.—The Missionary 
Herald for December acknowledges the 


— — —- — 


two churches on the Sandwich Islands, to 
constitute Abraham Lincoln, Mrs. Lincoln, 
Lieutenant-General Grant, and Vice-Ad- 
miral Furragut, honorary members of the 
Board. 


Aw Apverrtisina “ Dopar.”—The Lon- 
don Spectator, in the course of a caustic 
and denunciatory criticism of a new poct, 
remarked :—*“ And this extraordinary pro- 
duction Mr. —— modestly conceives to be 
equal to Goethe.” The audacious publisher 
managed to make a favourable notice out 
of this for his advertisement, thus: —“ Ex- 
traordinary production * * equal to 
Gethe.— Spectator.” 


Sap Accipent.—The Charleston rs 
report the death of the Rev. James Cohen 
Professor of Hebrew in the Theological 
Semin at Columbia, South Carolina. 
He was killed on the Greenville railroad, 


|twenty-one miles from Columbia, while 


uralle, as well as the must |. 


tended by groups of young girls chanting 


receipt of $600 from native Christians of 


LIBERALISM IN ScOTLAND.—In a recent 
diseucgion in the Glasgow Presbytery, 
Dr. Jamieson lamented, “ with deep grief,” 
that “the wave was “are to roll over 
the Church of Scotland, which had already 

roduced such disastrous effects in the 
Shurch of England, and that an = 
feeling of being ſettered by the stan 
of the Church” was arising. 

Kren.—Baron Rothschild, the Jew, once 
complained to Lord Brougham of the hard- 
ship of not being allowed to take his seat in 
Parliament. You know,” said he, “I was 
the choice Ne people. To which the 
ex Chancellor, with his usual causticity, 
replicd, “So was Barabbas. 

A Goop Representative.—Colonel R. 
H. Pruyn, late United States Minister to 
Japan, reached his home in Albany, New 
York, last week. He has been sojourning 
for some time past in England, on account 
of the health of a pertion of his family. 
Colonel Pruyn not only represented his 
country in the distant t with eminent 
ability, but the Church of Christ also. He 
served as a ruling elder in the church of 
Yokohama, and greatly aided the Rev. Mr. 
Brown, and other American missionaries, 
in the prosecution of their work. 


Deatu.—The Rev. Dr. A. H. H. Boyd, 
ſor many years pastor of the Loudon Street 


Presbyterian church, Winchester, Virginia, 
died last week. 


gomestic Reus. 
CONGRESSIONAL PROUEEDINGS. 


SENATE. 


Dec. 20.—The Senate pased the House 
resolution for the payment of $25,000 to Mrs. 
Lincoln, A message was received from the 
Llouse, announcing the death of Mr. Kellogg, 
of New York, and a eulogy upon the deceased 
was pronounced by Mr. Llarris, of New York. 

Des. 21.—The Senate adopted a resolution, 
asking the President upon what charges Jeff. 
Davis is confined, and why he is not*brought 
tv trial. The Reconstruction Committee was 
announced, with Senator Fessenden aa Chair 
man. The Senate bill; to secure the freedom 
of citizens of States lately in rebellion, was 
called. up, and wus discussed by Messers. 
Stewart Wilson, aud Saulsbury. No final 
action was taken. An executive sion was 
then held. Adjourned until the 5th of Janu. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
“Dec. 20.—A bill authorizing the Secretary 


the Treasury to appoint Assistant Assessors 


of Internal Revenue was passed. The report 
of the Conference Committee, for an adjourn- 
ment from December 21 to January 5, was 
agreed to. 

Dec. 2.—D. R. Ashley, of Nevada, ap- 
peared, and was duly qualified. On motion, 
the Secretary of the Treasury was directed to 
report what amount ef money has been ex- 
pended for the establishment and support of 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis from its 
foundation to the present time. The Com- 
mittee on, Foreign Affairs reported a resolu- 
tion, accepting the invitation of the French 
government to be represented at the exposition 
at Paris in 1867, which was passed. 


Iuuicration.—During the month of No- 
vember 20,870 immigrants arrived at New 
York, 13,179 being Germans. From January 
lst to December 1, 1865, the number that has 
arrived has been 188,204, of whom 72,996 
were Germans. 


Forp’s Tuosatre.—Secretary Stanton has 
asked for a Congressional appropriation of 
$100,000 fur the purchase of Ford’s theatre, 
to be fitted up as a depository fur papers rela- 
tive to sick and wounded soldiers, and sani- 
tury statistics. The project of making it a 
deposit of Confederate documents has been 
abandoned. 


Larce Exrenpiture.—lIt is estimated that 
$600,000 will be expended at Long Branch, 
Now Jersey, for buildings and other improve- 
ments, in view of the rapidly growing demand 
for accommodations in that favourite sea-side 
resort. 


A Lares Loan.—The Erie Railway has 

just negotiated a loan of four million five 

undred thousand dollars in England, for the 
completion of its double track. 


Murper ano Suictor.—Miss Frauces M. 
Dayton, of Litchfield, Connecticut, was shot, 
and probably fatally wounded, on Saturday, 
23d inst., in Brooklyn, N. ., by William II. 
Russ, who shot himself and jamped over . 
Cold water cured his desire for death, and he 

ot out in season to be arrested. Russ says 

e young lady had deceived him in love 
affairs. 

Revotvtionary Heaoes.—The war vf the 
American Revolution closed about eighty- 
three years ago; and it is announced that, of 
all the many thousands that onco figured as 
Revolutionary soldiers on the pension rolls of 
the government, barely two remain: William 
Ilutchings, of Penobscot, Maine, and Samuel 
Cook, of Clarendon, Orleans county, New 
York. Several have died within the last year, 
and it may be that 1866 will witness the clos- 
ing of the books. 


Vermont at a Stanp Sritt.—Vermont was 
the only State in the Union whose population 
was not materially incroased during the last 
census decade, ut three States—Maine, 
New Ilampshire, and Vermont—increased 
less than ten per cent. The gain of a frac- 
tional part of one per vent. barely saved Ver- 
mont from a loss. It is difficult to give any 
satisfactory reason for the fact that this State 
shows the least progress in population of any 
State in the Union. 


Recoverina.—Chambersburg, 
nia, is rapidly recovering from the severe 
blow it sustained during the war. New and 
beautiful buildings, stores, dwellings, facto- 
ries, Ko., have been and ure been built in all 
parts of the burned district. Some of them 
are exceedingly tasteful, and quite costly. 


An Excoancs Burneo.—The Merchants’ 
Exchange at Montreal, Canada East, caught 
fire about ten o’clock, P. M., on Sunday, 24th 
inst., and burned freely until the following 
morning. The building was completely gut- 
ted, and three men injured by falling stones. 


Terrierc Exrtoston.—A terrible locomotive 
explosion ocourred on Friday morning of last 
weck, at the Terre Haute (Indiana) depot, 
throwing off the roof of the building, spread- 
ing the walls, and scattering freight, timber, 
brick and mortar, books and papers, in all 
directions. The engineer, Charles Stake, and 
the fireman, D. Miller, were so severely in- 
jured that they will probably die. The ex- 
treme cold weather is assigned as the cause of 
the catasireophe. It was a freight train laden 
with hogs, and many of them were killed, 


Tus Monument.—A meeting of 
the Board of the National Lincola Monument 
Association was held a* Springfield, Illinois, 
on the loth inst. The Treasurer reports the 
amount on hand at $60,867.96, an increase of 
$6129.75 during the last two weeks. 


Fall ix tue Price or Grain.—A Chicago 
dispatch says that the fall iu grain last week 
aggregated twenty cents per bushel, and 
hence the failures which have recently taken 
place among grain merchants in that city. 


Deata ur Gas.—Five persons, sleeping in 
one room in a Chicago hotel, were on Saturday 
night last suffueated by esvaping gas. When 
discovered in the morning they were entirely 
dead. A sixth, who slept in the same room, 
was still alive, but inseasible. 6 * 


Goine To Paltstrixx — A Maine paper states 
that a colony of fifty families, prineipally from 
that State, is to embark fur Palestine in July 
next. They propose to settle at Jaffa, the au- 
cient Joppa, building lots having been pur- 
chased, and will carry out with them Yankee 
improvements. 


Poticemen.—New York bas one policeman 
for every 400 residents; Boston one for every 
500; Chicago one for every 656; Baltimore 
— every 800; Philadelphia one for every 


Pennsylva- 


Evecant Car.—One of the finest and most 
elegant passenger care that has probably ever 
been constructed in this country is now re- 
ceiving the finishing touches at the Pennayl- 
vania Railroad — paint shop, in AI. 
toona, Pennsylvania. It is designed for the 
use of the Directors of the road, and it is said 
it will cost about $25,000. 


Rewovev.—The remains of President Lin- 
culn were removed, on the 21st inst., from the 
vault aF ak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, 
Illinois, to the new vault erected near the 
site for the monument. The remains 
of Mr. Lincoln’s two children were placed in 
the same vault. 


in Christ. Knowing the im 


> 
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Moticts. 


At Hancock, Maryland, on the 19th inst., by 
the Rev. J. 4. Osler, Jauss P. Monnar, Esq., to 
Miss Lienr. 

November 30th, by the Rev. G. W. Newell, of 
Belleville, Dane county, Wisconsin, Mr. Isaac 
Norais to Miss Axx Kane, both of Exeter, Green 
county, Wisconsin. 

On the loch inst, in Bellair, Ohio, by the Rev. 


J. D. Fitsgerald, Mr. H. Taomrson to 
Miss Heres McLaveuuw. 


On the let inst., by the Rev. Thomas B. 
Bradford, Proresson R. Dwicut to Miss 
Laurea EAuA Leman, both of Philadelphia. 

On the 20th inst., by the Rev. E. Clarke Cline 
Mr. Wittiam Boorman to Miss Mandatar Banne, 
daughter of Mr. Elisha Beers, all of Oxford Fur- 
nace, New Jersey. 

November 9th, by the Rev. T. M. Crawford, 
Mr. Nargax Waites to Miss Kuna B. Con- 


NER. 

Also, by the same, on the 13th inst., Mr. T. C. 
Ramsar to Miss Anesuna J., only daughter of 
Mr. Josera Rirents, all of York county, Penn. 
sylvania. 


In the Presb church in Mercersburg: 
Pennsylvania, on the 21 inst., by the Rev- 
Thomas Creigh, D.D., Captain Atssat M. Huy. 
run, of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, to Miss Ayniz 
M., daughter of Colonel Jaues H Born, of Frank- 
lin county, Pennsylvania. 

At the same time, and in the same place, and 
by the same, Mr. Jause Aoxew, of Williamstown, 
Lancaster county, to Miss Lizzis H, daughter of 
Mr. Joan L. Rusa, of Franklin county, Pennsy!. 
vania. 

At Bristol, Bucks county, Pennsylvania, on the 
loch inst., by the Rev. Henry F. Lee, Mr. Henxr 
Asunons, of Trenton, New Jersey, to Miss Re- 
secea J. Stacaabdvusn, of Bristol. 

Also, at Bristol, on the 21st inst, by the same, 
Mr. Gsonds W. Sura to Miss Mangas Simons, 
both of Bristol. 


In the First Presbyterian ehurch, Nashville, 
Tennessee, on the 23th of November, by the Rev. 
R. F. Bunting, C. Nicht, of Arkansas, to 
Mies NANA D. Witts, of Nashville. 

By the same, on the loth inst., at Polk Place, 

the residence of Mrs. James K. Polk), Georoe 
1LLIAM Fats to Miss Sts all of 
Nashville. 

By the same, on the 21st inst., Colonel Gares P. 
Taxustos, of Dayton, Ohio, to Miss Ina, daughter 
of Jaues M. Huron, of Nashville. 


At Stockton, New Jersey, on the 20th inst., by 
the Rev. B. Carroll, of Lambertville, Mr. Axprew 
V. Koecer, of Freachtown, to Miss Hannan A, 
daughter of Mr. Peter Rockare.iew, of Stockton. 


At my Pennsylvania, on the 20th inst., 
by tho Rev. W. Prideaux, Mr W. A. Parrenson, 
of Juniata county, to Miss Made Srearerr, of 
Miflin county, Pennsylvania. 


On tho 20th inst., by the Rev. Joseph MeMur- 
ray, Mr. Witutam Autres to Miss Marraa 
Oxtver, both of Gloucester, New Jersey. 

By the same, on the 34th inst., Mr. Henny 
Oeven, of Philadelphia, to Miss Janz B. Maus- 
pen, of Pottstown, Pennsy 


On the 19th inst., by the Rev. T. M. Crawford, 
of Peach bottom, Mr. Sauust M. Ramsey to Miss 
Lizzin E., daughter of Esq., all of 
Lower Chanceturd, York county, Pennsylvania. 


On November 30, by the Rev. Joseph D. Smith, 
Mr. Gongs B. Cauruect, of Fawn, to Miss Mary 
E. Boats, of Peachbottom, York county, Pa. 

By the same, on the lich inst., Samun. M. 
Wurreronp, Evq., to Miss Suan J. Hears, both 
of Harford county, S 

By the same, ou the 21st inst. assisted by the 
Rov. T. M. Crawford, Mr. Enaar Monts to Miss 
Aeres 8. Anperson, both of Peachbottom, York 
county, Maryland. 


At Romney, Virginia, on the 12th ins,, by the 
Rev. Dr. Foote, Mr. D. G. Arustroye to Mis: 
Ilaenan, daughter of Colonel Davin Ginsow, all 
of Hampshire county, Virginia. 

In the Paxton Presbyterian church, Harris- 
burg. La-, on the 21st inst., by the Rev. A. D. 
Mitchell, Mr. W. H. Nessit, of Montour county, 
Pa., to Mies Ectes J. Grav, daughter of the late 
— u Gray, of Paxton Valley, Dauphin coun- 
y, Pa. 

At Moriches, Long Island, New Vork, Novem- 
ber 30, by the Rev. Augustus T. Dobson, Mr. 
Avis J. Hisps, of Bayville, to Miss Evizaperu A. 
Laws, of Rocky Point. 

By the samo, on the 20th inst., Mr. Caarces W. 
Rowan, of New York, to Miss Aenes B. Tor- 
rine, daughter of Captain R. D. Topping, of Mo- 
— Long Island, New York. 

By the samo, at the Parsonage, on the 26th 
inst., Mr. Rinzt L. Waits to Miss Luserra E. 
Raywor, both of Manorville. 


OBITUARY. 


[All Obituartes over three lines to le paid for in advance, 
at the rate of ten cents for every siz words. | 


Died, near Mercersburg, Franklin county, 
on the inst, Mr. JAMES 
ROBERTS, in the sixty fourth year of his ago. 
For almost thirty-four years he bad been a con- 
sistent follower of our Lord, end for nearly seven 
teen years he had beon a ruling elder in tho 
church in Mercersburg. He was a man greatly 
respected, and highly esteamed. His illness was 
of short duration. For him to live, was Christ: 
to die, was gain.” . 

Died, at Marengo, Illinois, on tho 18th inst., of 
bronchial consumption, MARY PERKINS, wife 
of the Rev. L. M. STEVENS, agod twenty-eight 


ears. 
d Died at Pine Grove Mills, Centre county, Pa., 
on the 7th inst, Mra. SARAH F. MITCHELL, 
in the sevonty-fifth year of her age, and for more 
than fifty years a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, of which her father was an elder. 

Died, on the 12th inst., at Mineapolis, Minne- 
sota, JANE WOODS, (mute,) aged eighty-one 


ears. 
d Died, in Hollidaysburg, on the 7th inst., Mra. 
SARAH JANE, wife of Major WILLIAM WIL- 
LIAMS. Mrs. Williams was born in Scotch Val 
ley, Blair eounty, in 1826. Her father, Thomas 
B. Moore, was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian 
church of Hollidaysburg, highly useful in his 
day, and greatly beloved. Sho was carefully in- 
structed in Christian doctrine and duty, and at 
an early age made a public profession of her faith 
rtance and value 
of religious instruction in the family, and prompt- 
ed by love to her Saviour and the souls of those 
committed to her charge, she was careful to in 
struct them in religious thin She longed and 
ne, tee for their salvation. She was permitted to 
see her oldest child make a profession of Christ; 
then God took her to himself. The affectionate 
wife, the devoted mother, the genial companion, 
and, better than all, the humble Christian, slept 
in Jesus. A husband and seven children, with a 
large circle of attached friends, weep at her grave. 
But what is loss to them, is to her gain. To be 
with Christ is far better. May the God of the 
covenant sanctify this sore bereavement to the 
afflicted family, and N them all at last to join 
the wiſe and mother in the everlasting song. 

Died, in Wysox, Pennsylvania, November 2d, 
in the seventy-sixth year of her age, HARRIET, 
wife of AMOS YORK, a ruling elder in the Pres- 
byterian Church. Her family name was Hin- 
man. Born at Middletown, Connecticut, in 1790, 
she removed, when quite young, to the valley of 
the Wysox. When at the age of twenty, she 
united, by profession, with the church under the 
ministry of the Rev. Manassah York, the father 
of her future husband. Her marriage was in 
1813, and from this point, as an honoured head of 
one of the families of Israel, her course was uni- 
form and steadfast. With a beautiful simplicity 
in her piety, an increasing familiarity with the 
Divine word, love for all the ordinances of wor- 
ship, and a cheerful readiness for every 
work, she bore testimony for God through fifty- 
five years, growing in the confidence and esteem 
of all who knew her, and winning, in large mea- 
sure, both the reverence and affection of the 
young. Her disease was anasarca, endured with 
a sweet submission and quiet waiting the hour of 
her release. With no rapture—but what is more 
impressive, an unwavering trust in a Saviour's 
righteousness—she passed away. All accord to 
her the honoured name, Mother in Israel.“ 
There remain a husband, five sons, and two 
daughters to witness the fruits of piety in age, 
and cherish the memory of her — 18 

De this life, on the 28th of Ostober last, 
at his residence in Bellefonte, WILLIAM HAR- 
RIS, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. Mr. 
Harris was born in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, on 
July 12, 1799, and resided in or near that place 
during his whole life, except when absent in the 

formance of official duties. His father was 

ames Harris, who resided, and died near Belle- 
fonte, bearing with him to the gravo a reputation 
for high moral worth and intelligence. The 
mother of the deceased, a woman of highly culti- 
vated intellect, was a daughter of Colonel James 
Dunlop, one of the proprietors of the town, who 


had performed important services in the French, 
the volutionary, and the Indian wars. By 
family councetion on both sides of the house, 
Mr. Harris held a high rank in society. IIis 


education fitted him for the various responsible 
positions to which, in the course of his life, he 
was called. Notwithstanding his modest and 
retiring disposition, his high moral character 
secured to him the esteem and confidence of his 
fellow citizens. lu early life he was engaged in 
agriculture. When tho system of improvemonts 
by canals and railroads was inaugurated in Penn- 
sylvania, he entered the service of the State as a 
civil engineer. In that profession he was em- 
ployed during his subsequent life—at first in the 
service of the State, and afterwards in the em- 
ployment of canal and railroad ¢ rp-rations. He 
served one term, with much credit, in the Senate 
of Pennsylvania, and at different periods filled 
other offices of trust and Ai pgm In all 
these positions he manifested a strong sense of 
the obligations he had assumed. In private life 
the deceased was highly esteemed for the sound- 
ness of his judgment, the uprightness of his con- 
duct, and the amiability of his temper. His re. 
markably polite and deferential manner toward 
all, more especially toward women and aged per- 
sons, was a prominent trait always admired. It 
would be well if it was always imitated by the 
young men of the present generation. By educa- 
tion, and in mature years by choice, he was a 
Presbyterian. For many years he was a consis- 
tent member of the Presbyterian Chureh, and 
died in her communion. He was liberal in his 
views and feelings toward other denominations. 
Mr. Harris's last illness was of short duration, 
He has left a wife and children, who, with his 
many friends, will long mourn their loss. We 
confidently trast that their loss has been his un- 
speakable gain. 


— 
COPPER TIPS protect the toes of children’s 


shoes. One pair will outwear three without tips. 
Sold every where. ; 


— 


THE NEW HYMN AND TUN — 
This book will be issued probabl — 
end of January next. The Board 
tion, at the as of the Hymn-Book Com- 
mittee of the General Assembly, has resolved 
to sell the frst issue (a 12mo) at $1.35 per copy, 
up to the 15th of January, in order to afford 

lities for a careful examination of the work 
previous to the next General Assembly. Any 
one conversant with the present high prices of 
books will appreciate the great advan of this 
offer. But to secure copies at this v ow rate, 
eee and churches must send their orders 
ore the 15th of January to Winthrop Sargent, 
Esq., Board of Publication Rooms, No. 821 
nut street, Philadelphia. 


J M. Kanns, 
Chairman of the Assembly's Commities, New York. 


CONCERT OF PRAYER. — The Mothers’ 
Monthly Concert of Prayer will be held at the 
Rev. Mr. Sheppard’s church, on Buttonwood 
street below Sixth, Philadelphia, on Wednesday, 
January 3d, at three o'clock. Ladies are all in- 
vited to attend. 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION.—The Anni- 
versary Celebration of the Church Sabbath-school 
and Howard Sabbath-school of the Sixth Presby- 
terian church, Spruce below Sixth street, Phila- 
delphia, will be held to-morrow (Sabbath) after- 
noon, 3ist inst., at three o'clock. Addresses by 
the Rev. V. D. , of New Jersey, and the — 
tor of the church, with several hymns by scholars 
of both schools. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION.—A Stated Meeting 
of the Board of Education will bo held at their 
Rooms, 821 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, on Fri- 
day, the 5th Jauuary, 1866, at balf-past three 
o'clock, P. M. Hopes, 

President of the Board. 


CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — 
Corner of Highth and Cherry Streets, Philadel- 
phia.—Preaching to-morrow (Sabbath) Morning, 
ist inst., at half past ten o'clock, and in the 
afternoon at half-past three o'clock, by the pas- 
tor, Rev. Alexander Reed. 


FIFTEENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH— 
Corner of Fifteenth and Lombard Streets, Phila 
delphia.— Pastor, Rev. William McElweo.—Com- 
munion of the Lord's Supper to-morrow (Sabbath), 
Sist inst. The Rev. John R. Waruer, of Gettys- 
burg, will — at half-past ten o'clock A. M 
assist in the communion service, and preach at 
half-past seven o'clock in the evening. All are 
invited. Preaching every Monde, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, aud Friday nights in the Lecture. 
room, at eight o'clock. 


CENTRAL PRESBYTERY OF PHILADEL- 
PHIA.—This Presbytery will hold its stated 
quarterly meeting in the Kensington Presbyte- 
rian church, corner of Frankford Road and Girard 
Avenue, on Monday, January I, at 10 o'clock 
A. M. M. C. Surreuen, Stated Clerk. 

N. B.—By special request, the Rev. Dr. Beadle 
will preach in the Kensington church the same 
evening. 


PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA.—The 
Presbytery of Philadelphia will hold its next 
stated quarterly meeting in the West Spruce 
Street church, on Tuesday, January 2d, 1366, at 
ten o'clock A. M. W. M. Rien, Stated Clerk. 


PRESBYTERY OF TROY.—This Presbyte 
will hold its next stated meeting in Waterford, 
New York, commencing on Monday evening, 
January 3, at seven o'clock. 

Wituiam M. Jonnson, Stated Clerk. 


—— — 


PRESBYTERY OF BUFFALO CITY.-—This 
Presbytery will hold their next stated meeting at 
the Central Presbyterian church, in Buffalo, New 
York, on Tuesday, January 9th, to be opened with 
a sermon at seven o'clock P. M. 

Jaues Remwineton, Stated Clerk. 


PRESBYTERY OF HUNTINGDON. — This 


— — — — 


SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES. 


The immediate relief of the Soldier, the Widow, 
the Orphan, in their own homes, is the only object 
we have in viow in 1 to you ſor pecunia 
co-operation. Such families are numerous, an 
their terrible destitution is known only to those 
who visit their humble homes, their damp dark 
collars, and cold, cheerless garrets. The Rev. 
William McElwee, pastor of the Fifteenth Pres. 
byterian church of Philadelphia, and exten- 
sively known by the name of “Cire Pastor,” 
has been devoting much of his time, by his pen 
and personal labours, during the last two years, 
for the benefit of this needy and deserving class. 
Convinced that our citizons have a heart in such 
a work, and stand ready to aid it when appealed 
te, and finding that the calls for aid are daily 
increasing, and that funds are needed to meet 
them, you are earnestly solicited to contribute 
liberally to aid this noble and Christ-like work. 
was an hungered,and ye gave me meat ; thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink ; naked, and ye clothed me.” 

All contributions will be acknowledged in the 
Presbyterian. 

Zend contributions to 

Rev. WM. McELWEE, (City Pastor,) 
Superintendent of “ Immediate Aid for Soldiers’ 


Families.’ 
Residence 1311 Lombard street, Philadelphia. 
Mas. CITY PASTOR, Superintendent of Clothing 
Department, and of Visitation and Distribution. 
Miss II. MOONEY, Agent, and Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Supplies and Distribution. 


“We know CITY PASTOR, are acquainted 
with his work, and — recommend his 
cause and himself as worthy of the aid and con- 
fidence of our citizens. 

Jaues 
Avcexanper Henry, 
James II. Onna, 
Henry D. Moore.” 


RITTENDEN’S COMMERCIAL COLLEGE, 
637 Chestnut Street, Corner of Seventh, 
Philadelphia. 

Established, 1844. Incorporated, 1855. 
YOUNG MEN PREPARED FOR THE 
COUNTING -HOUSE AND 
BUSINESS LIFE. 

EVERY ADVANTAGE AND IMVPROVEMENT 
FOR OBTAINING A THOROUGH 
COMMERCIAL EDUCATION. 

SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY STUDENTS 
IN ATTENDANCE WITHIN THE 
PAST? YEAR. 

The Course of Instruction includes 
BOOK-KEEPING, 


as practised by the best Accountants and Busi- 
ness men, for Wholesale and Retail Manuluc- 
turing, Jobbing, Real Estate, Importing, Steam- 
boating, Commission, Domestic and. Foreign — 
ping business, Joint Stock Companies and Bank- 
ing business, &c. 


PENMANSHIP, 
Plain and Ornamental. 

COMMERCIAL CALCULATIONS, 
including Interests, Discounts, Commissions, In. 
surance, Profit and Loss, Average, Siufple and 
Compound, Exchange, &c. 

BUSINESS FORMS. 

Bills, Promissory Notes, Orders, Recei 
Checks, Invoices, Account Sales, Accounts 
rent, Letters, &c. 

Also, Commercial Law, Detecting Counter ſeit 
Money, £c. 

TELEGRAPHING taugt; by ove of the best 
Sound Operators. 

Students received at any time. Individual 
instructions. 

A liberal discount allowed disabled soldiers. 

In extent of accommodation, facilities for 
imparting business knowledge, thoroughness and 
practical value of its course of inctruction, and in 
real advantages to business men, this Institution 
is unequalled. 

CATALOGUES furnished gratis on application. 

CRITTENDEN’S Book-Keeping, 
House, High School and Common School - 
tions, and Judge Sharswood’s Lectures before the 
Students on Commercial Law, or sale at the 
College. 8. H. CRITTENDEN 4 Co. 


EDGEHILL SCHOOL 
FOR 3018. 


Princeton, New Jersey . 


Parsceton, N. J., Jan. 1, 1866. 
from the Associate Principalship of 
vol, the undersigned feels great satis- 


ur- 


In 
Edgehill Se 
faction in commending to the patrons and friends 
of the School, his friend and successor, the Rev. 
Henry B. Chapin—a gentleman who, by his ex- 

rience and attainments, is eminently qualified 
or the position which he to-day assumes. The 
Rev. T. W. Cattell, who has been long and favour- 
ably known as the senior Principal and proprie- 
tor of the School, retaiua his position as formerly; 
and under the joint direction of Messrs. Cattell 
and Chapin, the undersigned believes that Edge- 


hill will afford to parents 
i thorou ucation for their sons. 
A. D. WHITE. 


The next session of Edgehill Sehool will com- 
mence on Wednesday, January 31. A thorough 
course in Classical, Mathematical, and English 
studies. 

erences.—The Faculties of the College and 
Theological Seminary. 


For Catal * 
T. W. CATTEL rincipals. 
Rav. H. B. CHAPIN. 


EACHER WANTED. —A man, compe- 
tent to teach Classics and Mathematics, to 
cater his duticn — 1 February, A Pres- 
yirian preferred. A 8. A. GAYLEY, 
Princi Elect West Nottingham Academy, 
est Notting Cecil county, Maryland. 


EW FOR SALE. —In the middle aisle of the 
Tenth Presbyteriau church, corner of Wal- 
aut and Twelfth, Philadelphia, Rev. Dr. Board- 


tor. Inquire of Dr. Haasis, Treasurer, 
16 — 8 of Mr. Watson, Sexton, at the 


building. 


AN. — 
: please notice the being conveyed with other ngers ; 
break — point. Married. 
0 inge in which he rode was precipi- 
tated, in the night, down a gully hirteen 
Latheran 
= 
— 
— 
9 Presbytery will hold an adjourned meeting in the 
Presbyterian church .of Tyrone City, on the 
second Tuesday (9th) of January, at II o'clock 
A. M. Rosert Stated Clerk. 
— — öLk 
| 
| 
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| 
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4 
PUBLICATIONS: 


Gurses or History. By George M. Towle. 
Boston, 1885, William Spencer. Indo, 


originally eontributed to the periodical press, and 
are here coftmoted by the author as illustrative of 
memorable men and events, and are entitled 
«“ Glimpses,” as not being continuous historical ical nar- 
rative, or confined to any particular time or coun- 
try. Thus we have «Memorable Assassinations 
Abroad and at Home,” “the Opening Scenes of the 
” «the Last Days of 1 
Century of English History —1 700 to 1860; 
as biographice! sketches, “John Bright,” “Lord 
Chancellor Campbell,” «Count Cavour,” “Leigh 
Hunt,” “Alexis De Tooqueviile,” e. These are 
vigorously written, with proper intelligence of the 
subjects, and adapted to the general tastes of 
readers. They are well designed to foster in the 
American mind a just pride in the system which, 
in its developments, has attracted the applause of 
distinguished men abroad. 
unn Roms: Political, Religious, and Social. By 
— Re v. C. M. — D.D., Professor of Eccle- 
siastical History in the Divinity School, Phila- 
delphia, &. ja, 1865, J. B. Lippin- 


their delight in having performed the feat, recount 
the wonders they have seen during their brief 
sojourn, amidst the fragmentary remains of ancient 
Rome, the Coliseum, the disentombed statuary, as 
well as the unrivalled galleries of art, and the 
ceremonials of some priestly celebration, 
while they remain willingly ignorant of the inner 
life of a capital which for centuries has been mis- 
governed, under a cruel, grinding, and malignant 
despotism. The moral degeneracy of the priest- 
ridden city, the utter disregard of the trae spirit- 
ual, as well as political rights of the people, under 
Papal misrule, present no features to be admired 
or imitated, but much to deplore, as well as to 
awaken indignation. When shall a government 
so base come to an end? When shall all Italy be 
thrown open to the gospel? Dr. Butler, who 
resided for two years in Rome, directed his chief 
attention to the inner condition of tho city of the 
Popes; and, with some peculiar opportunities of 
obtaining information, he exposes to view its 
moral skeleton and death's head. If his revela- 
tions are not all new, they are all true; and if they 
are not altogether full, they are sufficient to prove 
that, perhaps, no other city within the bounds of 
civilization is so utterly God-forsaken as this 
falsely named centre of Christian unity. We hear- 
tily commend the volume to ali who would know 
the inner as well as the outer Rome. 


Herewanp, the Last of the English. By Charles 
Kingsley, author of Two Years Ago,” &c. Bos- 
ton, 1865, Ticknor & Fields. 12mo, pp. 397. 

A curious volume, quite out of the common 
way. Kingsley has been among the old English 
chronicles, stulying their legends, so blended with 
the facts of bistory as to render their separation 
next to impossible, and weaving out the marvel. 
lous adventures of Hereward, the last of the Eng- 
lish. It is a story not easy to be read, if we would 
understand all its characters and allusions, and 


yet fascinating in its details, and as a picture of- 


the strange and barbarous times many hundreds 
of years ago, in the now united kingdom of Great 
Britain. History, even relating to recent times, is 
by no means a matter to be unsuspectingly re- 
ceived in all respects, and even the history of 
our mother country is not, even to this day, so 
settled that all agree about it What, then, is the 
degree of faith to be reposed in the old chronicles, 
so full of marvels and romances, and relating to 
wild and fierce men and barbarous manners? At 
least in this volume we have a tissue in which 
there are golden threads of fact, and, at all events, 
a romance of the olden times, and it will be 
acceptable as showing the rough material of 
which our forefathers were made, and somewhat 
of the style of their religious convictions. 


Wineina His Way. By Charles Carleton Coffin. 
Boston, 1865, Ticknor & Fields. 16mo, pp. 258. 
We read this story with much interest as it ap- 

peared in parcels in the Young Folks, and the 

author so enlisted our sympathies for his hero, 

Paul, that “Winuing His Way’ was the first thing 

we read as the successive numbers reached us. 

The tale is so admirably wid, that it has been, 

and will be popular with young readers. 


Tus Lerrers or Wotrcanc Amapevs Mozart. 
(1769-1791.) Translated from the Collection 
of Ludwig Nohl, by Lady Wallace. With a 
Portrait and Fac-Simile. In two volumes. New 
York, 1865, Hurd & Houghton. 12mo, pp. 332 
and 297. 

The masician, like the poet, must be born, not 
made. Mozart was one of those musical prodigies 
who almost from infant years revealed his pecu 
liar aptitude to think and express musical num 
bers. His whole, but not long life was devoted 
to the composition of operas, requiems, masses, 
and sonatas, which have placed his name among 
the foremost masters. His letters, now published 
for the first time in full, while they present him in 
an amiable, domestic point of view, are chiefly 
devoted tw the progress of his musical career. 
What were his religious impressions, beyond his 
mere musical sensibilities, in what are termed 
religious compositions, we cannot learn from his 
letters. In a note on page 276, Vol. IL, is the 
only expression of a deeper ſceling. 


Littte Foxes. By Christopher Crowfield, author 
of “House and Home Papers.” Boston, 1865, 
Ticknor & Fields. 12mo, pp. 287. 

We need not tell the rea ling ‘public that Mrs. 
Stowe seldom fails in maintaining her claim as a 
delineator of character, at once pointed, grapliic, 
and sarcastic, and a shrewd counsellor in matters 
personal and domestic. The papers here collected 
on fault finding, irritability, repression, persistence, 
intolerance, discourtesy, exactingness, are favour- 
able specimens of her method and style, and 
under the symbol of the little foxes spoiling the 
vines, illustrate how comparatively little faults 
may nibble away domestic happiness, and make 
home a discomfort. 


Winiraep Bertram, and the World She Lived in. 
By the Author of “The Schonberg Cotta Fam- 
ily,” &c. New York, 1865, M. W. Dodd. 12mo, 
pp. 479. 


Tus Sone Wiruoor Worvs. Leaves from a 
very Old Book. Dedicated to Childfen. By 
the Author of The Schonberg-Cotta Family,” 
Kc. New York, 1865, M. . Dodd. Square 
form, pp. 140. 

Two more books from the atlluent and chas- 
tened pen of a lady who has already won golden 
opini from the reading world. The last 
named is a pretty lesson for children, to teach 
them that God's works around them have a song, 
although without wordsy and yet there are words, 
if they were understood, proclaiming the hand 
that made us is divine.” It is handsomely printed 
and adorned, and it will please. ‘The other is a 
large volume, we presume to say a little too ex- 
tended, as it is intended chiefly for young per- 
sons, and with a style plain and cheerful, and 
_ tendencies unquestionably good, it will, without 
any attempt to analyze its contents by us, be 
acceptable. In a preliminary note the author in- 
forms us that Mr. Dodd is the only publisher in 
this country who has her sanction in re producing 
her books in this country. 


Cuaststarp. A Tiagedy. By Algernon Charles 
Swinburne. New York, 1865, Hurd & Houghion 
12mo, pp. 178. 

This drama is founded on facts historical, re- 
ferring to the times of Mary Stuart and Darnley, 
of Scotland, and has undoubtedly literary merit. 
It is not intended, we suppose, for representation 
on the stage, and is occasionally marred by pro- 
fanity. 

Ox Wakervtyess. With an Introductory Chap. 
ter on the Physiology of Sleep. By William A. 
Hammond, MD, Fellow of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia. Philadelphia, 1865, 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. 12mo, pp. 93. 

This monograph on wakefulness is not exclu- 
sively intended for the medical profession. It 
concerns all who are apt to overtask nature, and 
bring on that torturing and dangerous condition of 
the system, from which sleep is driven. Those 
who have suffered for any length of time from this 
pri vation, full well know its terrors. Such u trea- 
tise as this, with the description and results of 
marked cases, as well as suggestions for relief, 
should be carefully pondeied. It proceeds from 
the pen of an accomplished physician. 


BOOKS FOR JUVENILES. 


It would afford us pleasure, had we the time, 
to read these volumes; but the next best thing 
that we can do is, to advertise them before New 
Year, that our young readers may look out for 
them in making their purchases. 

Son-Rars rraom Fan anp Sens. By 
Cousin Carrie, author of Keep a Good Heart,’ 
KG. New York, 1865, D. Appleton§ Co. 12mo, 
pp. 260. 

Bessie Lane's Misraxe. Wealth is not Hap- 

piness. By the author of “Money,” Ke. 

Phi ian Publication Commitice 
12mo, pp. 330. 

Sociat Ixrivence; or, Take Care of the Boys. 
By Zell, author of “Auut Betsy's Rule.” Phila- 
me Presbyterian Board of Publication. 18mo, 
pp. 396. 

Abreu Dave, and their Teachings. Philadelphia, 
Presbyterian Board of Pablication. 18mo, pp. 108. 

Percivat. By the author of Allan 

Ke. American Tract Society. Imo 

pp. 189. 

Erriz Morison; or, The Family of Redbraes. A 
Narrative of Truth. By the author of “Allan 

18ino, 


Cameron.” American Tract Society. 
pp. 157. 


Tas Ssvexs Gazat Hyuxs oy ras Mapiavar 
Cuvace. New York, 1855, Anson D. F. Ran 
dolph. 16mo, pp. 122. 

A beautifully printed volume, and in perfect 
taste. The well known hymos which grace its 
pages are, The Celest.al Country, Dies Ira, Stabat 
Mater, Veni Sancte Spiritus, Vezilla Regis, The 
Alleluiatic Sequence. The Latin hymns are ac- 
companied by English versions, and the Dies Ira 
by several. It is a suitable companion for Mr. 
Prime s O Mother Dear, Jerusalem. 


Tun Surrres Hoversotp. A Book for the 
flicted. By S. lrenwus Prime, D. D., William 
B. Sprague, D. D, George W. Bethune, D. D. 
J. B. Waterbury, D. D., and C. M. Butler, D. D. 
New York, 1883, Anson D. F. Randolph. 12mo, 
pp- 259. 

This is another beautiful book from the press 
of Mr. Randolph, and in the same taste iu execu- 
tion as the former. By the respective authors 
mentioned in the title, tender and appropriate 
thoughts are clothed in choice words, On the Death 
of a Child—a Wife—a Husband—a Parent—a 
Friend It may well be selected as a household 
friend and companion for the afflicted and be- 
rea ved It is interspersed with sweet poetry. 


Tas Two Honcry Kittens. By Theodore Tilton. 
lilustrated by H. L. Stephens. New York, Tib- 
bals & Whiting. Large square form, pp. 8. 
This brochure, to make the eyes of children 

glisten, is admirably illuminated, and with its 

pictare on every page, with the simple verses ex- 
planawory, will make children covet it. 


PAMPHLETS AND PERIODICALS. 

Reconstruction. A Letter to President John. 
son. By Count A D. Gasparin” Pp. 70. This 
admirable and thoughtful letter, by a fast friend of 
our country, aud a most di-cerniug observer of its 
progress, is published by the Loyal Publication 
Society of New York. 

“Fruitfuiness in Olid Age.“ An appropriate 
tribute to the memory of Mr. John Morris, by the 
Rev. J. E. Rock well, D. D, of Brooklyn. 

„The Ending of Striſe A Thanksgiving Dis 
course, by the Rev. Noah Hunt Schenck, D. D, of 
Baltimore. 

From T. B. Pugh, Chestnut and Sixth streets, 
Philadelphia, we have received the January 
number of © Hours at Home, and also Our 
Young Folke, both admirable periodicals of their 
respective classes, which we have cordially com- 
mended before. Their contents will favourably 
compare with any which have appeared before. 

We have received for the month, Hall's Journal 
of Health, The Presbyterian Monthly, Childs 
American Literary Gazette, Reformed Presbyte- 
rian, Lady's Friend, Lites Living Age, 1124, 
1125. 


Monthly, which strikes us as a choice number of 
this well establisbed Monthly. 

From Leonard Scott & Co,, of New York, we 
have received their reprint of the London Cuar 
terly Review. Contents:—1. Cathedrals of Eng- 
land. . The Mariners Compass. 3. The Re. 
sources, Condition, and Prospects of Italy. 4 The 
Poetry of Praed and Lord Houghton. 5. Blind 
People. 6. Field Sports of the Ancient Greeks 
and Romans. 7. Ihe Gallican Church. 8. The 
Russians in Central Asia. 

Also the Westminster Review. Contents 
I. Personal Representation. 2. Rationalisin in 
Europe. 3. Capacities of Women. 4. Palgrave's 
Travels in Arabia. 5. The Holy Roman Empire. 
6. The Doctrine of Nationalities and Schleswig 
Holstein. 7. Mr. Grotes Plato. 8. Letiers from 
Egypt. 9%. Contemporary Literature. 

From Horace Waters, Music Publisher in New 
Yorm we have received Promenade Concert 
Polka, by Mrs. Parkhurst; Santa Claus, Song and 
Chorus, by the Rev. A. A. Graley; and « My 
Jamie's on the Battle-field,”” by Mrs. Kidder and 
Mes. Parkhurst 


Origin of the Sign of the White Hart. 


It is not, perhaps, generally known from 
what circumstance this sign, and which is 
now adopted in so many towns and citics 
in England, derived its origin. The follow- 
ing account is given by Sir Halliday Wag. 
stafie, who was keeper of the woods and 
forests in the reign of Henry VII. It ap- 
pears that the king, fecling disposed for a 
day’s hunting, repaired to the New Forest 
for that purpose. A celebrated white hart, 
which was called Albert, and which was a 
noble-looking animal, was selected for the 
day’s sport. Albert showed them some 
fine running, and the chase continued till 
nearly the close of day, when at length 
being hard pressed by the dogs, he crossed 
a river near Ringwood, and finally stood at 
bay in a meadow; his pursuers came up 
just at the time the dogs were about to 
make a sacrifiewef their victim, when the 
ladies intereeded for the noble animal. 
Their intercession was listened to, and the 
dogs wero called off, and the animal se- 
0 He was taken into Ringwood, and 
a gold collar was placed round his neck, 
and he was removed to Windsor, and Hal- 
liday Wagstaffe was that day knighted in 
Kingwood. The house of eutertainment at 
which the kiog and his courtiers partook 
of some refreshment, had its sign altered 
to that of the White Hart, and has retained 
its name to this day.— Southampton Times. 


THE HOSPITALITY OF THIEVES. 


Brigandage is assuming fearful propor- 
tions in the Papal States. At Collepardo, 
the other day, a band of forty men cele- 
brated the baptism of their chief’s infant, 
compelling the curé to perform the cere- 
mony in the parish church. Before leav- 
ing the town they fired salvos of musketry, 
scattered money among the crowd, and 
gave a general invitation to the inhabi- 
tants—which was widely accepted—to at- 
tend the feast in the mountains in honour 
of the occasion. A profuse repast was 
served in a gorge of the neighbouring hills. 
The hungry citizens, fraternizing with the 
hospitable brigands, gladly attacked the 
fine oxen which had been slain for the 
meal, and ewptied barrel after barrel of 
wine. While this entertainment was 
going on in the hills, the town was almost 
deserted; even the cats and dogs followed 
their masters in the hope of getting a few 
pickings. 

—— — — 


PROFITABLE READING. 


[ find that the benefit I receive from 
Scripture in a great measure depends 
upon myself. How often, in turning to it 
to clear up some historical sequence, or 
some obscure doctrine, to find material for 
imagination or ground for hypothesis, I 
only get at the shell instead of the kernel ! 
Or, again, if in high-wrought times a 
clearer insight be afforded, how prone are 
we to improve and define it by our 
strength, and so to bring human fictions 
instead of divine truth to light! The 
mysteries of the Holy Scriptures are re- 
vealed to us only when we are seeking for 
nothing else but for the way of reconcilia- 
tion with God, and for help in our battle 
with selfishness and sin. Again: I learn 
more and more to discern the divine wis- 
dom which has set limits to revelation. 
All that we need for our happincss is 
given us; and were the curtain lifted fur- 
ther from the holy mysteries, man would 
be lost in hopeless bewilderment.— From 
the Life of Perthes. 


— — 


AN INTERESTING INCIDENT. 


Connected with the recent loss of the 
schooner New Jersey, and the saving of 
her crew of six persous and a dog, is an 
instance of canine spzacity which fully 
equals the one related a few weeks since in 
relation to the trooper’s horse. When the 
steamship Granada touched the wreck for 
the p e of taking off the crew, the 
latter, who had been without food or water 
for over thirty-six hours, were found lyin 

on the deck drenched with water, an 

completely exhausted. The dog was the 
only living object on the watch, and as 
soon as he beheld the Granada he rushed 
forward, bit the captain’s foot, and whined 
piteously—evidently for the purpose of 
telling them of the approaching succour. 
This he repeated the second time before 
the whistle of the steamboat aroused the 
crew to their danger. Greater interest, 
also, attaches to this incident, from the 
fact that the crew had decided to kill the 
faithful animal the following morning, to 


sustain their lives a little longer. 


Also the January number of the Atlantic. 


GRANDFATHER’S PET. 


This is the room where she slept, 
Only a year ago— 
Quiet and carefully swept, 
Blinde and curtains like snow ; 
There, by the bed in the dusky gloom, 
She would kneel with her tiny clasped hands 
and pray! 
Here is the litte white rose of a ro 
With the fragrance fled away! | 


Etfie, Grandfather's pet, 
With her wise little face— 
I seem tw hear her yet, 
Singing about the place; 
But the crowds roll on and the Greets are drear, 
And the world seems hard with a bitter doom, 
And Effie is singing elsewhere—and here 
Is the little white rose of a room. 


Why, if she stood just there, 
As she used to do, 
With her long light 
And her eyes of Hu. 
If she stood, I say, at the edge of the bed, 
And ran to my side with a living touch, 
Though I know she be quiet, and buried, an! dead, 
I should not wonder much. 


For she was so young you know— 
Only seven years old— 
And she loved me, loved me, 80 
Though I was gray and old; 
And her face was 80 wise and 80 sweet to ser, 
And it still looked living when she lay dead, 
And she used to plead for mother and me 
By the side of that very bed! 


I wonder, now, if she 
Knows | ain standing here, 
Feeling, wherever she be, 
We hold the place so dear? 
It cannot be that she sleeps too sound, 
Still in her little nightgown dressed, 
Not to hear my footsteps sound 
In the roor where she used to rest. 


Nay! though | am dull and blind, 
Since men are bad and base, 
The Lord is much too kind 
To mar such a sweet young face ‘ 
Why when we stood by her still beate, 
She seemed to breathe like a living thing! 
And when | mormured her name and cried, 
She seemed to be listening! 


I have felt hard fortane’s stings, 
And battled in doubt and strife, 
And never thought much of things 
Beyond this human life; 
But I can not think that my darling died 
Like great strong men with their prayers vutrue; 
Nay! rather she sis at God's own side? 
And sings as she used to do! 


A weary path | have trod; 
And now I feel no fear— 
For { cannot think that Ged 
Is so far, since she was here! 
As I stand, | can see the blue eyes shine, 
And the small arms reach throushThe curtained 
gloom, 
While the breath of the great Lord God divine 
Stirs the little white reve of a room! 


— Hours at Home. 
— 


THE PLANET MARS. 


Professor Phillips, of Oxford, has pub- 
lished an interesting summary of the re- 
sults of recent telescopic observations of 
the planet Mars. No doubt remains that 
the white patches, so long observed at the 
poles of the planet, are composed of snow. 
They change uniformly with the changes in 
the seasons. Red and green patches, also, 
have been discovered, which are supposed 
to indicate land and sea. By means of a 
spectroscope, the presence of an atmosphere 
has been made certain—deep enough to 
sustain life, and dense enough to bear up 
aqueous vapours, which may compensate, 
in part, for the smaller heat received from 


the sun. 


SHE WANTED TO WIN HIS LOVER. 


Jacob Abbott, in his “Iloaryhead,” a 
volume published some quarter of a century 
ago, tells, for one of his illustrations, the 
story of a poor widow and her son Gilbert, 
a boy about ten years old, who lived in a 
solitary log cabin among the hills. Gilbert 
is not a very bad boy, but heedless, and 
somewhat neglectful of his mother. On a 
certain day in winter he loiters on his way 
home, till dark. His mother has done his 
work for him. He eats his supper, lics 
down by the fire and sleeps. She puts a 
bear skin and a pillow under him, and ere 
he awakes she almost finishes a pair o/ 
mittens, which she is knitting for bim in 
secret. Her strong desire to awaken his 

ratitude leads her to show him her work; 
but he only seeks for faults in it. Just 
after he climbs the ladder to his bed, a be- 
lated traveller enters to inquire the way. 
He does not delay for the night, but ac- 
cepts her offer of a rich bowl of bread and 
milk, for which she will accept no pay. 

Iie then inquires: 

“Is there no way that [ can render you 
* service? You seem dejected and sad. 
I have had some experience in the world, 
and have scen a great many troubles.’’ 

Encouraged by this, she told him what 
troubled her mind when he came in; and 
then, led on by his expressions of kindness 
and sympathy, she unburthened her heart 
entirely to him. She told him how long 
she had tried to win Gilbert’s love, but all 
in vain. And she described her efforts in 
detail, and their utter want of succcss. 
I would give all the world to have him 
love me—but he cares nothing for me at 
all. Now what can I do?” 

“Ts he idle and disobedient?” asked the 

est. 

„Why, no, I don’t think he is, zonerally. 
Ile does his work most days as well as you 
could expect of such a boy. Ile helps me 
a good deal—but that I don’t care much 
about. He doesn’t seem to do it out of re- 
gard tome. If he should bring me home 
even a flower out of the woods, because he 
thought it would please me, I should like it 


better than all the work he docs now from ; 


morning till night.” 

„ see,” said the traveller, “ you want 
his heart, and not merely his cold, outward 
obedience.”’ 

„es, sir,“ said she, that is it exactly.”’ 

The traveller paused a moment, looking 
into the fire, apparently lost in thought. 
He then said: 

“When you make him presents, and do 
him little kindnesses, how does he receive 
them? Does he seem grateful then? 

„% No, sir, I don’t think he does. 
generally likes the present well enough, 
and is glad to get it and use it; but then I 
don’t see that he thinks any thing about its 
coming from me.” 

„He takes the gift with a selfish plea 
sure, 3 has no grateful feeling — the 
giver? 

“ Yes, sir; and sometimes he murmurs 
and complains when I have done the best 
I could for him.” 

The traveller sat in silence again several 
minutes, apparently lost in thought. He 
presently turned round toward his hostess 
and said : 

“You ask me what you shall do, and I 
cannot well tell you, unless I ask you one 
or two questions about yourself, which 
perhaps it would not be proper for me to 
ask under other cireumstances. If you had 
rather not answer them, do not hesitate to 
say so. Are you im the habit of morning 
and evening prayer?” 

The mother's eye dropped. She looked 
embarrassed, shook her head, and faintly 
answered— 

„No, sir.“ 

“Do you read the Bible much!?“ 

“ No, sir,“ said she timidly; “we used 
to have one, but it is almost worn out.“ 

“And do you never read the Bible, or 
pray secretly to God? ; 

“1 used to, some, when I was young, 
but not of late years.” 

“Then there is now no communication 
whatever between your soul and God?“ 

She hung her head and made no reply. 

“No thanksgiving for his favours—no 
love or affection returned for his goodness 
no desire to do any thing to please him? 

The speaker paused at each inquiry, but 
his hostess made no reply, and the ex- 

ression of her countenance showed that 
— feelings were not displeasure that the 


THE 


— — ¶ — 


questions were asked, but self-reproach, 
awakened by the answer that her conscience 
ve. 


to you what you yourself are to your P 
above. All that you have done to win h 
love, God has done to win yours; and your 
child’s repulses of your affection are exactly 
analogous to your repulses of the love of 
God. We are as industrious and regular 
in the performance of duties as other per- 
sons are, but we do nothing for the sake of 
leasing God. We turn cold looks and 
— to him. We take his gifts with 
a kind of selfish gratification, but with no 
feelings of grateful affection for the Giver ; 
and sometimes, like Gilbert, openly murmur 
and complain when God has done the best 
that could be done for us. Now, have not 
ou been such? If so, you reap as you 
— sowed. Gilbert is an ungrateful and 
undutiful child, just like his mother“ 


— 


DRUNK IN THE PULPIT. 


The Beright, a Flemish journal, pub- 
lished at Diest, (Belgium), described a 
disgraceful scene which occurred at Engs- 
berg during a jubilee: — Two Redemptor- 
ist friars of St. Trond had been invited to 
preach. One of them accordingly ascended 
the pulpit with staggering steps. Though 
the choir was still chanting and the organ 
playing, the preacher at once began his 
sermon, which he said would be on drunk- 
enness and the dangers of that shameful 
vice. The curé endeavoured to persuade 
the friar to leave the pulpit, but the latter, 
with all the obstinacy of a man in drink, 
refused. An attempt was then made to 
drown his voice with the swell of the organ, 
but he went on gesticulating and shout- 
ing. He at last knocked down one of the 
tapers lighting the pulpit, and set his hair 
on fire against another. Tho people fear- 
ing the place would bo set on fire, then 
left the church, and the reverend father 
was taken down from the pulpit and carried 
to bed. —Puris Galignani. 


— — 


CAUSES OF SUDDEN DEATH. 


Very few of the sudden deaths which 
are said to arise from diseases of the heart 
do really arise from that cause. To ascer- 
tain the real origin of sudden deaths, the 
experiment has been tried in Europe, and 
reported to a scientific congress held at 
Strasbourg. Sixty-six cases of sudden 
death were made the subject of a thorough 
post-mortem examination; in these cases 
only two were found who had died from 
disease of the heart. Nine out of sixty-six 
had died from apoplexy, while there were 
forty six cases of congestion of the lungs— 
that is, the lungs were so full of blood 
they could not work, there not being room 
enough for a sufficient quantity of air to 
enter to support life. The causes that pro- 
duce congestion of the lungs are—cold 
fect, tight clothing, costive bowels, sitting 
still until chilled after being warmed with 
labour or a rapid walk, going too suddenly 
from a close, heated room into the cold air, 
especially after speaking, and sudden de- 

ressing news operating on the blood. 
These causes of sudden death being known, 
an avoidance of them may serve to lengthen 
many valuable lives, which would other- 
wise be lost under the verdict of heart- 
complaint. That disease is supposed to be 
inevitable and incurable; hence many may 
not take the pains they would to avoid 
sudden death, if they knew it lay in their 


power 


—— 
THE NATIONS DEAD. 
Four hundred thousand men, 
The brave—the good—the tre, 
In tangled’ wood, in mountain glen, 
Oh» battle plain, in prison pen; 
Lie dead for me and you! 
Fut hondred thousand of the brave 
Have made our ransomed soil their grave, 
For me and you! 


(imal friend, for me and you! 


Iu many a fevered swamp, 
By many a black bayou, 

In many a cold and frozen camp, 

The weary sentinel ceased his tramp, 
And died for me and you! 

From Western plain to ocean tide 

Are stretched the graves of those who died 
For me and you! 


Good friend, fur me and you! 


On many a bloody plain 5 
Their ready swords they drew, 
Aud poured their life-blood, like the rain, 
A home—a heritage to gain, 
To gain for me and you! 
Our brothers mustered by our side, 
They marched, and fought, and bravely died, 
For me and you! 
Good frend, for me and you! 


Up many a fortress wall 

They charged—those boys in blue— 
‘Mid surging smoke, and volley'd ball 
The bravest were the first to fall! 

To fall for me and you! 
These nob'e men—the nation’s pride— 
Four hundred thousand men have died 

For me and you! 

Good friend, for me and you! 


Iu treason’s prison hold 
Their martyr spirits grew 
To stature like the saints of old, 
While ayonies untold, 
They starved for me and you! 
The good, the patient, and the tried, 
Four hundred thousand men have die, 
For me and you! 
Gool friend, for me and you! 


A debt we ne'er can pay 
To them is justly due, 

And to the nation’s latest day 

Our children’s childron still shall say, 

« They died for me and you! 

Four hundred thousand of the brave 

Made this, our ransomed il, theic grave, 
For me and you! 
Good friend, for me and you! 


—The Rownd Table. 
— 


SIGHTS IN CHINA. 


After inspecting shops, and elbowing and 
being clbowed in the — till — 
when I was ready to drop with heat and 
fatigue, my pilot steered me to a small 
square, flagged with stone, on which the 
sun shone fiercely. He called it “ beg- 
, square,” and told me that all the 

estitute abandoned sick in the city 
crawled, if they could, to this spot, because 
those who died there received burial at 
the expense of government. While he 
spoke, my eyes were fixed upon some heaps 
of dirty tattered clothes upon the ground, 
which presently began to move, and I dis- 
covered to my horror three miserable crea- 
tures, lean, covered with odious filth, lying 
in different stages of their last agony, on 
the bare stones, ex to 322 
rays of the sun. They came here to die, 
and no one heeded them, or gave them a 
drop of water, or a morsel of food, or even 
a little shelter from the noon-tide glare. 
I had seen shocking sights of this kind in 
India, but nothing so horrible. To insure 
the climax of dis my guide led me 
straight to a dog-butcher’s shop, where 
several of the nasty, fat, oily carcases of 
those animals were hanging for sale. 
They had not been fla ~ but dangled 
there with their smooth, shining skins, 
which had been scalded and scraped clean 
of hair, so that at first [ took them for 
sucking pigs. 

There were joints of dogs 1 roasted 
on the counter, and in the back of the 
shop were several cages in which live dogs 
were quietly sitting lolling their. tongues 
out, aud appearing very unconcerned. I 
saw — cats also in cages, lookio 
very demure, and moreover I saw seve 
customers, decorous and substantial look- 
ing householders, inspect and feel the dogs 
and cats, and buy those which they deem- 
ed fittest for the table. The cats did not 


like bei and mewed loudly. 

„What pen think o’ that?” said m 
ide. “ spose, never eat 

Dog very * fat, very soft. d, 


number one dinner is dog!” “And are 


‘eats as good?” I asked. “O, Chinamen 


chowchow every thing. Chowchow plenty 
cat. Chinaman nasty beast, I think, Cap- 
pen, eh!?“ My cicerone had so long mixed 
up with European and American ship cap- 
tains and missionaries, that he had learned 
to suit his ideas to his company, if his ideas 
had not actually undergone great modifica- 
tion, as is the case in India with those edu- 
cated natives of the present day known to 
you as specimens of “ Young engal.”— 
All the Year Round. 


—ͤA—fPTs 


PRAISE OF ALL THE ARMIES. 


General Grant closes his report with the 
following paragraph: —“ It has been my 
fortune to see the armies of both the West 
and East fight battles, and from what I 
have seen I know there is no difference in 
their fighting qualities. All that it was 
— for men to do in battle they have 

ne. The Western armies commenced 
their battles in the Mississippi Valley, and 
received the final surrender of the remnant 
of the principal army opposed to them in 
North Carolina. The armies of the East 
commenced their battles on the river from 
which the Army of the Potomac derived 
its name, and received the surrender of 
their old antagonist at Appomattox Court 
House, Virginia. The. splendid achieve- 
ments of each have nationalized our victo- 
ries, removed all sectional jealousies (of 
which we have unfortunately experienced 
too much,) and the cause of crimination 
and recrimination that might have followed 
had either section failed in its duty. All 
have a proud record, and all sections can 


well congratulate themselves and each other 


for having done their full share in restor- 
ing the supremacy of the law over every 
foot of territory belonging to the United 
States. Let them hope for perpetual peace 
aud harmony with that enemy whose man- 
hood, however mistaken the cause, drew 
forth such herculean deeds of valour. 

„ have the honour to be, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 

S. Grant, Licutenant-General.” 


Farm und Garden. 

Too Orb ro PLANT Trees.—A farmer 
of fifty years was urged by a friend to 
plant shade trees about his house, and set 
out an orchard. To all the plausible argu- 
ments advanced, he — “IT am too 
old, I shall never live to reap the fruit of 
my labour.” Thirty years passed away, 
and the friend was called to pay his last 
respects for the dead. While present, the 
conversation just noted came to mind, and 
the farm, as it was, he contrasted with 
what it might have been Three or four 
shade, and about a dozen fruit trees, of 
poor quality, were all the farm ¢uld boast. 
There his house stood close by the road, 
bold and bare, with nothing to protect it 
from summer sun or wintry wind. On the 
farm he had cultivated ouly the staple 
crops, and in the garden the most common 
vegetables. His table was spread with the 


substantials; but, save the wild berries, the 


tempting and delicious fruits of summer | tance from his house, and often he used to 


and autumn were rare and uncoveted luxu- 


ries, and the value of a plentiful supply of 
winter fruit he never knew. “Such light 
food could not be suitable for a hard work- 
ing man.“ [lis sons, finding nothing at- 
tractive in the rough side of farming, had 
left the homestead to live in cities. ‘Thus 
the old farmer had lived for more than a 
generation, believing he was too old to 
plant trees, and foregoing the many com 
torts and delicacies they give. Ile could 
not plead poverty a: an excuse, for he 


* 


— 


—— 


could count his thousands snugly invested | 


in approved bank stock. Is a man ever 
too old to plant trees? No, no; though 
every step is tremulous with age and infir- 
mities, and he knows he cannot live to eat 
their fruit; though his children will not 
occupy the homestead to enjoy their fa- 
ther’s toils, though his estate is encum- 
bered with debt, and must soon pass out of 
the family name. By planting trees he 
manifests the spirit that animates the tiller 
of the soil who loves his vocation; the 
spirit to improve and embellish the spot of 
earth committed to his care; the spirit to 
sow and plant, though others may reap. 
What more pleasing sight than an aged 
man planting trees? A youth may be one 
of the figures in the picture—perhaps 
grandfather and grandson are engaged in 
this delightful work—the nimble hands 
performing the labour, while the experi- 
enced wisdom of age is directing aud in- 
structing the young heart and hand. They 
may be putting down a living memorial to 
mark some happy event! How dear and 
lasting will be the associations that cluster 
around such works. In what can the aged 
find more enjoyment, or better cherish 
youthful feelings, than in training the 
tender vines and shoots, in sitting. beneath 
the trees of their own planting, or in 
watching and gathering their fruits. The 
man who cousiders himself too old to plant 
trecs, is too old to manage his farm; he 
furgets that a portion of this earth has 
been allotted him that he may dress and 
keep it. He has yet to learn that the trees 
he cultivates show his appreciation of the 
beautiful in nature, and the comforts and 
luxuries of rural life; that in no other way, 
for equal cust, can he leave so acceptable a 
gift to his successors, or so enduring a 
monument of his labours; for his house, 
barns, and fences may go to decay; his 
ditches be filled, and drains stopped, and 
his once productive fields overrun with 
bushes; but these works of his hand ro- 
main as memorials of his good judgment 
and liberality. —New Enyland Farmer. 


Sryce or ron tHe ComING 
Yean.—Many of our factories and family 
dairies continue to make a large sized 
cheese. They have the old hoops on hand, 
aud cannot see the reason why large cheese 
should not be as saleable, — command as 
high a price in the markets as formerly. 
There are some advantages in making large 
cheeses. They take less bandage, require 
less labour in handling while curing, and 
the expense of boxing is less than when 


they are made smaller. To these may be 
added, less waste in shrink All these 
points are well understood by cheese 


makers, and they therefore make an effort 
to retain the old styles. Unfortunately, 
the markets step in and reject the old 
styles, giving preference to the smaller 
size. The time has been when large cheese 
would outsell the smaller, but it was not 
because of the size, but for the simple 
reason that the — was generally better. 
When quality was alike, the small cheese 
have always fon worth the most money. 
The reasons are obvious. The small cheese 
are more easily handled; there is less loss 
in case of breakage or accident; there is 
less waste in cutting, and they age more 
saleable to persons purchasing for family 
use. We may remark here, that in Eng- 
land the shops for retailing cheese are often 
kept or attended by women who are unable 
readily to handle a heavy cheese. Some 
manufacturers, the present season, have 
been making as small as seven pounds. 
They are put up, several together, in 
square boxes and shipped, and command 
very high prices. The highest prices for 
cheese that has been sent from Herkimer 
county the present season, up to October 
12th, was obtained for that made on the 
dairy farm of the writer, in eleven inch 
hoops, and weighing about twenty pounds 
each. If factories persist in making large 
cheese, they must expect to be outsold by 
the small family dairies, and the tendency 


of this will be to break up the 1 


system.— Country Gent. i 


Children's Column. 
THE CHILDREN. 


God bless the little children, 
We meet them every where; 

We bear their voices round our hearth, 
Their footsteps on the stair; 

Their kindly hearts are swelling o'er 
With mirthfulness and glee; 

God bless the little children, 
Wherever they may be. - 


We meet them ‘neath cach gypsy tent, 


With visage swarth and dun, ‘ 


And eyes that sparkle as they glance, 
With roguery and fun: 

We find them fishing in the brook 
For minnows with a pin, 

Or creeping through the bazel-brush 
The linnet's nest to win. 


We meet them in the lordly hall, 
Their stately father's pride; 

We meet them in the poor man’s cot— 
He has no wealth beside; 

Along the city’s crowded street— 
They hurl the hoop or ball; 

They find them ‘neath the paupet s r 
The saddest sight of all. 


For there they win no father's love, 
No mother's tender care, 

Their only friend the God above, 
Who hears the orphau prayer; 

But dressed in silks, or draped in rags, 
In childish’ grief or glee, 

Get bless the little children, 
Wherever they may be. 


For the Presbyterian. _ 
THE DISOBEDIENT SUNFISII. 


A PABLE. 

There was once à sunfish, surrounded by 
her little family, sunning themselves on a 
fine summer's — near the waste-gutes of a 
large mill-pond. They all appeared con- 
tented and happy, and perhaps the old fish 
was giving her progeny good advice on 
various subjects for the future Soon one 
of the little fishes espied a fine fat worm 
dangling before him—looking so tempting, 
that he was on the point of seizing it with 
his mouth, when his watchful parent told 
him not to touch it, that there was danger 
in that tempting morsel of food—that con- 
ocaled in it was a hook, which might be 
the ruin of him if he ever ventured near 
it. The little one pondered over the mat- 
ter—it could not understand how there 
could be any danger there. Soon the 
swam off to hunt up their noon-day — 
but the little one, who could not give up 
the idea of dining on the nice fat worm. 
Approaching still nearer, aud swimming 
around it, he felt confident his parent must 
be deceived; he gave it a little nibble—it 
was delicious; he felt inclined to start off 
and find his mother, and tell her how mis- 
taken she was, but alas! the next attempt 
he made to taste it, he felt the cruel hook 
fastencd in his mouth, and realizing that 
he was, being drawn from the water, ex- 
claimed, “O, that I had heeded the advice 
of a fond parent, but now it is too late; 
take warning, I pray you, all ye little 
fishes, and if ever you are tempted to dis- 
obey the warnings of your dear parents, 
remember the fate of the little disobedient 
sunfish.” G. 

Deerfield, New Jersey. 


BEAR’S DINNER. 
A man had built a saw-mill, some dis- 


go to the mill to work all day, taking his 
dinner with him. 

You have seen a saw-mill? You know 
its use is to saw biz, heavy logs, the trunks 
of trees, into nice smooth boards, to build 
houses with. 

Well, one day the man had been hard 
at work all the morning at his mill, and 
when it drew near noon, he began to feel 
hungry, and thought he would stop and 
eat his dinner. So he sat down on a large 
log upon which the saw was working, with 
his tin pail by his side. Was he afraid of 
the saw? O no, he could jump off at any 
moment, if he came too near the saw. 

While be was eating the good things 
which his wife had put up for him, and 
thinking of his work, his home, and his 
babies, who should come up but a rough old 
bear ! 

Bruin smelled the goodies, and thought 
he would put in for a share; so he quietly 
mounted the log, on the other side of the 
dinner-pail, and stuck his nose into it, as 
who sheuld say, Give me some.“ 

The good man was somewhat startled, 
you may believe, by the appearance of 
such a visitor. Of course, he would not 
be so impolite as to refuse him a share of 
the feast, but he was afraid that when 
Bruin had finished his dinner he might 
take it into his head to give him a loving 
hug by way of thanks, so he prudently 
withdrew toa safe distance, and gave up 
the whole to him. Bruin munched in 
perfect content, with his nose in the pail, 
and his back to the saw, while the owner 
of the dinner looked on from his hiding- 
place, and wished for a gun. 

But ia the meantime, the log had been 
gradually working up toward the saw, and 
now all at once the bear felt a slight nip in 
his tail. At this he growled, and gave an 
angry shake, moving a little further along 
the log. Presently he received another 
nip, and growled more savagely, but could 
not turn from his delighful repast. But 
when he was moved a third time within 
reach of the saw, and felt another bite, his 
bear nature could stand it no longer, so he 
turned in a rage, and hugged the old saw 
with all his might. And what happened 
then? Why, of course, he was cut u two; 
and the mag had bear meat enough for a 
number of dinners, besides nice bear-skin 
caps for his little boys, to keep their ears 
warm. 

Ilannah More says, “Idleness am 
children, as among men, is the root of all 
evil, and leads to no other evil more cer- 
tainly than to il/-temper.” Little Willie 
seemed to know this, for when ever he had 
nothing to do, he would say, Now, mam- 
ma, I have nothing to do; Lamon Satan's 
ground, you know.” 


‘CHOICE AND RARE 


CONFECTIONS 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
ALSO, A SPLENDID VARIETY OF 


RICH FANCY BOXES 


AND 


HIGHLY ORNAMENTED BON-BONS. 


STEPHEN F. WHITMAN, 
No. 1210 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


WOODLAND SEMINARY, 
9 and 10 Woodland Terrace, 


WEST PHILADELPHIA. 


DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 
YOUNG LADIES. 


Though recently established, the [nstitution is 
quite flourishing, Location healthful and highly 
attractive. A large Corps of experienced Teachers. 
The next Session will commence September 12. 


For Inrormation To 


Rev. HENRY REEVES, A.M., Principal. 


ENGLEWOOD INSTITUTE, 


AN ENGLISH AND FRENCH BOARDING 
AND DAY SCHOOL FOR 


YOUNG LADIES, ; 
AT 
ENGLEWOOD, BERGEN CO., N. J. 
Rev. T. G. WALL, Principal. 


A 


ANTED—For Six or Twelve Months, Ten 
Thousand Dollars in Currency, ſor which 


a r cent. will be paid, and Principal 
—— y Mortgage on Real Estate and other 
roperty. 


erences.— Williams, Noble 4 Oates, 126 
Pearl street, New York; and W. L. &. C. D. Hill, 
with H. M. Morris, 99 Pearl street, New York. 
Address J. W. MONTGOMERY, 
Ruffin, North Carolina. 
Piedmont Railroad, 


HOLIDAY BOOKS. 


THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


No. 821 CHESTNUT Sr., PHILAD’A, 


Have just issued a number of JUVENILES, 
suitable for Gifts to Children. Also, 


CHILDREN IN HEAVEN; 


OR, THE INFANT DEAD REDEEMED BY 
THE BLOOD OF JESUS. 


Large 12mo, fancy cloth, red edges. 


It will carry comfort to the heart of many a 
bereaved parent. 


NEW AND ILLUSTRATED 
VOLUMES. 


RECORDS FROM THE LIFE OF 8. v. 8. 
WILDER. 

THE GLEN CABIN. 50 cents, postage 8 cents. 

THE WUGUENOTS OF FRANCE. 50 conts, 
postage 8 cents. 

EVELYN PERCIVAL. 50 cents, postage 8 cts. 

LILIAN. 50 cents, postage 8 cents. 

CLAYTON ALLYN. 50 cents, postage 8 cents. 

LULLABILES, DITTIES, AND TALES. 60 et., 
postage 5 cents. 

FIRESIDE PICTURES. 25 ceuts, postage 4 cts. 

SAVE THE ERRING. 40 cents, postage 8 c's. 

EFFIE MORRISON. 40 cents, postage § cents. 

A FATHER’S LETTERS To Lig, DAUGHTER, 
30 conta, postage 8 cents. 

VITAL GODLINESS. $1; postage 24 cents. 

JOHN VINE HALL. 6° cents, postage 16 cts. 

OUR SYMVPATHIZING HIGH PRIEST. 30 cts., 
postage 5 cents. 


THE TITLES, ATTRIBUTES, WORK, AND 
CLAIMS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


A Assdnrwent of the AMERICAN TRACT 
SOCIETY'S Publications can be had at the Do- 
pository of the Pennsylvania Branch, No 1210 
Chestuut Kreet, Philadelphia. 


NEW SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 
JUST ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


No. 821 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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BLANCHE’S LESSONS, And Other Tales. Price 
45 and 50 cents. 

NED TURNER; Or, The Boy Who Said, “ Wait 
a Minute.” Price 35 and 40 cents. \ 

AMY RIVERS; Or, The Girl who did not Know 
How to Live. Price 35 and 40 cents. 

LITTLE NELUIE'S VELVET CARPET. Price 
20 and 25 cents. 


FRANK'S VICTORY, And Other Tales. Price 
45 and 50 cents. 

GOLD FILINGS. Price 45 and 50 cents. 

JENNIE McCLINTOCK. A Memoir. Prico 45 


and 50 cents. 

GOLDEN SANDS. From the Ocean of Divine 
Wisdom. Price 35 and 40 cents. 

THE NEVERS. By Maxwell. 
30 conts. | 

THE PATH AND TUE LAMP. By the Author 
of “Blind Annie Lorrimer.” rico 55 and 
60 cents. 

JESSE THORNTON AND HIS FRIENDS; Or 
The History of a Missionary Box. Price 25 
and 30 cents. 


WINTHROP SARGENT, 


Price 25 and 


GREAT COMMENTARY 


GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW. 


We will give a copy of this unrivalled Com- 
mentary, worth FiVE DOLLARS, to any person 
who will send us 3 of ten new subscribers to 
the 


Sunday School Times. 


Samples of the paper, and full instructions, 
sent to any address on application. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 


Publishers and Dealers in Sabbath School Books 
and Periodicals, 148 South Fourth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


— — 


LIFE STRUGGLES IN REBEL PRISONS 


— — — — 


This graphie story of Thrilling Adventure in 
twelve different prisons in the South, by Captain 
Joseph Ferguson, of the Firat New Jersey Volun- 
teers, 230 pages, hands»mely bound and beauti- 
fully illustrated, is published and mailed free to 
any address, at $1.00. Acents wanted to sell 
the book every where. 

JAMES M. FERGUSON, 
No. 25 North Sixth street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


POWER OF THE GOSPEL. 
Just Published, 


A BEAUTIFUL ENGRAVING FROM 
AN ORIGINAL PAINTING. 
BT ©. SCHUSSELE, OF PHILADELPHIA. 


— — 


This superior Picture, engraved on Steel in the 
best style of the art, by the celebrated Artist, 


MR. JOHN SARTAIN, 


represents the Moravian Missionary, Rev. Davin 
Zeissureer, preaching to the savage Indians of 
Goshgoshunk, Venango county, Penasylvania, on 
the 16th of October, 1766, the earnéstness of his 
address keeping them spell-bound for most of the 
night. 

of the Engraving Is by 28 inches, with 
suitablo margin for framing. 


TERM 3. 
Artiat’s Proofs, containing the Artists’ 

— . $25 eac 
Proofs on India paper, with Letters, 20 “ 
Plain Proofs, e 5 
Plain Impressions, 18 


Impressions Handsomely Coloured, 

A very limited number of Artist’s Proofs and 
Proofs on India paper have been issued. 

This magnificent Engraving is published by 
subscription only. 

All copies guaranteed equal to specimen; the 
earliest names entered are entitled to the first 
copies issued. 

Copies will be sent, securely rolled, so as vot t» 
injure, by mail or express, free of charge, on re- 
ceipt of above prices. 

A Specimen Copy may be examined at No. 
732 Chestuut street, second floor, where names of 
subscribers will be received. 


J. P. SEELLY & Co, Sole Agents, 


To whom all communications should be ad- 


EDWIN HALL & Co, 


26 SOUTH SECOND ST., PHILAD’A. 
Importers, Jobbers, and Retailers in 


Silks, 
Dress Goods, 
Shawls, 
Cloths, 
Cloaks, 


Velvets, &c. 
MOURNING GOODS AND WHITE GOODS 
$20 Sewing Machines. Three new kinds. Under 
chines sold in the United States for less than $40, 
All other cheap machines are infri ts. Cir- 


Also, Dealers in 
STAPLE GOODS, 
Our Goods Always for Sale at the LOWEST 
Market Prices. 
$1 5 PER YEAR!—We want Agents 

every where to sell our Iuprovep 
and upper feed. Warranted five years. Above 
salary or large commissions paid. The ont ma- 
which are fully licensed by Howe, Wheeler & Wi- 
son, Grover & Baker, Singer & Co., and Bachelder 
culars free. Address, or call upon Shaw & Clark, 
Biddeford, Maine; or at No. 823 Broadway, New 


No. 14 Lombard’s Block, Chicago, III.; No. 1 
West Fourth street, Cincinnati, Ohio; or No. 
Spaulding’s Exchange, Buffalo, New York. 


EDGEHILL SCHOOL, PRINCETON, N. J. 


The next session will commenceon Wednesday, 
August 2d. In addition to a thorough course of 
Classical and Mathematical studies, required for 
entering College, arrangements are made to meet 
the wants of those whose plans for life do not 
contemplate an entire collegiate education. An 
extended course in the English Language and 
Literature, History, Chemistry, and Practica) 
Mathematics, has been introduced, accompanied 
with lectures on these subjects by competent in- 
structors, and illustrated, where the nature of 
the subject admits, by experiments, maps, dia- 
grams, and models. LHeferences—The Faculties 
of the College and 9838 * Catalogue, 


| | apply to 


Rev. T. W. CA 
Rev. A. D. WHIT 


York; No. 236 Carter street, Philadelphia, 11 


The Young Wrecker of 
the Florida Reef 


OR, THE TRIALS AND ADVENTURES 
OF FRED RANSOM. 
ILLUSTRATED BY K & w. I. SHEPPARD. 

lémo. 81.80. 


This is a rare Book of Adventure of a boy in an 
heretofore unknown region, and gives a true and 
faithful account of a boy who was taken off to 
sea—his experience with the Wreckers on the 
Florida coast—his trials with the monsters of the 
deep—his Fishing, Hunting, and Turtiing ox- 
ploit:—his thrilling adventures with the indians 
and wild beasts on the Florida Reefs, and his 
safe aud happy return to his father. 

This is a narrative at once moving and win- 
ning. funny and romantic, and calculated to stir 
up all the finer feelings of a boy's nature. Its 
deep purity and admirable style will win for it 8 
lasting place in the heart of every boy. It will 
delight all readers. Every boy should have a 


copy. 
ALSO NOW READY. 


The following BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG and 
for Sassatu Scuoot Lisas. Beautifully It 


lustrated. 
HOWARD ASHLEY; or, The Youthful Seldier 
of the Cross. By Miss ©. M. Trowbridge 


i8mo. 75 cents. 


NEW YORK Nr p; or, Wreck and Refuge By 
the author of “ Marion Through the Brush,” 
Smo. 90 cents. 


MARION THROUGH THE BUSH. By the 
author of “ New York Ned.” Ismo. 90 cents. 


WITLESS WILLIE, THE IDIOT BOY. By the 
author of “ Joseph, the Jow.” ISmo. 45 cents, 


THE PASTOR'S WIDOWS. By Helen Hazlet, 
author of The Pastor's Son, 4c. 18mo. 90 cts. 


RAPHAEL, THE BLIND BOY. 
from the German. Imo. 90 centa. 


„„ Sent by mail, (post paid,) to any address, 
upon the receipt of the price. 0 


JAMES 8. CLAXTON, 
Sue to WM. S. 4 ALFRED MARTIEN, 
o. 606 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND 
HAPPY NEW-YEAR. 


LADIE3, MISSE3, BOYS, AND INFANTS?’ 
BOOTS AND SHOES, WEDDING SLIPS, 
AND GAITERS, Beautirun Roserrea. 
Gents’ Embroidered Toilet Slippers, &c, at 
MILLER & CO, 

387 Canal Street, New York City. 


äꝶ—— 


NEW HYMN AND TUNE BOOK, 
SONGS FOR THE SANCTUARY. 


COMPILED BY 
REV. CILARLES S. ROBINSON, 


PASTOR OF TUE ’FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CUURCH 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 


Translated 


This is an octavo volume of 450 pages, contain 
ing 1312 Psalms and Hymn, 53 Selections fo 
Chanting, and 277 Metrical Tunes, with Indexe 
of Subjects, Music, First Lines and Texts, com 
plete. It is accompanied also by a Hymn Book 
containing the hymns without the tunes. Th 
Music embraces some of the best compositiens o 
Greatorex, IIastings, Mason, Bradbury, Kingsle 
Root, and Sweetser, together with all the old 
standard tunes for the people. 

This Collection is now used by a large number 
of Presbyterian churches, of both branches of the 
denomination. The Publishers confidently ap- 
peal for testimonials concerning its merits to any 
one of the six churches in Chicago, the six in 
Brooklyn, the five in New York, and the hundred 
other prominent congregations in which it is 
employed. 

A New Edition is now issuing, printed on fine 

per, and bound in the highest style of finish, 
or congregational use. Although it contains this 
large amount of matter, it is furnished to chureh- 
es, on introduction, at—One Doutar anp Sixty 
Cents a Cory. And tg those wishing it for exam- 
ination, it will be sent for the same. 

Circulars will be forwarded on request. 


A. 8. BARNES & Co., 
51 and 53 John St., New York City, 


— — — 


GREAT CHANCE FOR 
AGENTS. 
What the People Want: 
THE STANDARD 
HISTORY OF THE WAR, 


Complete in One Very Large Volume of over 
1000 Pages. 


This Work has no rival as a candid, lucid, 
complete, authentic, and reliable history.of the 
“great conflict.” It contains reading matter 
equal to three large royal octavo volumes, splen- 
didly illustrated with over 150 fine portraits of 
Generals, Battle scenes, Maps, and Diagrams. 

Returned and disabled officers and soldiers, 
and energetic young men in want of profitable 
employment, will find this a rare chance to make 
money. We have — clearing $250 per 
month, which we will prove to any doubting 
applicant; for proof of the above, send for Cireu- 
lars, and see our terms. Address 

JONES BROTHERS & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Mason & Hamlin Cabinet Organs, 


FORTY DIFFERENT STYLES, PLAIN AND 
ELEGANT CASES, 


For Drawing-Rooms, Churches, Schools, ., 
$110 to $600 Each. 
little Space, are El tas Furnitur 
to get out of are Bored 
so that they can be sent anywhere, by ordi- 
; nary Freight routes, all ready for use. 
FIFTY-ONE HIGHEST PREMIUM 


Have been awarded us within a fow years, an 
our Circulars contain printed testimony from 


TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY OF TH 
LEADING MUSICIANS 


Ofthecountry thatthe Instruments ofour make a 


THE BEST IN THE WORLD 


Of their Class. Circulars with full particulars fre 
In obtaining a Musical Instrument, it is econon 
to get the best. 
Address MASON BROTHERS, 596 Broadwa 
New York; or MASON & HAMLIN, 274 Was 
ington Street, Boston. 


TARSHISH SILVER MINING COMPANY. 


OFFICERS.—C. 8. Brown, President; Geor 
Merrill, Vice-President; Alfred A. Post, Treasur: 
Cashier American National Bank. 

Tue Company has raised the subscription pri 
of its stock from forty to sixty dollars per sha: 
of the par value of one hundred dollars. It h 
urchased and paid for a large Mill, which b 
n shipped, and is expected to reach the mit 
during the present month. It hes made lar 
additious to its property; bas thirty thousa: 
dollars in its treasury; and is vigorously pror 
cuting the development of its valuable propert 

The management of the Company is entrust 
to a Board of Trustees, composed of enérget _ 
Christian, business men, in whom the public mi 
repos implicit confidence. The facts stated co 
cerning the management and the condition of t. 
Company, the well-tested richness of the mine 
are guarantees of the safety of an investment | 
its stock. Subscriptions, at the present rate, wi 
be received for only one thousand shares. 

For particulars or information, address any 
the officers of the Company, at No. 80 Broapwat 
New York. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


No. 606 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, 
and No. 530 Broadway, New York, by, 


ALFRED MARTIEN & Co. 


TERMS. 


50 per Annum, if paid strictly in advance, 
4380 if — paid within six months; and 83.50 
if not paid till after six months. To Clergymen 
$2.00 « year when paid strictly in advance. 

No subscription received for a less term than 
one year. All subscribers who do not 0 
ex notice to the contrary, will be 
cousidgred as wishing to continue their subserip- 
tion, and their paper will be sent to them accord- 
ingly. Ne paper discontinued until all artearages 
ure paid, except at thé discretion of the Proprie- 
tors. 

Rates of Advertising — Advertisements appro. 
priate to the character of the paper will be inserted 
at twenty cents a line for each insertion. Yearly 
advertisements inserted on favonrable terms. 

Payments for advertisements te be made in 
ad vance. 


TERMS TO CLUBS. 


Five copies to one address, for one year, $10.00 
Ten copies to one address, for one year, 820.00 
With an additional copy to the person ; 

who may act as agent. 
Sixteen copies to one address, for one year, 880.00 
With an additional copy to the agent. 
Twenty five copies to one address, for on 
With an additional copy to the agent. 
Tue money must always be 1 
vance. When the amount is largecaà draft should 
be precured, if possible. | 


Address, always post paid, 
ALFRED MARTIEN & CO, 
No. 606 Chestnut t, Philadelphia 
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man must be in favour of the keepers 


| 


aud evening trains are Als 


toll, not fefreshed, but jaded, beggard, 


Lord's day,”) with that blessed refresb- 


— 


| scropulosity and strictness of a Scot- 


| brash to shave on a Sunday morning. A 


0 — * 
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for ‘try? 


3° 


> 


— 


PER ANNUM, PAID’ STRICTLY IM ADVANCE. 
00 IF NOT PALD m SIX, MONTHS; 4 6.80 fr PAID AFTER SIX MONTHS. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 1866. 


VOL. XXXVI. 
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NO. 1. HOLE NO. 1821. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Lanes, Des. 9, 1805. 
tion is now, Dag Deen, Tor some) 
tion with the recent alteration of the 
whole of rd’s ay. ow, the | 
votes being over- 
ridden by a mejority of Euglish suffcages, | 


patched; respectively, from Edinburgh 
to Glasgow, anc from Glasgow to Edin- 
burgh. Ite working te practically that 
of pleasure excursion trains. The ar. 
guments for it are its “necessity,” and 
also the ples, so often heard in and, 
thet the morning train slways arrives 
at fts destination in time for the excur- 
Momista to attend a place of, worship, if 
they please. Ab, yes they please.” 
Bat that is the very thing that does not 
“please” our London excursionists, in 
summer time, to Brighton, to Porte- 
month, to Hastings, to Herne Bey, and 
other towne on the coast. -As u rule, 
the religious claims of the day of rest 
are utterly ignored; and in very many 
instances, instead of that temperance 
which, in contrast to the alleged or real 
filling of public houses in London on Sun- 
day night, which, it is said, that probibi- 
tion of railway excursions would inten- 
sify and increase, many retara to town 
in a muddled and excited stete; and on 
Monday morning go beck to their daily 


worn, and weary. Nothing could be 
more logically convincing, in the prac- 
tical sense of logic—or rather common 
gense—than to set over against the 
other two bands, tay of one hundred 
men each—the one worshippers, both 
morning and evening, at the house of 
God, and many of them also teaching 
in Bible-classes and Sunday-scbools; 
and the other, the excursionists afore- 
described. The verdict of any impartial 


of the day, who unite both pbysical rest 
to the muscles (as the late Professor 
Miller used to say, on medical grounds, 
“ Rest your muscles, working-men, on the 


mont to the wesried mind and spirit 
which necessarily comes from sacred 
contemplation and service—sublimating, 
purifying, ennobiing—care thrown off, 
cleanliness and godliness united together 
in the sanctuary and the home, and the 
day begun and ended with 

« Thoughts that wander through eternity !” 

Lately, the Glasgow Presbytery of 
the Established Church met to consider 
1 address on the observance 
of the Lord's day.“ Dr. McDuff, Dr. 
Jamison, and other ministers—a decided 
majority—took the position that not 

ly in the example of the primitive 
ae and in Christ's own sanction 
and impress stamped on what, by his 
resurrection, became “the Lord's day,” 
bat also by the fourth commandment, 
that one day in seven should be exclu- 
sively occupied in rest and worship—of 
course, with the saving clause of our 
Shorter Catechism, “except so much as 
is taken up with works of necessity 
and mercy.” © 

The great delegate of the Neological 
party, Dr. Norman McLeod, who deliv- 
ered what the Scotsman calls “a noble 
and remarkable speech,” like his breth- 
ron, has subscribed bis adherence to the 
Confession and Catechism prepared by 
the Westminster Assembly, as the stan- 
dard of the National Scottish Church, 
in both whieh the Divine authority and 
perpetual obligation of the Sabbath day 
are recognized as taught distinctly in 
the fourth commandment. He com- 
menced by saying that “all were agreed 
that there must be a Lord's day.” But 
then he thought the position of the 
Presbytery was an inconsistent one. 
“I do not believe in the obligation of 
the fourth commandment. I have no 
faith in it. I have perfect faith in the 
Lord’s day, utterly irrespective of the 
fourth commandment.” 

What Dr. McLeod seemed to have in 
view, as a bete noir, was the excessive 


tish Sabbath.” He insisted that even 
in Scotland, “many of us” did not come 
up to the standard of the commandment; 
and especially as the Jewish Sabbath 


began in the evening of what would 
be our Saturday, and lasted till the 


following evening. 
“ Nineteenth Century Judaism,“ as a 
Unitarian editor of a newspaper headed 


the paragraph, is thus exposed by Dr. 
McLeod: 

The Fourth Commandment has produced in 
our country a notorious Judaism—J udaism of 
the vory worst description, for which I have 
mo re-poct whatever, while I respect the 
spirit which prompted the man. Looking at 
th Judaism in some parts of our country to the 
north in the nineteenth century, I challenge 
any Free Church minister (and perhaps I might 
extend it to those still freer—the Kstablish- 
ment,) if he would dare to shave on Sunday 
morning before his people, or take a razor or 


friend of mine (a deacon) went away Inst 
summer to fish in the Western Isles, and 
lived with a most excellent man, but a regu- 
lar Jew. Well, he had « very excellent ham. 
which he proposed to have for breakfast, and 
did not refuse to cook the ham; for he liked 
his victuals, and to have wanted it would 
bave been rather much self denial. So be cut 
the ham to the bone; but when he came that 
length, he put down the knife; he would 
rather not cut any more, as it was Sunday. 
So my friend, the deacon, bad to cut the bone 
while bia host cut the ham. This illustration 
of the argument would be of no value what- 
ever, unless I was speaking a simple fact. 
This ie a fact. Now, this is slavery to the 
letter, and it bound down a creat many in 
our part of the country. Ministers them- 
selves were made slaves of it, and the clergr- 
man themselves had furged the chains which 
they cannot escape. I believe this t be a 
ect necessity. I believe it to be through 
illing the pe ple in the Fourth Comman’- 
ment in its details, though they know they 
are in a posit on from which they can hardly 
emancipute themselces. 

While “ridicule” is sometimes “a test 
of truth,” it is not always so. At the 
Same time, many who adbere to the 
perpetual obligation of the fourth com- 
mandment would not be, and are not, 
under the bondage of euch serupulosity 
as is often seeu in Highland districts. 
Nevertheless, of the Celtic Highlanders, 
who are certainly somewhat ead, if not 
gloomy in their religion, and who, in 
consequence, look on the Lord’s table as 
a place fenced round almost with terrors, 
unless to perfect oues, it may surely be 
said, with truth and charity, even 


their failings lean to virtue’s side.” 


to prove that Sabbatarianism led to 
hypocrisy. He hed, some time ago, 


| pablicly said that the people of Glas- 


gow! instead of being shat up all the 
a tern oon In thefr houses many of them 
unbealtby—migbt, bout sin, walk in 
their beautiful West-Eod Park. Many 
will agree with bim; and whose walk- 
ing forth for air and exercise would be 
id harmony with a mind all the while 
occupied by hallowed themes. Let us 
hear bis words: 

* “Upon this 
tome, ‘Do you mean to say that you state 


abli in your charch that a man might 
» es.“ He 1 
am thankfal for 


t. I always did it, bat I 
went oat of the back door.’ (Lauaghter.) 
Then I said to him, ‘If that is the case, we, 
the clergy, are to blame in this matter, for we 
have been training you up to the belief of 
certain things, which you must, and must not 
do in connection with the Fourth Command- 
ment. If you fail, therefore, it is not acoord- 


rr uence of 
0 placed ‘ hese are 
to be well considered. We should sec 


that we do not impose any burden that we 
are not willing to out in all » & 
advocate no Sunday for Seotland that is not 
equally for all the world. I have never 
in my life found that I could not keep the 
Leeds Gay csered le cay part of the globe 
asin my own parish. These are the princi- 


Le upon. I have found no difficulty 
have not experienced at bome. 


In regard to Sodtchmen generally, I have 
never found, I may say, one Scotchman k 
ing the Sabbath abroad as he would keep it 
here. I never even met with a minister who 
did not take a walk—it might not be a long 
one but who did not, after sermon, take 
what we would call a decent walk. I never 
aaW man in an — city, Jerusalem or 
Moscow, who did not do this; and yet in an 
Edinburgh Presbytery, in the nineteenth 
century, to see how this Judaism ie working, 
& most intelligent clergyman and Christian 
man — el horror and amazement, 
that when io Strasburg, when he was going 
to deliver a letter on a Sunday, he the 
to whom it was addressed —doing 
what?—murdering his wife? No, but walk- 


ing on the ramparts.” 
He afterwards declared his convic- 
tion that “the whole Decalogue was 
„ This was followed by 
cries of O0, O!” But he persisted 
in the affirmation, and said that the 
whole Decalogoe was buried in the 
grave of Jesus Christ; the motives now 
supplied for keeping a Lord’s day being 
not Jewish, but from the redemption 
and resurrection of Christ. The com- 
mandments are only “beggariy ele- 
— The untenableness of this last 
8 t I need not dwell upon. The 
fourth commandment embodies an ap- 
peal, not to Levitical or Jewish obliga- 
tions, but to the original Sabbath as 
“made for man’’—the race, and not a 
single people. The Lord’s day adds a 
new Sabbath sanction. As a matter of 
fact, Sabbath profanation abounds in 
those Protestant countries where the 
fourth commandment and its authority 
are ignored. D. 


For the Presbyterian. 
THE PEW SYSTEM. 


Messrs. Editors—A great deal bas 
appeared in your columns upon the sub- 
ject of ministerial support; but, as it 
seems to me, no truly radical remedy 
has been proposed for the evil justly 
complained of The writer heard the 
able report, and the discussions in the 
Synod of New Jersey; but no project 
of relief was there, or has been since 
presented, that seems to reach the source 
of the evil. 

Undoubtedly, as all will admit, the 
cause, back of all, is the absence of the 
Holy Spirit from our churches. He 
does not influence Christians to do their 
whole duty iu this particular. But why 
is His influence thus quenched? There 
must be some reason; and some reason, 
too, to be sought in the way the church- 
es discharge this daty. 

To my mind, it is clear that this 
whole matter is not put upon the right 
basis. We are acquiescing in methods 
of ministerial support that are not ac- 
cording to the Lord’s mind. Hence 
his blessing is withheld. 

The system common among us is, to 
raise the needed revenue by renting 
and taxing tbe pews. 

In favour of this method it is urged, 

1. It has the sanction of long and 
tried usage. No change could be made 
without violence to old associations. 

2. It gives to each family its own 
seat in the bouse of God. 

8. It is a convenient mode of collec- 
tion; and lastly, it causes many who 
pay, to value more highly the privileges 
of Christian worship. Men appreciate 
more highly what they pay for. 

Bat such arguments cannot over- 
come these grave and serious objec- 
tions: 

1. It distributes the burden of sup- 
porting the ministry unequally. How 
much each shall give is determined, not 
by the gospel precept, “as the Lord 
bath prospered,” but by the market 
price of a pew. 

2. The method appeals to other mo- 
tives than those which are truly Chris- 
tian, such as the desire for eligible posi- 
tion. 

3. It keeps many of the poor, and of 
that large class who are indifferent to 
eternal ‘things, away from the house of 
God. The former are not willing to be 
considered charity hearers, and the lat- 
ter do not feel enough interest to take 
& seat. 

4. It conforms the practice of the 
Church to the principles by which the 
world regulates its affairs. It gives the 
arrangement between pastor and people 
the air of a business transaction. The 
high and holy mysteries he dispenses 
are apt to be viewed as worth so mach 
a year. Ile is expected to fill up the 
seats, and obtain his living from the 
income. His success in his sacred 
office is apt to be rated by the demand 
for cats. 

This works badly upon both pastor 
and people. It tempts ministers to 
strive for popularity at the expense of 
fidelity. Jt tempts them to resort to 
eevsational avd worldly expedients to 
fil up the Church, and thus draws them 
away from their only trae reliance, the 
power of the Holy Ghost. We mipis- 
tera of Christ are but men. We are 
subject to the same evil influences as 
other men, avd are, indeed, the prime 
objects of the devil's craft and assaults. 
It cauudt be denied that a system, the 
tendency of which is to rate our success 


As Dr. McLeod went on, he sought 
0 


by the rent roll, affords incrpased op- 
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Christ, and to the soula of men. And 
the effect is just as bad upon the people. 


| larity in the pulpit. 

5. But worse than all, this system 
does not keep prominent before the mind 
that what each Christian gives lo the 
support of the Church is an offering to 

In many cases, indeed, it is no offer- 
ing at all. It is given by constraint. 
The advent of the quarter's bill is by 
no means welcomed. Aud even when 
cheerfully paid, the thought that it is 
such an offering is not appermost. I 
do not say it may not be. But it must 
be confessed that the educational power 
of the system is not wholly in that 
direction. The light here is in fellow- 
hip with darkness. The giving of our 
substance to the Lord’s stewards is an 
act of worship, à spiritual sacrifice, well 
pleasing ia bis sight. It is the thank- 
fal tribute of love to Him who has so 
loved us. It is our testimony to Him, 
and to each other, and before the world, 
that we are one in Christ, that we are 
to bear each other’s burdens, and empe- 
cially that the one among us, set apart 
from secular pursuits, to give himself 
wholly to the word and work of the 
Lord, is entitled to our affectionate con- 
fidence and support. Now, these pure 
and saintly motives are kept, by the 
pew system, much out of sight. 

They are not wholly appealed to and 
relied upon, and hence their power over 
the heart and conscience is stifled. Let 
me ask, what right bas the Church of 
Christ to rely upon any other inflaences? 
There is nothing plainer in His word 
than that there is no concord between 
Christ and Belial. If we bring in 
Belial to belp us, then the Lord steps 
out, and leaves us to the fruit of our 
own devices. 

Anotber method of support, some- 
times resorted to, is that of subsecrip. 
tion. This is free from many objections 


it does not meet the most important 
objection. It does not yet give us an 
adequate expression to the only trae 
and scriptural idea of this offering as 
an act of worship. Moreover, it is not 
wholly voluntary. Such a paper, handed 
around, carries with it constraint, and 
the name on the list is often put down 
from the fear or favour of man. The 
Lord does not ask for his servants, and 
will not accept or bless any thing that 
does not come from the beart. 

The only true method, then, is to 
give up all man-devised methods and 
appliances, and go back to the models 
and precepts of apostolic times, casting 
ourselves therein, in simple faith, upon 
the Lord. Let the seats be free, and 
let Christians, mindful of what they 
owe the Lord, and od what he requires 
in the case, bring their offerings statedly 


| and systematically to the bouse of God, 


as an act of worebip, and a testimony 
of their love and obligatious. We 
would then have something immeasara- 
bly more dignified than the penay col- 
lection. This system will—l. Make 
the sanctuary free to all who will come 
to worebip and hear the words of eter- 
ral life. More would be drawn within 
the sphere of ‘its blessed influences. 

2. Every ground of gainsaying that 
the Church is managed on money- 
making principles would be removed. 
At the same time, the inuocent, and 
even coinmendabie, preference fur @ cer- 
tain seat for ourselves aud families need 
not be given up. The spirit of Chria- 
tian courtesy will arrange all that. 

3. But the paramount argoment in 
favour of this method is, it is according 
to the mind of the Lord, as expressed 
in the precepts aud models of the New 
Testument. It has, therefore, the pro- 
mise of his blessing. And hence, 

4. Its educational effect would be all 
that is desired. Its effect upon the 
pastor would be good. It throws bim 
upon the promise of the Lord—and who 
ever trusted the Lord iu vain, or with- 
out profit to his owa soul? It leads 
him to rely upon the right Christian 
sentiment of his people. If this were 
more trusted, it would show itself more 
worthy of trust. His appeal would be 
to this, and not to any false and ficti- 
tious interest he might excite. If he 
were not supported, it would not be 
because he failed to draw the masses, 
but because be failed to reach) the 


the Holy Ghost, operating through his 
ministry. And ite effect upon the peo- 
ple would be still more beneficial. 
What they gave would be a blessing 
to them. Their Christian conscience 
would be developed in the right, and in 
a most salutary direction. As we are 
commanded to do all we do “anto the 
Lord,” this method would keep this 
obligation in mind. 


It would thus greatly promote the 
piety of every true child of God, and 
furnish those who are not, evidence of 
their want of discipleship. It would at 
all times be an index of the state of reli- 
gion. We could not then congratulate 
ourselves that the Church is prospering, 
because the rent-rol]l is large, when, 
perhaps, there is only a name to live. 
And if much was given, it would prove 
that the Holy Spirit, who begets within 
us every true act of service and homage 
to our blessed Lord, is present. If the 
Church of Christ canaot, in these days, 
be supported in this way, the fact ought 
to be known. It ought to be tested. 
Let us have a measure of the vaunted 
piety of these last times. If there is 
not enough of the love of Christ in us 
to support his representatives in this 
way, it is time we knew it. Let us not 
deceive ourselves with a name to live, 
when we are dead. A church that 
starves its ministry, under any method, 


would not support its minister when, in 
dependence u the Lord’s promise 
and confiding in the Christian love and 


the Lord’s servants. ‘ 


portunities to undermine our fidelity to 


It leads them to expect and crave popu- 


that bear against the pew system. But | 


Christian heart, through the power of 


deserves to have its golden candlestick 
removed. And, certainly, a church that 


principle of his brethren, he throws 
himself upon them in the way indi- 
cated, would prove iteelf unworthy of 
the prayers and labours of the least of 


I can see no objection to this method, 
except such as comes from the natural 
mind. It may not seem prudent and 
practical. But is the Church of Christ 
to be governed by the counsels of ne- 
ture? Ifo, there is an end at once to 


nothing of “policy.” She has but one 


Head. Her principles and motives 
transcend the whole sphere of nature's | 
acting. Sball she sink back into the 
worldly sphere, and show not only that 
she misapprebendg ber calling, but that 
she is afraid to trust the very principles 
of ber being, and, worse than all, that 
she fears to trast ber Lord? 

We are persuaded, then, that the only 
remedy for this alarming indifference to 
the claims of the ministry upon the 
Chureb, both for respect and support, 
lies bere. We have forsaken the 
We have hewed to ourselves bro 
cisterna. We have relied more upon 
the dictates of worldly pradence than 
upon his promise. Hence, there is but 
litle right sentiment in the Cburch, and 
we are afraid to trust it Better, at 
any sacrifice, to get back to the Lord. 
His blessing is better than riches, and 
brings with it “all these things.” Aud 
we ministers have a fearfal responsibil- 
ity in this matter. If we acquiesce in 
a wrong method, He will call us to 
account for its disastrous effects upon 
the flock over which He has placed us. 
Every man’s work must be tried. The 


wood, hay, and stubble we work into 


the temple of God will be burned, and 
we ourselves be saved, so as by fire. 

To conclade, let me simply add that 
the writer is not recommending to his 
bretbren a method he is unwilling bhim- 
self to adopt. He has determined to 
try it in bis owu church. Of the re- 
sults, he hopes to inform them at some 
future time. L. C. B. 


— 
ALMOST TIME. 


Almost time! I've watched the dial 
For this many a weary day, 
Waiting for the golden hour 
That shall call me hence away. 


Almost time! I've set my burden 
By the chilling river dowa, 

Waiting for the angel's message, 
Waiting for the palm and crown. 

Almost time! Along life's valley 
There are tracks of bleeding feet,’ 

But my heart no more beats faintly — 
Rest is to the weary sweet. 


Almost time! A Wund breaks softly 
Oa my tensely straining ear; 

"Tis the song my mother taught me, 
As in childhood ‘breathing near. 

Almost time! Upon my temples 
Sunny locks are dashed with gray, 

And the loved of youth's fair morning 
Long ago have passed away. 


Al-nst time! The shadows gather, 
Aud the moments slowly glide; 

Now my feet are lightly pressing 
Golden sands of death's dark tide. 


Hash! I hear the silvery chimings 
Ot the waves along the shore; 
Sweet intonings of the music 
Heard in heavgn forevermore. 
Faint'y on my eyes are breaking 
Rifts of light ia transient gleams, 
And I see bright forms descending, 
Like the patriarch in his dreatms. 


Earth's frail beauty fades in darkness 
As my spirit upward floats; 

Hark! ‘tis time! the angels herald 
Forth the sound in trumpet notes! 


— 
For the Presbyterian. 


ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE. 

Who that has read the invitation of 
God to Solomon, “Ask what I shall 
give thee,” has not inaudibly said, 
“Would that such an offer were made 
to me.” And yet ia the promise above 
cited, as well as in numerous others, 
pledges equally precious are made to 
us. But how little do we realize God's 
williagguess to bear and help us, and 
expecially in the temporal affairs of life. 
And how much of blessing do we there- 
by withhold from ourselves? There is 
vothiog that impoverishes like unbelief. 

Bat, blessed be God, there are ever 
some to prove him to be the bearer aud 
answerer of prayer. Sach an one bas 
but recently been called from the pray- 
era of earth to the praises of heaven, 
the Rev. Duncan Dunbar, of New York. 
Let me recite one of the signal answers 
vouchsafed to his supplications from an 
interesting memoir of his life just pub- 
lished. 

„A member of his church, who was 
a widow, kept a little store, by which 
she supported two or three young chil- 
dren. One day she came to Mr. Dan- 
bar in deep distress. It was the winter 
of the great fire in New York, when all 
business was at a stand. She stated 
that a creditor had just called and de- 
manded a payment which she was 
wholly unable to make, because owing 
to the pressure she could not sell ber 
goods. The man was greatly enraged, 
said he was tired listening to such sto- 
ries, and asked her, with an oath, how 
she expected him to meet his payments, 
and told her that if she did not raise 
the money by ten o’clock the next day, 
he would seize her stock and sell it at 
auction. And then the poor woman 
cried out, ‘O my dear pastor! what is 
to become of me and my fatherless 
children?’ 

I am sorry, my dear sister,’ replied 
the pastor, ‘that I have not the amount, 
or I would pay it for you. I know of 
but one source whence you can get 
help in this emergency. I will send 
you to a rich friend—I will go with 
you to him, and intercede for you, aud 
see what he will do for us. Promise }o 
go at eleven o'clock tonight to the 
throne of grace. Do you kueel in your 
closet, and I will do so in mine; and 
we will then spread out your troubles 
before our elder Brother, and ask IIim 
to manage this sad business for us.’ 

“Cheered by hig sympathy, aad 
strengthened by his faith, she went 
home. At the appointed hour, she 
awoke her children, and explained the 
case to them; and then, as if to touch 
the heart of Jesus by the sight of her 
defenceless lambs beside her, she took 
them with her to her closet. Drawing 
them close to her hédrt, she implored 
him to look compassionately on them, 
and to appear for their relief. At the 
same time fervent effectual prayer was 
ascending to the ‘ Husband of the widow 
and the Father of the fatberless from 
that study, hallowed by the frequent 
presence of the Saviour. No doubt 
there were cries, and tears, and plead- 
ings, that would take no denial. 

“The mother, after much prayer, put 


She is called 
out from the world. She ought to know | 


down calm in spirit, wondering in what 
| possible way God would appear for her 
rule of action, the will of her adorable | relief. 


“Long before the hour named, the 
creditor came to the door in « state of 
great excitement. Now her faith was 
shaken, and in tremulous tones she 
—— ‘Why have you come 80 soon, 
sir 

„To ask your forgiveness, madem, 
for my unfeeling conduct last evening. 
Several who owed me failed to pay, aod 
I was very angry; but I did not close 
my eyes last night. Indeed, | never 
bad such feelings before. The case 
came home to me as if it had been that 
of my ou wife and children. I would 
rather never see the money than pass 
such another night Take your own 
time to pay me. I shall never ask for 
it again.“ 8. 


For the Presbyterian. 
BEFORE AND AFTERWARD. 


Messrs. Editors—The Rev. Me. Har- 
low, the ageot for the endowment of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, has 
just visited our region, aud has been 
well received. Our people, gen-rally, 
feel an interest in the cause he repre- 
seuts, aud will do something for it. 
We think, bowever, there is another 
subject, closely related to that repre- 


sented by Mr. Harlow, that should not 


be overlooked, eapecially as it is to come 
before our next Assembly; and at the 
risk of incurring the charge of always 
harping on my daughter,“ or of “ play- 
ing on the harp of a thousand strings,” 
I wish to direct attention to it 

The conviction is strengtheniog that 
the reason why our list of uaemployed 
ministers is so loug, is to be found in 
our present system of providing for 
them. As far as regards fitting young 
men for the ministry, in the way of aid- 
ing and training them, this arrangement 
in our Church is admirable; but it is 
apparently radically defective in its 
provision, or rather want of provision, 
for them aflerward. Our young men 
‘have nothing to complain of before eu- 
tering on their work. Our Education 
Society is liberal, and has, we believe, 
never declined helping any young mau 
recommended by Presbytery. Our theo- 
logical Professors are learned, and faith- 
ful in the work of instructing; and the 
provision for accommodating the stu- 
dents during their theological course is 
ample in every respect—better than it 
was twenty years ago. The erection of 
Browa Hall, ia Princeton, one of the 
most substantial structures in the State, 
is fur the comfort of the students; and 
it will be a pleasure to our congrega- 
tions to aid ia furnishing it for them. 
But they have, or imegine they have, 
reason to complain that afterward, when 
they leave the Seminary, having com- 
pleted their course, the care of the 
Church for them apparently ceases. 
This is not from any want of real in- 
terest in them, but from a mistaken idea 
of duty resulting from an impression 
that young men, having completed their 
theological course, should take care of 
themselves. 

The fact that they are the servants 
of the Church, and uoder solemu 
eogagements to devote themselves to 
the work of the ministry, is lost sight 
of. - Freed from thess eogagements, 
they could provide for themeelves as 
well as others As it is, their hands 
are tied. A soldier cannot till the 
soil aud fight the battles of his coua- 
try at the same time. Young men, 
with popular polpit talents—uot cer- 
tainly the most promising ministera ia 
other respects—experience no immediate 
incdavenience from this want of care. 
They soon find places in which they 
can be sustained, and in which they cau 
prosecute their work without concern on 
the question of support. Others, less 
gifted with the power to please, fiad it 
more difficult to procure situatious; but 
unwilling to be idle, they go to work 
without being guaranteed a support, and 
very soon are embarrassed. 

The question, how are we to live? 
very soon becomes a serious one; and 
it is one with which they must deal 
themselves. Could they be assured 
that they would be sustained as our 
foreign missionaries are, they could 
give themselves heartily to their work, 
and say nothing about their privatious, 
hardships, and difficulties. As it is, 
they are troubled, and oppressed with a 
feeling of disappointment, especially if 
they have families depending upon them. 
They expected care, and anxiety, and 
trouble in their work, bat not the kiud 
to which they are called.. Their on'y 
hope of relief from serious embarra-s- 
meut is in findiug fields of labour where 
there is the dispositlou aad the ability 
to sustain the gospel, aud the demaud 
fur such fielda is so great that the pros- 
pect in this direction ie not bright. 
Their Presbyterial brethren are ready 
to recommend them to the Board of 
Missions for one huadred and fifty or 
two hundred dollars, and this is the 
extent of what they can do. The 
Seminary Professors, who once so kind- 
ly advised them, cannot be applied to. 
They have their own cares and duties, 
and besides they have no funds at their 
commend to use in sustalniug the gos- 
pel. Scbolarsbips are for the benelit 
not of miaisters, but of students. Ap- 
plication is made to brethren at a dis- 
tance, withiu the bounds of Preabyte- 
ries in which there are vacancies re 
ported in the Minutes of the Assembly, 
in this way— Ive you a vacaat 
fiuld of labour within your bounds 
where the people can pay a living sal- 
ary, to which you will iatroduce me? 
I love my work, but unless I cau find a 
field of labour in which I can be sup- 
ported, I will be obliged to abandon thu 
ministry.” Appliestious of this kind, 
that cost those making them no little 
effort, from modest but most wortby 
men, are not rare, aud we are sorry to 
say they are not always treated with as 
much consideration ss is desired, by 
brethren receiving them. A young 
man preparing for the ministry who is 
embarrassed financially receives both 
sympatby aod support, as is proper he 
should, but the usemployed miuister 
who is embarrassed, and kaows pot 
bow to tarn, having spent what private 
means he could command ia his work, 


complains that he receives neither. 
This ought not to be. 

While we are making such earnest 
and commendable efforts to endow am- 
ply our Colleges and Seminaries, is 
there no possibility of such an endow- 
ment of the Charch, in the form of “a 
sustentation fund,“ as will enable her 
to say to all her ministers, devote your- 
rel ves to your appropriate work, and 
you shall be supported? “If I had the 
means, said a minister who bas bad 
an experience of twenty-five years in 
bis work, “I would not endow a col- 
lege, but I would secure a living salary 
to all our ministers within a given dis- 
trict. Money could not be used ia a 
way to confer a greater amount of bap- 
piness, to accomplish a greater amount 
of good.” This brother’s view is wor- 
thy of consideration. 

It is objected to an endowment of the 
Church that mean churches would take 
advantage of it, to do less for the sup- 
port of the gospel than they do now. 
This, doubtless, would be the result in 
some cases, although we hear no com- 
plaint of this kind from the Free Charch 
of Scotland. But, still, if there are in- 
dividual churches as mean as this ob- 
jection supposes, it is no reason why 
tbe burden of supporting the gospel 
among feeble churches should be thrown 
on ministers labouriaog in them, as is 
the case now. Inquire of unemployed 
ministers who are looking for work, and 
the seven-tenths of them will tell you 
that they have expended what private 
meaus they and their wives had in sup- 
porting themselves in their parisbes, 
aud that they resigned their charges 
because their private resources were 
exhausted. We do not expect oar theo- 
logical Professors to teach and support 
themselves, and why shoald we expect 
our ministers to preach at their owa 
charges? 

There is a movement in the Charch 
which looks to the extension of the 
term of stady in our Seminaries from 
three to four years. To this we do not 
object. Let all be done for our young 
men, béfore they enter on their work, 
that can be doae, hut let us see to it 
that something is done for them a/ler- 
ward. Otherwise, the list of unem- 
ployed ministers will be extended, the 
candidates for self-sustaining churches 
multiplied, and the vacant churches 
without candidates very greatly in- 
creased. Presbyterial and Synodical 
letters and lectures will not reach the 
evil. It is organic, and can only be 
reached by an organic change. 

N. G. F. 


— — — 
For Presbyterian. 
VINDICATION 


OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S ACTION IN 
REFERENCE TO THE REBELLION. 


No. Iv. ! 
THE METAMORPHOSIS —(A.) 


In nova, fert animus mutalas dicere formas.” 


Messrs. Editors—lo our last number, we 
set furth the fallacies on which was built the 
protest of the objectors to the action of 1861. 
All other objections in that protest vanish 
immediately, when once we accept the “law 
of Gd.“ and not the decision of a political 
question,” as the rule of moral duty. From 
this law, as from a divine lamp let down from 
heaven, we discover the “ Quid oportet,“ and 
apply the divine formule to the actions of 
responsible beings. This law, ever immuta 
ble as a standard, and ever universal, never 
seccional, intrinsically and eternally binding 
on the conscience and conduct of every man, 
hal it only been carefully weighed by the 
protestants of 1861. had saved them from the 
error of grounding the duty of allegiance to 
the Goneral Government, as also the right of 


tho Assembly to enjoin that duty, in a merely 


human prescription, instead of grounding 
them in that divine prescription and authori- 
tative command of God, which is part of the 
supreme will that underlies the obliged obedi- 
ence of both angels and men. It had reseued 
them from the net-work of irreconcilable con- 
tradiction in which they became involved, 
Tne disregard of this rule, in its application 
to the case before the Assembly, is the true 
key that unlocks the otherwise occluled mys- 
tery of confusion in all the argumentation of 
the obj etors, which, by its subtleties, has per- 
plexed so many. The philosophy of expedi- 
ency was the Idol of the Theatre,” as Lord 
Bacon would have called it, before whose 
shrine the objectors bowed and worshipped. 
If any one will open Paley and read him, he 
will find in the ethical system of that “ calcu- 
lator of cons®quences,”’ not only the governing 
principle of the protest itself, aod of the argu- 
ments by which it was subsequently support- 
ed, but some of the very illustrations used in 
that support. 

The object of the present paper is to turn 
the kaleidoscope of examination once more, 
and show that the days of metamorphosis are 
not yet passed away. Daphoe was chan 
into a laurel, Narcissus into a daffodil, and 
Semiramis into a dove. But more wondrous 
than these transformations is the transforma 
tion of a “political question,” a “ violation of 
the Constitution of the Church,” anda “ usar- 
pition of the prerogative of the Divine M 
tor,.“ into“ no political question at all,“ iate 
un accion “competent for the A«sembly to 
akg.“ and inte an injunction which * the law 
of God requires; —1 deliverance of the As- 
sembly which could only “be condemned as 
unbecoming a religious body,” upon “the 
assumption that patriotism is not a moral vir- 
tue.“ 

The saccessor of Sir William Hamilton, in 
the discussion of a certain problem, has said: 
„It must have ovcurred to the reader before 
now, that the best way of attaining to correct 
opinions on most melaphysical 2 is dy 
finding out what has been said on any given 
point by the psychologists, and then by saying 
the very opposite! In such cases we are sure to 
be right, in at least ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred! Indeed, no better recipe than this 
eno be prescribed for those who are desirous 
of compassing the truth.” We are under a 
prodigious temptation to add that the philvso- 
pher’s rule is applicable also, at times, to 
at and ecclesiastical, as well as metaphy- 
sical questions. Toe case before us is 
teinly n most remarkable illustration of the 
rule, and were it not that the objectors to the 
action of 1861 bad anticipated oar mode of 
disoovering the truth, by afterwards “ s«ying 
the very opposite” of all they had previously 
alleged, wo had claimed for ourselves the hun- 
oars of tho first anplication of the rule to the 
caso in hand. We, therefore, cheerfully sub- 
mit tbat the laurel« belong not to us. 

The way in which the go- 
ours is simply the — The tundamen- 
tal preposition reiterated 
of 1361, wae this— The hig hes 
right tu devide a political question” —a propo- 
sition no one ever attempted to deny. The 
argument built upon this was o n-tructed 
thus: —l. To enjvin allegiance to the Federal 
Government on all under the care of the Ac 
end, to decide pilitical qustiva. 
2. But the Assembly of 1861 did enj da alle 
all wader ite care. 3. Argo, the 
4 


Swath had not 

nec on with the A«sembly. 

after that eveat hed 

ent: The 
politic! qu on, 

2. The Assembly of 1462 did 

an ve on all under ite vere. 3. we 


| right to do. 


that was condemned in 1861 was justified in 
1802 by the protestants themselves. The 
sition in which they placed themselves is, 
logically, a most uneaviable one. It makes 
them assert the absolute identity of conteadic- 
tories, and the absolute contradiction of iden- 
tities. It makes them say that to enjoin alle- 
iance oo all under the Assembly’s care is 
th to decide a political question, and not to 
decide a politics! question. It makes them 
aleo declare tuat to decide a political question, 
and not to devide a pulitical question, are tho 
same thing. It teaches that thing equal to 
one another—i. ., enjvining allegiance in 
1861 and 1862, are not equal to the same 
thing—i. e., deciding a political question; 
and it teaches that things not equal to one 
another—i. e., deviding and not devidiag a 
itical question, are equal to the same thing, 
1. e., enjoining allegianve. It cannot be 
the action of 1861 was different | 
from the action of 1862; for, I, the action of 
1861 75 — vance on all ender the 
care of the Assembly ; 2, the action of 1802. 
acourding to their own argument, only did the 
same thing; 3, ergo, the ‘action of 1861 and of 
1862 were the same ation. Neither can it he 
alleged, that although the action of 1862 did 
not decide a politival question, yet the action 
of 1861 did. For according, again, to their 
own argameat—l1, to enj»in_allezianve on all 
ander the Assembly’s care is not to decide a 
1 question; 2, but the Assembly of 
861 only enj ined aliegiance on all under its 
care; 3, ergo, the Avsembly of 1861 did nor 
decide a political question. This is simply the 
— together of their own argument. 
hey took ground against enjoining allegianve 
in 1801, and for it in 1862. Bat the argument 
= 1862 overthrows their argument used 


in 1 

Is it asked, how is it ble that sensible 
mea could be enen in such contradio- 
tions? The answer is at hand. The power 


of Sovra,” and the power of ir, ex- 
plain the magic. Jf the rebellious South is 
under the care of the Assembly, then to enjoin 
allegiance on all under its care, is to decide a 
political question. J the rebellious South is 
not under the care of the Assembly, then to 
enjoin allegiance on all under its care is not to 
decide a political question. But the South was 
under the care of the Assembly in 1861, and 
was not under its care in 1862; ergo, the Ae- 
sembly of 1801 did, and the Assembly of 
1862 did not, when enjoining allegiance, do- 
cide a political question. The principle is 
this—the enjoining of allegiance on all ander 
the Assembly’s care, is deciding a political 
question, so long as there is in the Assembly 
any considerable number of rebellious Presby- 
terians who are determined not to render this 
allegiance. But when all are agreed, then it 
is not deciding a political question at all, but 
simply en} dining a moral duty—i. e., both the 
character of the Assembly's injunction, and 
the Assembly’s right to enjoin allegiance, de- 

nd upon the consent of the rebellious party 
in the one instance, and upon the absence of 
the rebellious party in the other! But this 
will not do, for this whole ground is over- 
thrown by their own argument, to wit, that to 
enjoin allegiance “‘on atu ander the Assem- 
bly’s cure is not to decide a political ques- 
tion!” This is the very ground on which the 
protestants themselves rest their whole de. 
fence of the action of 1862 -a ground equally 
valid for the action of 1861—( Repertory July. 
1361, p. 545; July, 1802. p. 516) ‘Tne Gene- 
ral Assembly, say they, has tho ritt, eu- 
join (allegiance), aud all other like duties, on 
the ministers and churches under its care“ 
and this “ander any theory of the Constitu- 
tion;” and “no matter how the political ques- 
tion may be decided!” The objection to the 
Assembly’s action is not. that the Assembly 
had no right to enjoin allegiance, nor that 
allegiance to the Federal Government was not 
a right thing. They say the Assembly had 
the “right to do” what it did; and what it 


did, viz., enjoin allegiance ou all under its 


care, “was right.” The reat objection is, 
that it “decided a political question,” which 
it had no right” to decide. Their position 
is simply this — Tue Assembly had the “ right 
to do” what it did, and what it did was 
right;“ yet it had “no right to do” wh it 
did, for wha: it did was “wrong.” Tois is 
what Lacordaire would call the harmony of 
conirast!” It 1 the argument of 1861, as 
wund in the memurable Protest, to wit, the 
exervise of an unq iestioned right to d a right 
thing, was the exervise of no right” to do a 
wrong“ thing! The Aseembly had the 
right to enjoin allegiance on all under its 
care; but this was the same as decidiag a po- 
litical question, which the Axsembly had no 
All this ia weakness and folly. 
Either the Assembly had the right to do what 
it did, aod what it did was right, political 
question or no politival question, or it bai no 
right to do what it did, and what it did was 
wrong. May third sapposition is excluded. 
If the injuavtiva was equal to the decision of 
u political question, and the injusction was 
right, the decision was rigut, and the Assem- 
bly had the right to make it. If not, then 
vice versa. If I equals R, and DP equals I. 
then D equale RK. But it is impossible that I 
and D being equal to each other, I should be 
R, and D should be not K! And eo the pro- 
testants themselves felt aod saw, and in 1862 
corrected their syllogism, and raid that I was 
nt equal to D, and D might take care of 
itself as beat it could! la other worde, the 
Assembly had the right to enjoin allegiance 
on all under its care, and this injunction was 
not the decision of a political question. The 
last step, therefore, in the metamorphosis of 


the activa of 1861, into an action perfectly | 


correct and constitutional, is clear and con- 

elusive. I. The Assembly of 1362 had the 
right to enjoin allegiance on all unde? its 

care. 2. But tho Assembly of 1861 only did 

this thing. Lrgo, 3. Tne Assembly of 1861 

only exercised the same right that did the As- 
sembly of 1862. 


Here, then, we have the two Assemblies 
standing on the same ground, after all—ezer- 
cising only the same right—the right of en- 
forcing. a moral duty, a right utterly unaf- 
fected by the adventitious circumstances of 
either the consent or the absence of the South; 
and neither of these Assemblies, according to 
the argaments of the objectors themselves, 
deriding political question. What wee 
called by them “ political,” now appears to be 
“not political;“ what was denounced as a 
thing “incompetent” for the Assembly to do, 
is proved to be competent“ by the clearest 
deduction. What was styled a violation of 
the Constitution of the Church,” turus out to 
be the exercise of a “ constitutional right;“ 
and what was bewailed as a “usurpation” of 
Divine prerogative, is seen to be only what 
the law of Gud requires.” All that the ob- 
jectors have admitted in reference to the nature 
of the action of 1862, and the Assembly’s 
right to take that action, is irresistibly appli- 
cable to the nature and right of the action of 
1861. What we have demonstrated from the 
various positions of the objectors themselves 
is this, that if the one action was right, so was 
the other; if the one action was wrong, 60 
was the other. One cannot be justified, and 
the other condemoed. One cannot be true, 
and the other false. Oae cannot be right, aad 
the other wrong. Both are the same thing; 
the same in nature and in right, moral and 
ecclesiastical, Both are nded in the 
“law of God,” as the rule of duty; and both 
have the same end, the enfurcement of a mora! 
obligation to render true allegiance to the 
National Government in its struggle with a 
most wicked, unjustifiable, and immoral rebel- 
lion, incited for an object “revolting to the 
moral sense of the whwie Caristiaa world.“ 


Lr 
of right and truth, And 


— 


ocation”—( & , July, 1 . 5 
vocation” —( Repertory 


— How much better 
would have sounded, in 186], than the perky 
- eden not 
How much better than the man of 
straw, We deny the right of the General As- 
sembly to decide the political question,” whea 
we were engaged in a — in which, to 
be neutral. a man might as well be neutral 
ial 
Secession herself, the Queen of the South,” 
to condemn the men of 
— who against 
right of that to eojoia allegiance on 
all under its care. And the men of the South 
will, ere long, rise up in judgment to condema 
the generation of Border-State declarers who, 
knowing the powerful weakness of the protest 
of 1361, and sporting over it among them- 
selves 21 of its — — ite 
signers have subsequen sai ace i 
nevertheless, in the? wan their 
Declaration and Testimony,” in order still 
more to distract * divide the Church, whose 
peace, purity, and unity they have sworn to 
support. Sympathizing with their rebellious 
brethren of the South, they promised to the- 
selves an overwhelming victory over the 
North, and ing te God “to decide the 
question,” submitted their cause, in the con- 
west of arms, to the arbitrament of an all- 
disposing Providence. Thay accept the deci-. 
sion with reluctance and regret, and | 
acknowledge their sin. Once, indeed, when 
their country was bleeding at every pore, and 
brave men, iu the sweat of their anguish and 
gush of their blood, went down to the dust 
like before the scythe of the mower, 
some of them did indeed seem to relent. But 
has come, victory shines on the banners 


now they “declare 
aud testify,” and entrench — behiad 
the protest of 1861! The “unclean spirit“ of 


rebellion, exorcised from us by ecclesiastical 
action, having gone about “walking through 


dry places seeking rest, and finding none,” 


has returned to the “swept and garnished” 
house of God, and taking with him sevenfold 
reinforcement of spirits more wicked than 
himself,” seeks to renew in the Church of 
God the role he has played in the State. 
“Divide and conquer,” is his motto. He ar- 
rays himself in the garb of a martyr! He 

uts on the sacerdotal stole! He opens the 

ible! lle refers to history! He subsidizes 
to himself the immortal memory of the brave 
men who, in days past, wrote For Christ's 
crown and Christ's covenant’ upon their 
banners, and resisted to the death the unholy 
attempt of a State-church and a Churob-state 
despotism to force a semi-Popish religion 
down Presbyterian throats with the point of 
the bayonet, and would have us now believe 
that the righteous determination of the State 
itself to secure its own protection nst the 
treason and disloyalty of Presbyterian minis- 
ters, elders, and people, who hel to force 
the sword of division, , and ruin 
through the body of the republic, in order 
„to build up a vast slave empire, is an 
enormity of the same kind as that against 


which the and worthies of Scotland 
fought and protested, and in ing which 
they offered up their lives! That the last 


state of the “declarers” will de worse than 
the first,” no man who knows history can 
doubt. But shall it be so with the Church? 
Just as certainly as the principles of the 
protest of 1861 do not meet with universal 
dixapprobation, and just as certainly as it 
would be so with the State, were rebellion al- 
lowed again to pursue ite former policy, with- 
out meeting at once the most exemplary pua- 
ishment. © include, not at all in this 
remark, the great majority of the protesters 
of 1861. Their spirit is toto cœlo, different 
from that of some others, although their pro- 
test can never too much be deplored. The 
mischief it has wrought, and may yet work, 
none can tell. Justice requires of us, how- 
ever, that we should be candid enough to 
almit that they have, after all, offered some 
atonement for their ecclesiastical sins. They 
hare shown us their inestimable value by the 
assistance they have affurded us in demolish- 
ing the principles of that protest itself, and 
answering their own objections to the Assem- 
b'y’s action. This ie a rare felicity in an 
age and in any church! Aud all the more 
this to be prized, inasmuch as the history of 
the chapter they have written illustrates not 
only the beautiful illasion of those who dream 
thst the laudsvape moves when they alone are 
in motion, but also illustrates the fact, in 
svierce, that Eadéxas and Ptolemy were 
wrong, while Galileo and Copernicus were 
rigut; and, finally, serves to relieve the tedi- 
um of our present discussion, by reviving the 
memories of younger days when, in the 
of Salmo, we read with delight how Atlas 
was changed to a mountain, Echo to a voir, 
and the complaining companions of Ino to 
warbling songsters in the trees! 

Avcousting, or IIirro. 


WHO VOTES AGAINST A REVIVAL? 


The Christian who neglects his duty 
votes arevial. He who 
is more busy in making money than in 
doing good is opposing the advent of Christ 
into our churches. When I see a vacant 
seat in the prayer-meeting, or an empty 
pew on an unpleasant Sabbath, I say to 
myself, There is a vote against a revival.“ 
When I see a Sunday-school class left 
without a teacher, I say, “There is a vote 
against a revival!” When I hear of 
church-members quitting their places of 

rayer for the opera-house or the ball-room, 
I count up so many votes against God’s 
coming among us. Drinkiog usages hinder 
revival. Injustice to God's poor, and to 
his oppressed negro children, hinders a 
revivals. Inconsistent Christians are just 
so many dams to obstruct the rivers of sal- 
vation. 

Brethren of the American Church! we 
can have a revival if we heartily wish it. 
Oaly let us “bring the tithes” of hard 


refuse te 


work and abundant prayer “into God's 


“storehouse,” and he will open the heavens 
and pour us out a blessing that there is 
not room enough to receive. There shall 
be “ the sound of an abundance rain. 


Cuyler. 
— —Uä—6 
More Awful than the Judgment. 


A celubrated preacher of the seventeenth 
century, ina sermon toa crowded audience, 
described the terrors of the last judgment 
with such eloquence, pathos and force of 
action, that some of his audience not only 
burst into tears, but sent forth pierciog 
cries, as if the Judge himself had been pre- 
sent, and was about to upon them 
their final sentence. In the height 


hed yet brought before them. Silence 
being obtained, with an agitated cvun- 
— ressed them 


narter of an hour from 
thie time the emotions which you bave just 
now exhibited will be stifled; the rewem- 
brance of the fearfal truths which excited 
them will vanish; you will return to your 
eareal occu ve sinful with 


have beard L 0 tale thet ie told.” 


picacsures 
uu avidity, and you will treat all 
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ee | her little back to bed, and | allegiance on all under its care is not to decide | not partican.... It ie caly-apon the 
| - — — Toliti¢al Thue the ve thing petriotiem is «moral vires, 
| can be comdemned es meligioas 
— — | body. If the law of God requires us to love 
and honour our parents, on whom we are de- 
pendent, and by whom. we are is 
ag — 
still. more * 
| | ore, if a court 
| | its poop ‘hooour thelr parent, it may 
| enjnin. them to loys and stand up for 
| couotry.” “To shut her mouth on these 
| questions (slavelawe, slave-trede, obedience 
magistrates, treason, rebellion, end revola- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | — — 
| 
| Bat we are not left — u the preceding 
i argument, e nclusive as it is, to show the A 
| sembly’s right, at all times, to enjoin allegi- 
| | ance on all under ite care, or to show that 
| question. We have separate and 1 
state nente from the prvtestants of 1861 excitement the preacher called upon them 
selves to confirm the ductrine. These state | to dry their tcars and cease their cries, as 
mente are the 1 — of thele | he was about to add something still more 
sbaadonment uf the and dangerous posi- | awful and astonishing than any thing he 
tion that the moral duty of allegiaace to the 
ight of same, are 
| grounded te the decision a ques 
Thi — Sl. wh are ag 
hia wae a while yo — — — 
or nt. They hove woven arcand themeelves, 
a: the fearful war progresses |. of arge- 
lt ie refreshinz. thereture, w beer thew enun- 
ciate each sentiments there The decle- 
12 | ration of the patriotie, aad | 


